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T HE reverberation. of the far-souinding voice of Mr. Jamnes J. Hill,talking free trade between Canada and the United States,
carries my mind back to a lovely autumni day some time prior

to 1891 when I found mnyseif on the Fair Grounds o-f Napanee to listen
to a speech in favour of Commercial Union by that compact dynamo
of energy, the late Erastus Wiman. 1 was littie more than a boy at
the time, and knew practically nothing about the points at issue.
Wîman attracted me, however, very mucli. Hie scemed so sincere, so
earnest and so well-informed. When lie got through, old Senator
Reid-long since dead-arose on the platform to state lis opposition
to Mn. Wiman's general conclusions. The Senator was sour and
enab'bed.in his attitude toward the public, and hie hiad not prepared
himseif for the encounten. So lie was "shiort" on facts, but "elonig"
on denuniciation. -Mr. Wimani replied, if 1 remnember riglitly, ini an
aniable manner in whidh lie seemed to be sonry for the poor old
gentlemanl who could not see the dawning of the light. If I liad voted
on the question then, I wouild have voted with Wiman.

Tr lEN came tlie thorougli discussion whicli led up to tlie electoral
Acampaign of 1891. The Commercial Unionists liad to change

their ground to that of Unrestricted Reciprocity; and even liere tliey
were beaten. The Canadiani people were fearful lest Unrestricted
Rerinricotv miglit iminenil Britishi connection: and tliey wene not to

servants that they, too, should take bribes when they are deaiing
with other business bouses. That'is, it pays out good money to bribe
the servants of a customer to 'betray their employer; and the chief
thing it gets for this outlay is the certainty that its own servants wii:
betray it in turn.

F our business houses are engaged in this fool's game of "beggar
my neighbour," they have less business slirewdness than is com-

monly supposed. A man who hires another to corrupt a third, must
be very confiding, i 'ndeed, if hie does not expeet lis own instrument
to take the hint and be open to such profitable corruption himseli.
Even in these Marine Department exposures, we have seen cases in
which the servants of a merchant, who was sending "presents" to
Govern-ment oifficiais, hinted to these officiais that they mig-ht weil
liand back a part of the "present" to the obliginig servants who carried
it to tliem. Corruption is a contagious disease -of the utmost viru-
lence; and.the merdhant who plants the virus in his own establish-
ment must expect it to infect every man lie lias. In the long run, hie
is bound to, lose far more than he gains. He will 'be betrayed quite as
often as his rivais; and hie wiil pay the price of at Ieast his rival's
betrayal into the bargain. I. cann<>t believe that any suich custom is
uiniversal. Where it exists, it ouglit to be treated like an), other forma
of criminial treachery. There is no ýbaser, more dangerous or more
odious crime than treason, public or private.
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