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Find We Are Wrong 
After we have listened to agita­

tors or reformers going about the 
country crying down the enormous 
wealth of what they are pleased to 
term vested interests and insisting 
upon our taking this or that action 
in order to bring greater wealth to 
ourselves, we eventually discover that 
after taking such action we individu­
ally are not very much better off 
than we were before, and we are in­
clined to apply our criticisms to 

I whole sections of Canada or to whole 
i classes of our people, forgetting that 
the great mass of those who are eft- 
gaged in transportation, in Industry or 
in our financial institutions are 
laborers like ourselves.

"After having wandered over a 
considerable part of. this continent.

, aii,d after having been a farmer or
A> 1 | farm laborer on three different'Ocon­
to /Of / ' J nions, and after having ha,d a little

(Special to The Leader) Hfl, ’ experience in' educational, political 
PORT Ada LA PRAIRIE Man 1 itnd other matters. I am inclined to

March 9.—“Transportation is" West- think that the most independent, the
ern , Canada’s outstanding problem" moat healthy, and possibly the beet
re it has been the great problem of nourished class in the Dominion Of
the American continent since 1* was ' Canada today are its farmers, and
cr„ „„ ! fisàia.raS'Su.
solution can "be wortted out is by the many opinions to the contrary not-
people of both Eastern and Western i withstanding.
Canada rising above selfish feeling “Back in 1904 we were inspired
end local interests 4nd working. wl*h new hope when, ttife second
sUculdèr to shoulder for the nolicv transcontinental railway was pro-
which would be of the greatest bene- 3ecte<|. Not only were we given new

, fit to Canada as a whole " This was 1 hope but the road was to be truly
the message brought to" the United national in the sense that Quebec
Fanners of Portage la Prairie at waa to be famed throughout the
their annual banehet by Ron James world not only as the only walledG. Gardiner, premier of 8aska*ch” city on the North American con-
wan and guest of honor in the pro". tln®nt- but a? tbo «reat summer
In ce to which he came 26 yeaiw ago grain port of the eastern coast,as a farm laborer yeans ago while Halifax would serve as the

Premier Gardiner deprecated the wlnt®r terminals of the all year
worship of wealth In AmertoaTwhleh 1 ®ollfd, outl®t tor our grain. A won-
by a -queer distortionofpersiject iv* derful nat-lonal Project keeping the
did not give proper dm to best paying tonnage our railways
who had indeert min* ♦r,“ have to haul on Canadian lines and
had given in return great and lasting ' Passing it through Canadian ports,
service In building 5p Uw rSlW« employment _to Canadian
systems. Quite a number of those I bor'
who showed that initiative and that ! 
willingness to apply themselves very i 
n pidly amassed » considerable for- ! 
tune*.

"Each one of you,* he said, "can ■ 
remember that In your boyhood the ! 
chief pastime of young men every- 1 
where on this continent was to read j 
the lives of men who had gone Into ! 
the great industrial centers, amassed $ 
enormous wealth and gained posl- ; 
tions of authority and influence such 
hj were scarcely dreamed of In any 
other place at any other time Not 
more than two decades ago. the 

mort widely known through- 
» Dominion of Canada were 

Lord Strathcona,
Mackenzie and
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Snerificgs National Interest 
"The national interest to being 

ïifleed to the Ihtereeta of a
few individual» iTvhîg'lifong the es­
tablished trade route leadiîïff- Zym 
the weertern wheat fields to our na- 1 
tional Canadian porte.

“I do flot condemn eastern inter­
ests or big Interests or organized In- j 
tercets or organized farmer», or the 
farmers’ government of Manitoba. I 
condemn that attitude of mind in 
Manitoba which would perritit you 
to tax our wheat If it passed your 
exchange but would deny us an equal 
tvelght rate to ship our wheat east 
and west. I condemn the attitude 
of the Alberta professor who comes | 
into Saskatchewan and condemns the 
Hudson’s Bay Railway now thtit (they i 
have the Pacific route. I condemn 

h the attitude of mind in both Alberta 
and Manitoba which under régula- , 
tions permit your people to drink 

*7 home-made beet but under regula­
tions/ prevents your people from 
drinking Saskatchewan beer. If I 
were a drinking man X would Just 
as coon get a “kick” out of Saska­
toon as out of Winnipeg. 

j “The most, harmful slogan e*er 
f introduced into the considerationlof 
. western public matters was the oly 

down with eastern vested Interest,’ 
which hae developed Into an attenfot 
to organize the east against the wist 
and the west against the east. L.
wanmijiiiiMijI
2U kfor"' eTery eftort to remis 

from the appeals of the organize 
to which, I belong^any such unwd 
sentiment. Jr
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Premier J. G. Gardiner 
Stresses Need for 

Co-operation
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Strength in Unity
is the solution for out

‘In unltyPtoerhs? stoeng^-^Leî'a"i 

those who believe that the de.velop- 
ment of the> east means prosperity 
for the west and the development of 
the west means prosperity -for the 
east stand shoulder to shoulder. 
Under such conditions we will not all 
become enormously wealthy but we 
w’LIJ.tral?efer_to our children and our 
effl dren s children the. only heritage 
which pioneers have ever been able 
to pass on, namely, comfortable 
homes, clean minds and bodies, a 
contentment end directness of pur­
pose such as any nation would be 
prSy,d , build UP0" for the future. • 

^fy hope is that every organize 
tlon interested in the betterment ol 
the condition of our farmetfl will 
prosper In its endeavors, jfy opinio*
10 that a western government should 
bo a farmer’s government in the' 
sense that its e,very effort will be 
for the Improvement of its citizens 
who are largely, if not altogether, de­
pendent upon agriculture." 1

“What
westerrit*

Has Not Been Tried
"Why has our hope not been 

realized? -We are not yet convinced 
that the thing cannot be dime. It 
has never been tried. Because it has 
not been tried there Ms rankling in 
our minds, a feeling that the s«--l- 
flshneas of those living along Hie 
great waterway from the city of Fori 
William to the city of Montreal have» 
been placed upon a pedestal while the) 
national good hi^s been sacrlfied toj 
the god of personal greed.

"In 1903 our hopes were raised aj 
second tint®- One of the policies ad­
vocated was the construction of the 
Hudson’s Bax Railway. Again we 
were to have an all-Canadian route 
with a western port bringing us 
eleven hundred miles nearer our 
Liverpool market* -s_

“A new government came into 
power, investigated the whole pro­
ject, in the spirit that one political 
party naturally investigates the work 
of another, decided that the project 
was feasible and ordered the con­
tractor to proceed. The contractor 
did proceed. For six years the money 
of Canada waft lavishly spent, 
grade was built to the Bay. 
was laid to. within 92 miles of'the 
Bay. The decision was reached tb go 
to Fort Nelson. An artificial island 
was built, An enormous stee? bridge 
was built from the main land to the 
island. Six million dollars was spent 
upon the harbor alone. Every steel 
girder, every bag of cement, every 
spike, every machine and tool for the 
enormous expenditure I presume was 
shipped in through the straits. Yet 
eome men contend that 
bushel of grain can go out 
route. I personally know nothing 
about It, but with the weight of 
evidence produced by two opposing 
political parties in its favor with the 
assurance that the expenditure of 
20 million dollars of Canadian money 
gives, I am compelled to remark that 
there must have been tremendous in­
fluences existing to stop construction 
in 1918 when the war was over.

names 
out the
those of X X HUIT 
Lord Shaughnessy, 
Mann. IHumble Beglnnlnae

Mlfs
log service, particularly to the Cen­
tral West of the continent upon 
which we live. They did, indeed, 
make wealth for themselves, but the 
Y/ealth which they made for thero- 
sciveu was Infinitesimal as compared 
with the wealth which they made 
for the countries In which they lived 
and labored. The fact of the matter 
is that they added more cents value 
to every bushel of grain produced 
In the western part of this continent 
by creating the efficient transporta­
tion systems which they developed, 
than those systems will ever be per­
mitted to take out of the wheat 
which will be produced here from 
generation to generation. I

"When we examine closely into the 
condition which exists today and 
compare with it the condition which 
would have existed were it not for 
the great developments I have been 
speaking of, we are bound to admit 
that the benefits accruing to us Bn- 
dlvidmily because of those develop­
ments are much greater than the 
chargee that are made upon us by 
the men who have become enormous­
ly rich-o In other words, the produce 
of our 'mines, our forests, our fish­
eries and our farms has been so great 
that a very small toll taken upon 
each unit of that produce and spread 
over the great, mass of those engaged 
in its production affects the indi­
vidual producer very little, but 
creates enormous fortunes for the 
comparatively few individuals who 
have been engaged in the organiza­
tion of industry, the organization of 
transportatlbn and the organization 
of finance. That is the reason why 
so many of us have been disappoint-^
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