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Activities of Protestant Laymen.O %N Tuesday of last week, tlie people of Ottawa
and Ayliner were greatly interested in, cele-
brating the sixtietli anniversary of Dr.

Francis E. Clark, fouinder of the Christian En-
deavour Society. Dr. Clark is a native of Aylmer,
but early in if e left tliat village to, be adopted by
an uncle in the United States. His*real name is
Syinmes, but lie bas always uised his uncle's sur-
name. Tlie celebration last week included a me-
morial service to Dr. Clark's mother, Mrs. Lydia
Clark Symmes.

Dr. Clark was one of tlie firbt to realize tlie
value of giving tlie cliildren and young people in
the churches a broader religious education, and of
allowing them a larger share in dhurci work. His
exanmple lias led to other movements of a similar
nature, sudh as tlie Student Volunteer Movement,
tlie Laymen's movement, and the Men and Religion
camnpaign. Tlie latter movement is the latest, and
is dealt witli in a special article ehsewliere in this
issue. The organizers of it have been at work for
nearly two years, but tlie active, broad campaign
commences this week.

Laymen's movements are perliaps but a natural
feature of a deniocratic age. There is a growing
feeling that religion is as mucli a question of con-
<huct as of faith. Tlie weakness of Protestantism
lias been its failuire to perme>ate the daily life and
conduct of its adherents, and tlie consequent loose-
ness of the tie whicli bound tlie majority to the
faitli. In recent years there lias been a decided
change in this -respect. Humanitarianism and
inorality have, as it were, been merzed witli re-

and the boys. Surely the lesson is clear that the
remedy is in the hands of the clergy.

The Romance of a Great Daily.
T HE story of the Manitoba Free Press, Winni-

peg's great daily paper, is most interesting.
Its founders struggled with it for some years,

but it first took its premier position in the West
when ýthe Canadian Pacifie Railway found it ad-
visable to play a part in western affairs. After the
"Young Napoleon" from Brandon, Hon. 'Clifford
Sifton,' broke into Dominion politics about fifteen
years ago, he managed to secure a controlling in-
terest in it. How lie induced the Canadian Pacific
people to part witli it and how he secured tlie funds
to make the purcliase Mr. Sifton lias neyer re-
vealed. It bas often been reported that the late
Walter Massey, of the Massey-Harris 'Company,was associated with Mr. Sifton in the purchase.
If that is true, the secret lias been weIl kept.,

When Mr. Sifton left tlie Government at Ottawa
and ceased to be a Cabinet Minister, lie ellowed tlie
Free Press to continue to give tlie Laurier ad-
ministration as full support as it liad previously
g-iven. This year-, wlien Mr. Sifton made a furtlier
breach in his relations with the Laurier adminis-
tration and declared against reciprocity, the Free
Press continued the even tenor of its way. It
seemned curious to many people tliat Mr. Sifton
should not have ordered tlie paper wliici lie con-
trolled to adopt lis policy. But hie did flot. He

Il tAfter the Elections.
(-N fthe first duties of the new Posti-

don Wilson, Nortli Wentwortli; A.ý E. Fripp, of
Ottawa; J. J. Carrick, Port Arthur; and W. J
Paul, in Lennox.

The reason why so many Conservative members,
of the Legisiature went into the Federal figit: may
be traced to the influence of the Hon. Frank Cochi-
rane, who bas become tlie, greatest political force in
Ontario on tlie Conservative side, and wlio lias been
the provincial director-general of the campaign
whici lias just closed. Mr. Cochirane, apparently,
was determined to have the best men available as
Conservative candidates in the reciprocity battie,
even if lie depleted the local bouse. In tliis lieprobably liad tlie full approval of Sir James Whit-
ney, whlalso tlirew liimself lieart and soul into the
Federal campaign.

If Ontario goes as strongly Conservative in tliis,
week's, battie as it did at tlie last ýDominion election,
then the Province may prepare for anotlier general
election before the year is out.

Eliminating Taxation Follies.ATAX on improvements is a questionable tax.
So say thje newest critics. In Vancouver,
improvenients on property. ate not taxed in

tlie sliglitest degree. In Winnipeg improvements on
buildings are taxed only sixty per cent,' while vacant
land is assessed at the saine figure as 'tlie adjoining
occupied land. In Ontario improvements are taxed
at the samne rate as tlie land. In:this matter, tlie
West is more progressive tlian the East.

But tlie East is waking Up. At its last session,
tlie Ontario Legisiature passed acts providing for
tlie abolition of the farxn lands exemption in cities
and for the expropriation of land in cities where
sucli land would be benefitted by public expenditure.
The 'latter Act enaliles a municipality to gatiier in
a profit whicli rightfully belongs to the municipality
but whicli would otherwise go to private owners,

There is a furtlier movement on foot to get an
Act throughl the Ontario Legislature to enable muni-
cipalities to reduce taxes on buildings, improvements,
and business assessment, and to tlirow the increased
tax on land values, as is now commonly done in
Western Canada and in the United States. A bill
for the purpose was introduced hast session, but met
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