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An At to amend the Law respecting
Libel.

F OR the better protection of private reambie.
charàcter, and for more effectually secu-

ring the Liberty of the Press, and for better
preventing abuses in exercising the said

5 Liberty: Be it enacted, &c.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority of Defendant m

the same, That in any Action for Defamation Defam"no"
it shall be lawful for the Defendant (after mayead that

notice in writmg of his intention so to do, apO.pgi "P-
10 duly given to the Plaintiff at the time of

fyhng, or delivering the plea in such action),
to give in evidence, in mitigation of damages,
that he made or offered an apology to the
Plaintiff for such defamation before the

15 commencement of the action, or as soon
afterwards as he had an opportunity of doing
so, in case the action shall have been com-
menced before there was an opportunity of
making or offermg such apology.

20 Il. And be it enacted, That in an action ,n cere
for Libel contained in anv publie newspaper caws, Defen-

or other periodical publication, it shall be tat t
competent for the defendant to plead that cato v-in-
such Libel was inserted in such newspaper mahceor gross

25 or other periodical publication without actual negiene
malice and without gross negligence, and
that before the commencement of the action
or at the earbiest opportunty afterwards, he
inserted in such newspaper or other perio-

30 dical publication, a full apology for the said
Libel, or if the newspaper or periodical pub-
lication in which the said Libel appeared
should be ordinarily publshed at intervals
exceeding one week, had offered to publish
the said apology in any newspaper or peri-

AS


