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before sundown, Apsil 11
am Lyon MacKenzie took
passage from Montreal on the river
steamer Waterloo for Quebec, to pay
a visit to some of the leading politi-
cins of Lower Canada. The passengers
and crew numbered upwards of 50
persons, six of the number being wo-
men; of these about fourteen along
with MacKenzie occupled the upper
cabins.
The night passed uneventful. The
following day the weather turned
r and drift ice was seen floating
down the river in ever increasing
masses. Speculation arose among the
passengers as to the clearance of the
channel. However, when one of the
company's pilots came aboard off
Dechambault with the information
that the ice at Cape Rouge had gone
dov and left the river clear, all
gloc was dispelled. By midnight
they would arrive at Quebec.
At sundown while still thirty miles
above the city they came dangerously
ear to a great body of ice choking
¢ channel, and the pilot judged it
turn about and anchor in
considered a safe place up

e world took a gro-

the increasing dark-

the black water

d _limitless, giving back the

image of the stars. By eleven the
ers were all in bed except
MacKenzie, who sat in his cabin read-
At one o'clock, just before re-

essel and found that all
was well. There was no appearance
of storm or danger.

An hour later he was awakened by
some of the passengers pounding on
the cabin door informing him that
they were in Immediate danger. The
ice had come down upon them driv-
ing the ship into the ice fleld above
Cape | . where there was great
danger t all would be lost. Per-

) them that their fears were

ndless, MacKenzie turned over in
his berth and went to slecp.

Three hours later the aspect of the
ice was extremely unfavorable, A
nip of tremendous force between two

e-white floes set the

Waterloo vibrating like a fiddle string
» aroses to the pressure,

zie jumped hurriedly into

thes and came on deck. Dawn

The ice floes

race-horse

and groaned viciously under the in-
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tense pressure. The din was frightful.

Vigilantly watching the ice, and
taking advantage of every opportun-
ity, the river steamer was squeezad
and manoeuvred into spaces of open
water untli a heavy floe surging down
struck the vessel amidships, At the
impact the Waterloo reeled and shook,
then leaned slightly toward the
crowding ice.

For an instant she hung, quivering
with the strain, her ribs and braces
cracking like muskets, then slowly
began to fill. The passengers frant
cally jumped over the rail on to

ice and stepping from floe to floe
endeavored to make the shore, a mile

distant. Captain Perry, MacKenzie
and a few others stood on the ice by
the wreck.

As the ship hung perilously on the
shelving pack, MacKenzie sought the
caplain’'s advice as to the chance of
his going down should he return for
his clothes and baggage, and receiv-

venture, went on board.
his watch and
under the p
saddle bags,
other clothes, and without hat
boots he jumped overboard and made
for the land
He was the last to leave, The tide

ng up river and the

wshed up rough the rent
and rotten ice hindering his Prograss
Picking his way cautiously from floe
to floe, borne high one moment upen
the shoulder of a passing cake only
to be pitched forward the next on
to one less balanced. He kept on
over the livid debris of ever form-
ing. ever breaking ice. One floe gave
way under his weight and he went
up to his neck in the icy water be-
fore he managed to scramble to one
of more surer fool

Suddenly he espied ¢ woman come
pletely exhausted, staggering across
the jce. MacKenzie rushed to her aid

= ey,
MacKenzie siretched himself out over the
perate woman clambered over him fo safety,

ng s
Nearing the shore an open chan-
nel of water confronted them. The
woman was unable to jump the ine
tervening space, but MacKenzle, with-
out hesitation, threw himself scrosy
ch, clinging desperately with
s and feet to two separate unils
of the pack #s the woman walked &
safety
At 6o
at the
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