
The use of force and the stationing in Czechoslovakia of Soviet forces 
not hitherto deployed there have aroused grave uncertainty about the situation 
and about the calculations and intentions of the U.S.S.R. This uncertainty 
demands great vigilance on the part of the Allies. 

4. Applied to Germany the policies which the U.S.S.R. derives irom  its 
doctrine of a so-called "Socialist Commonwealth" raise new obstacles to the 
rapprochement and ultimate unification of the two parts of Germany. Moreover, 
they would be contrary to the letter and spirit of the Four Power agreements 
relating to Germany as a whole. 

In this situation, and bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the 
United States, the United Kingdom and France, the Ministers reaffirm the 
determination of the Alliance to persevere in its efforts to contribute to a 

aceful solution of the German question based on the free decision of the 
;German people and on the interests of European security. Their Governments 
i_clo not recognize the "G.D.R.", and they reject all clahns which would tend 
1 to  perpetuate the division of Germany against the will of the German people. 

Referring to their communiqué issued in Reykjavik on .June 25, 1968, 
e Ministers confirm the support of their Govemments for the declared 

etermination of the Three Powers to safeguard Berlin's security and to maintain 
reedom of access to the city. They recall the declaration of the North Atlantic 

rouncil of December 16, 1958, on Berlin and the responsibilities which each 
ember State assumed with regard to the security and welfare of Berlin. They 

ote with satisfaction the important measures taken by the Federal Republic 
f Germany in conformity with the status of Berlin for the purpose of main-
ining the viability of the city. They associate themselves with the position 

f the Three Powers as regards the legitimate concern  of the Federal Govenunent 
or the welfare and viability of Berlin and as regards the resulting ties which 

éxist between the two on the basis of the arrangements in force. 

Ij

The Ministers associate themselves with the call made upon the Soviet 
nion by the Three Powers to respect the quadripartite agreements concerning 

e 
Berlin and the decisions taken pursuant to these agreements by the United I 
States, France and the United Kingdom. 

5. The new uncertainties resulting from recent Soviet actions also extend 
the Mediterranean basin. This situation requires that the Allies continue I 

li)37 every available means their efforts to promote stability and a just and 
î quitable peace, as well as mutual co-operation and understanding, in the area. 

The expansion of Soviet activity in the Mediterranean, including the increased 

1  resence of Soviet naval units, requires vigilance to safeguard allied security. 
6. The members of the Alliance urge the Soviet Union, in the interests 

If world peace, to refrain from using force and interfering in the affairs of 

ither states. 
Determined to safeguard the freedom and independence of their countries, 

they could not remain indifferent to any development which endangers then' 
1 security. 
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