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The flrs undergroud comic 1 ever
saw appearedl k4ofa al places, Hurtig's
Books (now Audrey's) circa 1971. Just how
that lame issue of Mob.?S (Ms Co.mXot,
outo the shelves of a respectable store like
Hurties is something of amystery; it was
the uagie soliraq cmlc in the store and
diere bave been no others since. Perhap
soaédru fiend slipped it in among ch
boo sIhoin an ateriosclerotic

busiessian M stumbleon it anid have

MvbkWs Ows: captivated rme im-
medîaaely. On its badc over was a dianacter
oeadiag somnedulcg called Far Oa Panmnas,,
whose content& had somehow caused the
gentleman's brain ro eruprt ram his skull in
a doud of smoke and fime while bis tangue
loled ot0f kils mouth tour or tive fret,, and
his body exrrites exploded al aven the

lar pychdeicRoman candies.
The ootioe acoeopaning,,the. picture
swrted"Itduiswbarhappenetitoyour aId
uans hend when he finil 7 reed one ofthe
oemashcmahr youwihasakidbuythis
and, iiuce you te big enough to throw hùn
dowu the stairs, take à haine mnd show hlm
what kinti af comics y i'ereadup4 now!'

The amenrs lt ptthe ampled
the mmnd ppl~advenrures of

Mcl>ope, nexlct depiction 0f
twO fà@"i «pU*tfl a vignette of
Richurd 14 à- dlughar the Presiden-
q wsusW a bunch of fu&lang hasales"
(thme euas lâter the worldidscrvered that
dii wasu v4 how Nixon raled), and
3mm gelownrigiht twisted advertisements
<.g. 'Eecome à human warerpipe - be the

CZL three years folkowed
dis puchase I1dlscavered a better

supplier: Bulwinkies (leneral Store, in its
aid grübby location on th.easr side of 101

There, on the. racis between the
rolllng papers andi used record albums, I
Wln gedi headlong inta di. underworld of

r.Natural andi Flakey Foont, die
Fabulons Furry Freak Brothers Barefootz,
Arnoldi Peck the Human Wreck, Wonder
Wairhmg and al dhe ather weird andi

woneridcharacrers dreanied rp b
vamius graphic art outlaws. In addition I
purchaseti Mark jamnes Estren's somnewhat
pedautic Hiaoy of lndrgrod Comix
which helpeti put them into perspective
andi aidet inwintelligent coelecting.

Gradualiy 1 camne ta dhe conclusion
that, laving aside- a lot of juvenile
exhlbitionissa and recycle TolkienSFpap,
sanda of what was in the undergroiud
mmrix was not only hilarious andi enjoyabe,
but devastatin0y intelligent; that .1 was
dealiqn with hteausur - the sort ot thing
ourddren wilbe studying 25 years from
nov (if the humin race survives that long
in freshman Euglsh courses alongside
Toss of the D'-Urbtirvdkls andi Lenny
Bruce s Iiow To Tdk Dîrny and Infiae

#OThe pri*me artist arrong tdie car-
raonists studieti wiIl undoubtably be the
maligneti, misundenstooti, persecuteti. and

Sharon Kahn Ru"ahlisacatooniwhose w u wa iiasd (às "as4S"7y Lcnika'$) n
the ««PorkRoosa" .xhibit eathe .Ring Houa Gllry(SScopposieoe). TIa c xcezpr as
fram 'Wimmen's Cornu" 805.

Èullwînkl&s fw loniger cardes underground
cexix. -Too many liassies with Customos it

It wil be a while yet, it seerns, betore
Crumhb's "Joe Blow" strip, whidi once
brought down - the -wrath oft the
sututnds, gains the. respectabiity of,

saVlaire's satire of the Bibical passage

buttered with cow mianure. &M,

pcsvrng Robert Crumb, whoSc shar
saie fAmerican lifté will someday rate, I

believe, wirhthosem of hils spirtual
predecessrs Voltaire &M Sinclair ei..

P&sny san4ergromnd coin-
ics 'soe Itei o, thie Sont of
tbing thas will b. rtsdied inu
f nmmi Engisb by yoàsr

But Mhis is the sidiject a mloger esy
which hopefuMy 1 wil. have time to rt
later this year-wben 1 Set a respite tram
(amioag ather diùins) t',%e onerous task of
openlng 514bushe nE fjuk maileveryda
publcizing artists wbo aren'r fi:ta f

Cubsinkweil.
Let vmeclose by mentioning the sad

news that Iast Friday 1 dLscavered that
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