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Council received a petîtion with the signaturespf over f ive
hundred students. Although thewording is flot correct'
according to the Students' Union's regulations-regarlirig

Generi Meting, theinteislaclear.

Theefoein accordance With Article X, Section 20of

Gêneai eefg, f te àudet .od toconsider theý

-13 R e»Iedýtha th Stdens'Union hold a fair
retredum, n .#i, »thofMarch, -1984, on

nmmubeshlp nthe- Canadien Federaition- of Students.

The issue at hand is flot the legltimacy of the October
referendum as the resuit Wà declared tegal by the
UniversÎty ODiSciplînary Panel, but rather, its "fairness."

In order to address this issue, 'lair" wtil be definied as:
()operating with créer regulations without advantage to

sk ie; (2) being runwtth ail aides beftng adequately and
conscloi&sly .représenféd.

This speclal General Meeting wli betield on Wednesa-
da,21 March 1084 in the UnIversiade Pavillion.,

The,édoôrs wiII open at 12:00 Noori. ,A count for the
purposes of establishing quorum wttt be talcenet 12:30p. M.

Accordlng to Bytsw 600 of the Students' Union
Constitution and Bylaws, quorum is onetwentleth (1/20)
of Students' Union memberahlp.

W. encourage ail students to attend this meeting.

Sincemtly,,
STUDENTS UNION ËXECUTIVE COMMITTrEE,

s. N

:orns about VYT use is.
it dangerous levels of
s have concluded that
VDT operators from

Conrtrones>but pencil ana papor tU
.leàd ti>.problems with the tasks,"

Thus, some tgwlpromise in the
roqired if the VD opoerator is usin
materi. IThelght must be bright eni
withoat, reducing s creen content.-

The referèncé documents couid
a smaii, screened iam,P. However,ý
document s hlould be made from a
whiteso that the operâtor does flot f
adlust his vision from a dark screin

As we.ll, the reference materi*,Ie
close to the screen so thatfrequent li
movements are avoided. The mait
piaced at the samne dista~e

Backacfhes, neckcrms
shoulder pain1 and general,
fa0ge. anresuit frompooi

design of the VDTwork static
radiation. According 10 the Federal-ProvinciaI Sub- to avoid frequent c
Committee on RadiationSurveiliance, "ail the scientific the'eyei. A document holie may..a
evidence supports the conclusion that video-dispIay ' The-face of the screenshould b
terminais do not pose a radiation hazard to indivîduals -. the Une of sight. The Ameriçan Opte
operating such devices. rocommends that the top of the sci

.This conclusion is shared by heaith agencies ail beiow the operatôr's straiiht.h ead s
ovor the worid. NIOSH-reports-that ultrav iolet, visible, the conter of'the sdéèen a0 degret
and lnfrared light emissions fiiom VDXT's are ail weil considorable disagreement on t
below safet: limits. 'distance, howvever. NIOSH, recomni

1The Radiation Protection4*.treiu, of Health and tho Amorican.aQptometric Associatic
Wolfare Canada, lested 150 dffk*rent VOT modèes and- the -Executive Fitnets Newsietter 27
found no X-ray omission.above natural background greater. Each operatôr shotild<siiim
levels experlencod in evoeryday life. four birth defor- at which ho feels most conifortable
mities lin Ontario allegodly caused- by. VOT1 use wore The American. Optometînc .A%"
conciudid te nothbaver>esulte frôm 4iaion emittedý. chaiaçrtere en -,thiescreéhsêx"ldWb

from terminais. b-Merta teb
Accord ing to' the Radiation' Protection Bureau, should be adjustabm _c

"there is overwhelming evidence to show that VDT's characters %hoùld-ýaIse be 64MeÔu
omit no -rays at ail, and the non-ionizing radiations
emitted are well beiow even the mhost restrictive,
standard.,,

.Some 2doubts remain, however. Geraid Capian, of
the Toronto Departmnent of Public Health, said in a 1981
report that "there romnains 5ubstantial uncerta inty and

disareeenton -the potentia- consequences of
cumulative, low-level non-ionizing radiation,".

A report from the BC Occupational Environrmrit Y
Branchechoes this sentiment: >'Concern stdi exists over-
the possible long-terni effects of low-levei radiation L
from r many sources, including VI)T's. More research is,
required in this area to obtain a consensus among the
sciontific community,»
4~e ad Vision ýProbemns

As noted eariier, oye problems are very wldespread
among VDT users. However, current ophthalmologic
theory says that oyes are not permnanontly darnaged by
cloevisuai work. Accord ing to Dr. M.A. Mainster of
tho Harvard Medical School, there are no iasting effects
f rom oye discomfort and thore is no way eyestraint cani
cause oye damago.

Blurred visi on will generaily return tonormai after
a rost period. In any event, the Aýmerican Opt0mtric -

Association recommends thorough oye-vsinex..
aminations annually for V>T opei'itors. j

Vorttsnateiy, many oye problems cani b. éorrected
through the proper design of the equipment and its
office envlronment.

Levels of giare and of gene rai office and internai
machine lightlng are the main causes of oye problems
for VDTI workers.

Reflected glarecan bereduced by making sure that
windows and other bright light sources do notshineon '. .4
the screen. Te oerator sboud aise not sit facing a
brlght lghî oucbu nstead his lino of slght shouid be
paraièl kith office windows. Drapes and shades cani be viewing. The BC Occu IionlEuW~ to reduce giare fromf windows and lampos.'.1- says that they. shouldbe 3.

Large background surfaces in the office.shouldbe Grimeý on- the, scren eior
in soft pastels or warm groy, and devoid of point sources tubesmaty cause charact ilrg
6f Ilght. decrease, osesshoz4eg

Tbere are subýtantiWi liffereuites of opinion over « oid parts repiaced.
proper leviels of overati roorn iîghtl ng. The 'BC Static f rom the maàch lnay cOccupational Environment Branch vecommends leveis as-Wel.I o fsai s t
of 500 to 700 lux for corinuous work from paper screen. A ScandinavIan h asi
reference materials anri 3MOi o SOOlux f9roccasionai use, static attracts viru I
o f paper materials. i fie Ans iÉ.i.dtI Optomtric Associa- respiratory probiems and> In lesi
tion recomimends a level of 300 to 500 lux and the another study postulate t static:
Swedish governiment rocommends 2w l ux. the face 10 vibrato. Thesa 1ratil

According 10 Dr. Michael Smith'of.NIOSHfew (If organisme tu skimf across facea
an1y) of these recommendatiows are based on testing eye> causing oye Infeciored, test fi

-aid, foliow-up research. The onlygeneral agreement hairs on one's arme: if the exces
seemns to bo that overali tlghtlng- levels shouki be stand Up.
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