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IMPORTANCE OF WATER SUPPLY

( IMItDjIiil ill till' KiHIlUTs' Ailvorat'' I

"Wo nri' not nivlriK away any kim-

(TPtH wlion \vt' say that IIiiourIi the

smitlHTii anil middle Kcrildii "f Sas
katcliHwan and Alberta the lack of

satisfactory water supplies for the

house and for live stock is a very ser-

ious drawliack. not only affecting the

protitahleness of the farm, hut inak

iiiK til)- farm life less pleasant and
attractive.

"We know farms established foi-

thirty years tliat draw water for house
and stock at times as far as twelve
miles. It also seems a peculiar co
incidence that it Is over much of the
liest land where it Is impossible to
secure wells that will yield water at

all or water of a (|ua!ity lit for use in

the home.

"For years larKe sums of money
have been spent by farmers In an in

discriminate manner in sinking holes

in the Kround In these areas to no
avail. Tuey still draw the water in

tanks for use for house and some-
times for stock.

"In some districts this water s( ai

city has been overcome by diKgiuR out
reservoirs and by damminR ravines,

but there has been up to the present

no concrete or unified action to meet
this condition.

"The v\'ater convention, held re

cently in LethbridRe. and brouRht to-

gether through the work of 0. K. Mar
noch, president of the Lethbridge
lioard of Trade, is the first effort to-

wards systematizing research work In

respect to securing water supplies in

these waterless districts and gather
ing together what data is already
known Through the elTorts of Mr.
Marnoch there already has been a par-

tial government geological survey of

Soutliern Alberta to determine where
water is likely to be secured and at

what depths. Such a survey should
be extended through the whole of

Western Canada covering those areas
where water is scarce. Such a survey

wimid save farmers huge sums thai

are spent In boring dry holes down
hundreds of feet.

"Where It Is Impossible to seciir-

well water of a satisfactory i|uality

what Is to be done? In such distrlct?-

tliere should be a systematic work
carried on toward conserving and stor
iiig i.p surface water in reservoir>
niacle by dams in ravines or througb
c.vcaviiiliig. Tliis will give water foi

stock and. by suitable tlltralioii. foi

Hie home also. Tanks should also In

liiiilt to conserve rain water fron.

liiiildliiKs The ((uanlity of water tha'

can be stored up in this manner from
the rain falling on house and barn ir-

iio small item and must be taken int"

consideration.

"Chief of all the factors, though, h
be considered In water supply for tli'

liirin house IS its purity. We know
somewhat of the sickness that is cans
ed by drinking imiuire water, particii

larly in relatiim to typhoid fever
This means that where surface watei
is used it must be purified. Kiltratioi.

is the usual method. Filtration is

effective with a proper filtering plant
but it may easily get out of order. The
surest method of purifying the water
is by distillalion. While tberi^ are
as far as we know, no distillation

plants on the market for farm home
use, the construction of such a plani
is very simple and, following the facts

lirought out at the convention at Leth
bridge, there will likely be greater
interest in this mannner of purify
ing water for the home, and manii
factiire of water stills will follow.

"To satisfactorily meet the situation
tliere is reriuired <o-operative work
between government, federal, proviii

cial, and municipal, and also with and
among farmers in these dry areas
Then we can begin to look for a mea
sure of solution. In the meantime
credit is due to the Lethbridge Board
of Trade and its president for getting
propaganda work under way."
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