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1100 Miles in a Survey 4Seaplane
Definite Proof Secured of the Economy and High Efficiency of Aerial Operations

for Government Services.

By A. M. Narraway,
('ontroller of Surveys, De'partment of the Interior

AVERY impotant part of thework of the Topographioal
Surveys Brane4 of the De-

partment cf the Interior is the map-
ping of the mai11 waterways of the
northwestern Canada and the estab-
lishiment of monuments along these
waterways in areas of promising mn.
eral or economie value to which claims

of the Forestry officiais it was pos-
sible to co-mbine a large part of the
trip with regular forestry patrols.

The flight consisting in the neigh-
bourhood of 1,100 miles mostly over
unmapped territory cosnmenced at
Victoria Beac.h on Lake Winnipeg
and ended at the Pas. No mishaps
or delays occurred and the trip was

AERIAL SURVEY IN CANADA'S NORTH LAND
Pelican Narrows Settlement, a trading post of the Hudson's Bay Company and

Revillon Frères northwest of Pas, Manitoba.

eally the wliole season and would have
been expensive.

The first survey party to be visited
was engaged in the surveying of the
Manitoba-Ontýar'jo Boun-dary. No re-
ports liad been received f rom this
party and as they were in unexplored
and unmapped territory ontly an.
afpproximate idea could he formed
as, to their location. A very conser-
vative estimate of the time whiich
woilld be required -in reaching this
party by ordinary means of travel
would be somewhat over two weeks
and would have entailed consideraible
liard paddling anrd scarehing out
routes and portages, the usual end-
Iess contest with mosquitoes, the dif-
flcuit task cf finding the party and
a very restrieted. vie~w of the country
traversed. The trip was actually
made in one hour and forty-five min-
utes and permitted of the sketeching
cf the main topographileal features
and examination of the forest growth
and by fiying luw, an unobstructed
view of the completed boundary liue
was obtained and an estimate made
of the difficulties encountered. The
camp was located wîthoqit any dif-
ficulty by the smoke from camp fires
,and a ve.ry easy landing was effected

may be tied. The surveys made for
this purpose formi the -basis for ahl
maps of the digtniiets and a control,
for other surveys 'whieh may be re-
quIred locally. The maps issued as
a result of these surveys. are use'd by
ail travellers and prospeetors in the
north and by caiptains of steamers
navigating these waterways. For
these reasons every effort is made
consistent with economy Vo attain
great accuraey and te show all *the
details of shore Unes, iglands, shoals,
rapids, portages and anythinig which
will tend to make travelling safer or
will assist in develûping the resources
of the territory.

With a view to ascertaining defin-
itely how sea-plunes cpuld be utilized
in extendÎng this work and in making
the maps more complete, the Air
Board arranged to take me on a
flight ' o carry out experimentalwork
and to inspeet several of the survey
parties in Manitoba and Northern
Saskatc~hewan. With the co-operation

Wood Lake, Northern Saskatchewan, an old, canoe route
Hous te, Mackenzie River.

mtade in ten days including six days
spent at surveyooes' camps. By or-
dinary methods of travel this inspec-
tion work would have taken prajcti-

from Cumberland

ending with the plane tied to te
legs than twenty feet froen the tenta.

.After a few days spent on inspec-
tion work, an exploratory flight wal;


