
THE HOME 0F TUE MARITIME LIEBUT ENANT-GOVERNORS
Chathamn, on the Miramichi, has given two Governors ta the Province of New Brunswick, the present Lieutenant-Governor Tweedie and his predecessor Governor Snowbail

yN north - eastern
INew Brunswick,
Lin that part of

ancient Acadie
which reputable his-
torians dlaim ta have
been the vrntable ter-
ritary sold ta the King
of France by Sir
David Kirke in 1632
or thereabouts, a mag-
nificent river runs ta
the sea draining and
watering a fertile and
prosperous country.
3ath river and terri-
tory are called Mira-
michi. Here in abarig-
inal days was the ideal
hunting-graund, rich
in fish and gamne, with
a wealth af
forests, inter-
secteti by in-
n umerable
full - fiaading
streams, alI

Chief Peter julian. empitying inta
the anc great mather-river; and because
it was remnoved from the war-trail ai either
Mohawk or Iroquais and so richly endowed
by the exuberant hand ai Nature, the
Micmacs called it Miramichi, Happy Retreat.

The Micmac has nat gone.-he will ever survive
in this and other place-names-but hîs place has
been taken b>' the efficient sans ai Great Britain-
English, Irish and Scotch settlers. Their settle-
mnents, which ever>' little while fiawer out in large
incarparated towns or pretty, picturesque villages,
f11l the watershed oi the river except for the un-
broken foresta at its head. North af them lie the
French districts of the Bay Chaleur, the Nepisiguit
and Restigouche, and to the south that compsite
of French and English which ramifies through the
caunties called Kent and Wcstxnoreland. A sturdy
race their pioncer forefathers were, hard-headed
Scotchnien, hard-working Irishrnen, with a sprink-
hing-just enough ta notice-af capable
Englishmen. Presbytenians and Roman
Catholica, bath dceply sineere in their re-
ligiaus professions and bath, strange ta
sa>', idealists in their religious beliefs, re-
spccted each other froni the outset, and
have ever lived in the most agreeable har-
mony. They might differ in their opinions
as ta the right way ta the best positions i
the ather wonld, but in politics they were
as likely ta be on the sanie side or ta bc
divîded in their vicws amang theinscives
as hanest men are cerywhere. Hlence re-
higiaus bickcring was unkiiawn amnong
them; co that the real Miramichi man ai
aur day, true ta the traditions af bis fathers
ever finds a subjeet ai wondernient and
aiten ai aniazement ini the religiaus jeal-
ousies ai the outside world.

It na>' thus be safel>' inierred that
Miramichi still deserves its sobriquet ai
Rapp Retreat.

The anc gencrous>' attractive feature ai
the cauntry--ethical considerations a part
-is, 'howcver, its noble river, the Mfira-
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michi. Rising in the far watersheds of west-
ern New Brunswick, its course almost for the
first one hundred miles checked and impeded by
Laurentian upheavals, it na soaner shakes itself
free than it widens and develops into a lordly,
fuil -flowing river, several miles wide at its
mouth. Along its northern bank soft sandstone
cîiffs rise to precipices and then lose themselves in
smooth, sloping.lawns, only again to assert theni-
selves bfare gvine way to the intervale country
at its mouth. T he south bank is flot so picturesque,
the sandstone showing only in feeble heights; but
an accliviaus background is neyer wanting, except
perhaps near the sea where sandy reaches glow in
th,ý August suri.

Along the river, but more especially in the tawns
and their vicinity, great sawmuills and pulp-mills
proclaim, their industries. King log stili reigns.

Beaubairs Island on the Miramichi below Newcastle.

And while the suppl>' oi lumber is said ta fail far
short ai what it was in the good days ai old,
the piles ai sawn material which each miii emits
show no visible diminution ai iarest suppl>'. The
presence ai pulp-mills or those adjuncts ai pulp-
nis which prepare the raw matenial, cutting it
into lengths or blcks, is instanced as proaf ai de-
generatian and failure ai supply ai merchantable
timber. This mnay be the case, and na doubit is the
case, but the tcndcncy nowadays is towards ecanony>

in by-products everywhere. Even the butchers no
longer throw away the hoafs and horns of cattle as
waste products.

Chatham, the largest town on the river, enjoya
the distinction of being the home of the present
Lieutenant-Governor of the province, Hon. .. j
Tweedie, as it was of the late Lieutenant-Gavernrx
Snowball. It is not every provincial tawn whidli
can give, hand-running, two governars ta a pro-
vince. I may here remark upon the democratic
ease with which Governor Tweedie moves amour
his fellow tawnsmen. He is one of themselves, and
y et maintains his dignity and farfeits no prestige,
In the olden days when the lumber business was at
its best and Miramichi was famîliarly known in the.
timber markets of Europe, it was na uncomiflo»
sight, so old residents say, ta sec one hundred
square-rigged ships lying at anchor before the town.
In fact, as if in presage of its distinction in this
respect, the site upon which the tawn now stands
was known ta the early pianeers as Spruce Tre.,

by reason af a great spruce which project-.
el uponi the river and was a landmnark
there. Here until quite recently y au coulF see the oid Henderson house, miade manous
as one of the aldest residences on the river,
and the refuge ta which the early British
setters fled when there was likelihood of a
Micmac uprising. The Roman Catholic
cathedral, Hotel Dieu Haspital and convent
schoal buildings overlook the tawn. The
cathedral is an espceçially handsorne struc-

ture af brown stone, desîgned on chaste Gothic
hunes, and wins admiration the closer ane views it.
OJne ai the landmarks af the town is "the old
McCurdy Churcli," the first religious home af the
Free-Kirkers or Antiburghers, as they were called,
when they seceded from the Auld Kirk; a monu-
ment ta the independent spirit af certain Scotch-
men of that day. To the irreverent young boy it
is stili known as "the church with the rooster,» the.
weather-vane on the spire being the cock which
chided Peter. It was a case af crowing aver the
ather party. -When the question of a suitable and
arnamental finial ta the spire came up before the
building camnmittee, a member staod up and nioved
that it be a cock, adding as a clincher: "We'll hae

a cack ta craw over them l"-meaning the
Auld-Kirkites. And sa it was; and th
church was built arouind a yaung minister
of the name af McCurdy, who hiad corne
Up from Nova Scotia ta the Antiburghes
in their distresa, and whose long and eff-
cient ministrations in it idenitified it with
his name.

But at Moorefield, across the river,
burgher and antiburgher laid aside their
thealogical repuignances and wcre interred
in one camman graveyard, the moss-cover-
cd stanes ai which bear dates f rom 19
downward.

On the river, between Chathami andi
Newcastle, on the northern bank, a mile
below the latter town, is an historie spot.
dating iram the ancient Frenchi regime andnaw lknown as French Fort Cave. Here
two hundred years aga the white flag ofthe Bourbons fiaated ahove a fort of Si,-
teen guns buiît upon aL rocky Promontory.
It commanded the river in both directions
and was designed ta protect a large tradingvillage af voyageurs and fishermen up>on
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