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’?. TRAVEL CUTS Y

Daytona Beach
Bus Package
from $299
Sunday River
Ski Weekend
i from $199 |
New York City
Air Package

from $299

Call: ‘

| 494-2054

‘ Special Fares
available within

Canada
during

Spring Break!
The Travel Company of

the Canadian Federation
i of Students

=

Dalhousie
Student
Union

AZETTE

TTME SMiTH
C CORONK
PERSONAL

COMPUTER
PC 320/3865X

$1991
SAVE
$150.00
OR

$87.00
MONTH

+ 386SX - 20 mhz,

+ 1 MB RAM (expand to 8 MB)

+ 40 MB Hard Drive (.17 ms

Access)

+5 1/4 And 3 1/2 High Density Drive

+ 101 AT Keyboard (click touch)

» 14" VGA COLOUR MONITOR

+ MS - DOS 5.0

+ MS - WORKS 2.0

+ + other software included

« 1 (800) TOLL FREE SUPPORT

« 1 Year on site service

Also PC 220 286 - 16 mhz
1749 Save $150.00
STUDENT LEASE FROM
$78.95 MONTH (x36)
all taxes included!
SEE QUR COMPLETE LINE
OF CANON BUBBLE JET
PRINTERS AND ACER
COMPUTERS

CENTURY COMPUTER
Sales & Service Limited

| 2772 ROBIE ST. 454 - 5515

Trio/Self T
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Popper/Buenos Dias Jesus/Cargo = 39/C/Sons Of Freedom/Gunp/MCA * 40/C/
Jello Biafra & NomeansNo/The Sky Is Falling.../AlternativeTentacles = 41/Vari-
ous/Golden Throats Vol. 2/Capitol @ 42/REM/Out Of Time/Warner * 43/C/
Loreena McKennitt/The Visit/Warner # 44/C /Shadowy Men On A Shadowy
Planet/Music For Pets 7"/Jet Pack/K(US) = 45/Proclaimers/King Of The Road EP/
Chrysalis/MCA # 46/C/Michie Mee & LA Love/Jamaican Funk Canadian Style/First
Priority Atlantic @ 47/C/Me, Mom & Morgentaler/Clown Heaven & Hell/Chooch
w 48/SOHO/Goddess/Attic/A&M ® 49/C/Shangs/A Bit Of Semi Heaven/Judy Gee
w 50/C/Doubting Thomas/The Infidel/Cargo # 51/Lemonheads/Favourite
Spanish Recipes/Warner = 52/C/Joni Mitchell/Night Ride Home/DGC/MCA = 53
C/Lillian Allen/Nothing But A Hero/Verse To \"iny[ w 54/C/The Rose Vaughn
itled/Independent Tape = 55/Cyberaktif/Tenebrea Vision/Wax Trax =

SECOND HAND BOOKSTORE

The Dalhousie Student Unionis once again running

a co-op style book exchange for the students of Dalhousie.
So dust off last years texts and put them towards buying
the books you'll need this year!

RECEIVING BOOKS -

Today & Tomorrow

Drop off times - 12:00 Noon to 4:00 pm
If you have books you would like us to sell,

bring them to:

ROOM 220 of the SUB

(Selling is done on consignment. )

SELLING BOOKS - Jan. 13th, 14th & 15th
Pick up times - 12:00 Noon to 4:00 pm

SAVE LOTS OF CASH!

Buy quality school text books

at DISCOUNT Prices!

ROOM 220

Dalhousie Student Union

Students working with Students!
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Examining the country connection

BY MATTHEW MURPHY
N HALIFAX THERE is one

station that is always static:
Country 101.9.

Why it has remained pro-
grammed on my truck’s radio, and
is the only station in my brother’s
car, are mysteries to me. Some-
times country music can provide
great insight into the meaning of
life while other times it seems to
mutter along to an old family photo
album.

oS

Country has always been con-
servative but it has never before
been in such a strategic position to
flatten the minds of its listeners.

The question is: what's attrac-
tive about country music and can
we separate the wheart from the
chaf?

You can divide new country art-
ists into two groups: Those who
think they live country (Randy
Travis, Travis Trentand Alabama)
and those that use country music as
a musical style (Dwight Yokum,
Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood).

[tis the former who have led this
wonderful musical art form down a
perilous garden path.

For most listeners, country liv-
ing as expressed through recent
country music is merely an illusion
— a fanciful departure from the
real world. Urbanization has dis-
placed country music from its roots
and it has been struggling to estab-
lish its authenticity since the early
1970s. Songs from the 70s and 80s,

like “1 was Country when Country
“A Country Boy Can
“Country Boy,” all

wasn't cool,”
Survive” and
try to root the artist and listener in
time period that is gone and its
value only imaginable.

Country music is best when it

sings from the heart — love, heart-

aches, and cheatin’.

There are other subject matters
which have been fused into the
tradition like gunfighting ballads
and truckin’, but most new country
panders to the false Utopian coun-
try model.

This myth of goodness associ-
ated with the country is what sells

a lot of records today. The urban
dweller is sick of city problems and
happily finds solace in the illusions
of a simple rural life.

The result is a very bland and
pathetic justification for making
money.

Most new country is no longer
connected to the past by land. The
mythof country living isafalse and
empty touchstone.

When performers take this new
direction, the congruent inspira-
tion is lost and the music suffers.
They have even come to be ma-
nipulated by conservarive forces in
the U.S. For example, George Bush
recently commissioned Randy
Travis ro write asong called “Points
of Light” that became a huge hit.

This trend might be tolerable
were it not in the context of a
capitalist music industry and the
destructive capability of videos.
Both these phenomenons exacer-
bare and reinforce country music’s
plight.

These days, the best country
musiciansaren't wasting their time
by shamming a mock authenticity;
they are building on the musical
rradition.

These valid country performers
call on past mortifs to reinforce the
emotions they wish to express.
They use the music and recognize
the limits of its vocabulary.

For instance they don’t do coun-
try covers of Sam Cooke songs or
write about the little lady who
works two desks down. These tra-
ditionalists have the right idea
about country music and are the
key to country survival.

Open 7 Days aweek F
Free Delivery

454-6222 .

Fine ltalian Pizza & Salads
“The f?%(lx wilty Class”

- Student Special! &
1 Large Pizza $9.99 .

Three Toppings Included

)




