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| 4 | Has Not Been Tried
“Why has our hoge not ‘een
realized? -We are not yet convinced
that the thing cannot be done. It
has never been tried. Because,it May
not been: tried there *is 'rankling in.
our minds, a feeling that the. scl-
fishness of those lving . along :the
great waterway from' the'city of ‘Fori,
William to the eclty 'of Montreal havey
been placed upon a pedestal while the
national good has been sacrified t
the god of personal greed. . °
‘In 1908 our ‘hopes: were. raised
second time. One of the policles ad-
vocated was the construction of the
Hudson's Bay Rallway. . n we
were to have an all-Canadian route
with a™western port bringing us
eleven huhdred miles nearer our
Liverpool markete P
“A. pew .government came in
power, investigated' the whole pro-
ject, in the: spirit that one political
party naturally investigates the work
of another; decided that the project
was feasble and. ordered the con-
tractor to proceed. 'The contractor
did ‘proceed. For six years the money
of Canada was lavishly spent. The:
grade was built to the Bay. Steel
was. Jaid to. within 92 miles. of the
Bay.' The decision was reached tb go
to Fort Nelson. An artificial island
wasg bullt, An enormous stee! bridge
was built from the main land to the
island. Six million dollars was spent
upon the harbor atwne, Every steel
girder, every bag of cement, every
spike, every machine and tool for the
enormous expenditure I presume was
shipped in through the straits. Yet
eome men contend that never a
bushel of grain can go out
route. I personally know nothing
, but with tt‘:- welght of
evidence produced by two opposing
political parties in ite favor with the
assurance that the expenditure of
20 million dollars of Canadian money
glves, I am compelled to remark that
there must have been tremendous in-

fluences existing to stop construction p

in 1918 when the war was over.
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Under such conditions we ‘will not all |

will tranefer to our children and
children’s children the. only heﬂ::gg
;vh!ch ploneers have ever been
O pase on, mnamely, comfo
homes, clean’ minds and bod;et:.bl:
contentment and dicectness of pip-
bo&e such as any nation would be
proud to build upon for the future, .«
"My hope s that every organiza.
tion interested in the betterment o
the - condition of our farmere: wild
Prosper in its endeavors. My opinio
o that’ a western government shouid_
be 4 farmer's governm:nt in the |

become enoEuply' wealthy bhut we
1l

able

sense that its every affort will be |

for ‘the improvement of its citizens,
who are largely, if not altogether, de.
pendent upon agriculture.”
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(M.G. 26, I, Volume 129)
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