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An Act respecting the Jurisdiction
of the Courts of Quarter Sessions
and to provide for the more speedy,
administration of Justice in Cri-
minal cases.

-WTI EREAS more frequentdaol deliveries
yjy of persons confined for certain felonies

of inferior degrees and other criminal offences,
would greatly relieve such persons and be highly
beneficial to ilis Majesty's subjects in general-
Be it therefore enacted by the King's Most Ex-
cellent Majesty, by and vith the advice an d con-
sent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of
the Province of Lower-Canada,constituted and
assenibled by virtue of and under the authority
of an Act passed in the Parliament of Great-
Iritain, intituled, " An Act to repeal certain

parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year
of lis Majesty's Reign, intituled, " An Act
for making 'more gf'ctual provision for the
Governiment of thie Province of Quebec fit
North Amcrica," and to make further pro-
vision for the Government of the said Pro.
vince;"-And it is hereby enacted by the

authority of the saie, that it shall and maybe
awful for the Justices of the Peace, in the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, now by
Law appointed to bc held in cach of the Dis-
-tricts of Quebec, Nontreal and Threce-Rivers,
and in the Inferior Districts of Gaspé and Saint
Francis, to reccive and record Indictments
found before thein i al cases of Misdemea-
nors, Hi-li Treason, Petit Treason, Murder or
other Felony, comnmitted iii the District in
wvhichi suchx Sessions shall respectively be held;

I. And be it further enacted by the autho-
Tity aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful
L'or such Courts of General Quarter-Sessions, to
hear and determine, in due course of Law, ail
Indictnments which shall be so found before
them, respectively, against any person or per-
sons for any Misdemeanor whatever, or for any
Felony avithin tle benefit of Clergy, or other
Felony oflnferior degree, which, by any com-
mission of Oyer ancTerniiner, or commission of
Gaol delivery, under the Great Seal of this
Province; such Courts of General Quarter-
Sessions shall respectively, be authorised and
empoweredto hear and deterrmine, 1whether such
person or persons shall be in custody or at large,


