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Petition from the individuals yho first attained a majority in the Legislature a,temptation to perpetu-
the Inhabuants ite their own.power by adopting a course directly opposite. To the same influence may
of Quebee.  be traced the small encouragement which has been held out to the settlement of the vacant
‘- LJlands of this Lower Province by British population, and' consequently that upwards of
: - 80,000 souls, (a number equal to one-fourth of the actual Frenck population) who since
o the last American war have emigrated to this provincefrom\ Great Britain and Ireland,
scarcely one-twentleth -part remain within its lmits.
-Your Petitioners have- observed with gratitude the disposition which your Majesty’s
Government has evinced by the Act of the {:reseut year of YourMajesty, c. 119, to apply
- : aremedy to the existing political evils of these provinces, but if.is their bumble opinion
thiat the provisions thereof are jnsufficient ; that numerous circumstances concur fo ren-
der vain any attempt permamently to regulate to the satisfaction\of both provinces the.
division of the revenue collected at the portof Quebec, unless united under one Legislature ;
and further they humbly bew leave to express their fears, that some'\of the provisions o
this Act, although dictated by the-necessity of regulating the conflicting claims of the two
. provinces, may affof'd apretext to others for imputing to the Imperial Parliament a disposi-
tion remote from the intentionsand views of Your Majesty’s Government.
Having thus stated the evils nander which they have suffered, your Petitioners feeling the
fiillest confidence in - the justice and wisdom of your Majesty’s Government, and being
satisfied that the subject will receive the most serious and deliberate consideration, woul
haye felt much hesitation in presuming to suggest remedies ; but as the resunion of the -
o provinces has been proposed, in the Imperial Parliament, they beg leave to express
their entire acquiescence in the adoption of that measure, upon such principles as shail
secure to all classes of Your Majesty’s subjects in these provinces their just rights, and
> protect the whole in the enjo{ymenﬂ of existing Taws, and théir religion as guaranteed;
such a union would, in the opinion of your Petitioners, afford the most effectual remedy -
for existing evils, as it would tend gradually to assimilate the wholé population in opinions,
habits and feelingS, and afford a reasonable hope that the wisdom of the Unite Leéis—
lature would devise a system of government of more consistency and unity;'2nd of greater
liberality to all classes than has hitherto been experienced. b Voo
A union, ou the equitable principles hunibly suggested by Your Majesty’s Petitioners,
will necessarily include a répresentation proportipnate, as near as possible, to the num-

ey

»

3 bers, wealth, and resources of the differént classes of inhabitants of these provinces—
v will require no innovation in the laws or religion of the country, nor iption i de~
’ bate or motion in'the Legislature, of the language of any poftion of the inbabitants, in _ .

every class of whorh bravery and loyalty have been evinced as fellow soldiers in defence
of the provinces. T o )
May it therefore graciously please Your” Majesty, that a bill for the union of the tvo
“provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, on the equitable terms prayed for by your Peti-
‘tioners, do pass  into law, and the constitution established thereby be preserved iuviolate
. _to your Petitioners and their posterity. , , \
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. -

Quebec, December, 1822,

~ . Colonial Department, Downing street,
! " 7th June 1828,
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Peution of Mey- ' Lo :
chants and o-"To the Honorable the: Commons of the United Kingdom of Greéat Britain and -Ireland, in
thers connected ' ' Parliament assembled. ST . e

with thedCana- . i . . "
?\’}7,', ‘i’;'«fs. 17 The Perrrion of the undersigned Merchants and others connected with the Canadas.’
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