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Tubby gravely replied, "~Stoney-
Broke."

-CHAPTER XV.
Love aliI-flfteen; th irty; forty-

deucel Vantage!l GameNIl

T HF)O, s.waylug lierseif slowly to
aud fro lu a lawn-liarnrock, sang
under lier breatli a little mouru-

fui love-soug tliat ended witli the
litany: "Prom Love 'foresweru andi
Lave foreleru, keep tliou me andi I
tliee." Tlie brîlliaut tint o! lier cheeks,
tbe gray sparlile o! lier eyee were
dîmmed, and the curi o! lier lips was
changed, for upstairs, lu ls darkened
room, Laurle lay still unconscions. At
rare Intervais lie rnoved aud spoke,
but always relapseti agalu into tlie
comatose' state that s0 closely re-
sembleti death.

And wlile Laurie's tougue was tleti,
sud the dark cloud of mystery andi
suspicion liuug undlspelled over the
Clisse, al! tlie galety that te Theo was
the breath of life, wss stopped, and
the leaden days dragged by lieavlly.

Slie loved lier brother, anti slie liad
a glrlisli fondness for Feu, but tlie
trouble that bad cliauged lier most
was one tliat ehe trled to hide even
from. hersei-f-her cliagrin at Tubby's
defection.

For days after tbat first terrible
morulug wheu lie hati to be sent away
because of -Laurle's disappearauce,
she had hopeti that lie would esll
agalu, and liad waited about lu the
garden to waylay hlm.

IBut lie neyer appeared, aud ouce
wheu elie weut for a walk lu the
direction o! ýCleveulug Rîse, she met
Saille and learut the truth from lier.

"Tubby ruslied off to town' days
ago," sald Miss Mauleverer; "liorrlbly
sflflsl of hlm, l thIuk, leavlng me
tiown liere alone wlth father."

"Is lie away for long?" asked Tlieo,
schoollng her volce, to seemn ncon-
cerneti.

I'Goodness kuews," auswered Sallie.
*'He salid eorethiug about hie plans,
andi l dou't even knew If lie Is stopplug
lu St. Ge~orge's square or not. Not, I
sheulti tlink, If lie Is lu funds-
gloomy oli liole! I was out at a
garden-party and Tubby was due te,
follow me there, but luetead o! turn-
lug up, lie hac, hie thlngs packed aud
weut off, leavlng a message for me
that lie had gone to towu. .Rotten of
hlm!"

Theo saiti nothlug; frientis as she
andi Saille were eupposed to be, she
had an inuate dIstruet o! the biand-
sorne, spolleti, wayward girl, aud did
not dream of confidlug ln lier.

"Dld you and Tubby have a tIff?9"
asketi Saille, suspicions of thîs
absence of comment.

"«No. We are qulte frientis," Theo
assureti ler,

"Andi Laurie le no better, you say?"
"No better. The speclalst dees net

thlnk hlm ln immediate danger-but
we are> lmrribly auzienes."

"M'yes.Y Sallie reflecteti abetracteti-
ly for a moment, thben weut on. "I
dox't want te be inuisletive, but your

get a. mail train at Woldng later, 1
belleve. Good-byel"

She escaped from Sallie's em-
barrassing questionis, but with a sense
of shame at the knowledge that she
was quibbllng-and also that probably
ýSalie knew It. Theo hurrled home
with burning clieeks and eyes smart-
ing from the uushed tears she kept
back frorn overflowing by a supreme
effort. 'Pnbby had gone away-witi-
out a word to lier. She was cut to
the quicli, but pride made lier resolve
to show no sigu of wliat she was su!-
ferlng. She was perplexed and dowu-
cast. Everything was so mysterlous
and wretclied-and she asked lierselt
continuoiisly the question: "Wliy, oh,
wliy, did Laurie corne back , that
niglit?" and wliy were people talklng
about hîm as if lie had doue some-
tblug underlianti or disgraceful? Was
If possible that Tubby, who baad
always been sucli good friends wlth
Laurie, had gone away te avoid belng
mllxed up iu the mystery?

W FHILE she lay there lu the liam-
mock debatlng wliether she
would put pride asîde and write'

to Tubby wlthout tellinýg any of lier
people she saw the postmaa cycling up
the avenue, so, springlng down frorn
her percli, she rau to lntercept hlm be-
fore lie reaclied, the lieuse, ln case lie
liad any letters for lier. He lianded
lie~r only one, and she scanued the en-
velope witli feverisl iImpatience. Itwas
notTubby'B wrlting, and lier lieart
sank again. Then, seelng It was from
l'euella, she went back te lier place
under the trees to read It.

Ui-er frienti wrote in furlous haste:
Janet and 1 are up to our ears lu
work. She lias le" lier studio for six
inontlis, se we are setting it to *riglits
a,. top speed and packing at the sarne
tame, as we start to-morrow for Liver-
pool, and sal inl the Spartau at day-
break. Now cornes the best bit of
neWs for you, rny dear littie clium. We
met Mr. Mauleverer yesterday-quite
by chance-aud lie came bacli witli us
to tea, just to get tlie opportunlty of
sendIng you a message, Pm sure. He
said, 'Tell lier not to forget me, and
net to belleve anything she may hear
agaînst me.' He lias evldently been
lu soige great trouble, aud is leaviug
Englauti at once. Dear Theo, l'm s0
sorry for you-I know how terrlbly
liard it le to part wlth a great frieuti.
But i'rn qulte sure lie'll go bacj< to
y ou one of these days. l'ni sorry 1
cani't stay to write more tili I'm on
board, sud'then tliere'll be loads of
frne, and l'il tell you everythiug.
Ever yours, Feu."

Theo was, a YOUn'g person wlio neyer
Etopped te 'thînli twlce wheu once
she, liad made up lier mind wliat se
wanted-and niow, witloioU furtlier loss
of tirne, she determineci te go and see
r'euella, before tlie laLter leit L.ondou.
kShe exarnJed the contents of tle
little liaud-bag she carrieti ou lier armn
-a teu-shilllug bit and sorne loose
eliv er, qulte sufficieut for her railway
fare-afld the pretty lawu dress she
was wearlng, aud summe r liat whilh
sile hati tosseti careleessly ou the turf,
would pass muster under auy clrcum-
stances. For hli a moment she
heiestateti about gettlug liolt e! the
chauffeur andi commandeerlug lier
father's car; then decideti that would
be a riskY proceeding andtinimght leati
te the discovery of lier intenltions.
mrs. Pritihalu would most certaluly
irevent liez from travelling alone to
tewn, if elie had the .llghtest inkliug
that Theo coutemplated i t. It was a
still, warfln morning, andi the Wall,
would be du11 aud dusty.
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