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PnYiom the individuals yho irst attained a majority in the Legis ature a, temptation to perpetti.
the inhabuama ate their ownpo,èr by adopting a conrse directly opposite. To the sane ifluence may
o)f Quebec. be traced the small encouragrement which las been held ounto the settlement of the vacant

~- 4ands of this Lower Provi ce by British population, and\ consequently that upwards of
80,000 souls, (a àumber equal to oue-fourth of'the actual French population) who since
the last American var have exmigrated to this province-from\ Great Britain and Ireland,
scarcely one-twentieth -part reniain within its lirits.

-Your Petitioners have observed with gratitude the disposition which your Majesty's
Government has evinced by the Act of the present year of Your\Majesty, c. 119, to apply

-a remedy to the existing political evils of these provinces, but it is thêir humble opinion
that the provisions thereof are jnsufficient ; that numerous cireumstances concur to ren-
der vain any attempt pernianently to regulate to the satisfaction\ of both provinces tie
division ofthe revenue collected at the portof Quebec, unless united ünder one Legislature;
and further they humbly beg leave to ,express their fears, that some' of the provisions of
this Act, although dictated by the:necessity of regulatjing the conflicting claims of the two
provinces, nay ford aproteýt to others for imputing to the Imperial Parliament a disposi-
tion remote from the intentions and vièws of Yodír Majesty's Goverrment.

laving thus stated the evils under whichî they have suffered, your Petitioners feeling the
fullest confidence inc the justice, and wisdom of your Majesty's Government, and beinfe
satisfied that the subject w il receive the most serious and deliberate consideration, wotia
have felt nuch hesitation in presuning to suggest remedies ; but as- tIe re union of the
two provinces bas been proposed, in the Imperial Parliament, tiéy beg leave to express
their entire acquiescence in the adoption ofthat mnea,sUre, upon such principles as shal
secure to àll classes of Your Majesty s subjects in these provinces their just rights, and
protect the whole in the' enjoyment of existing faws, and théir religion as guaranteed;

-suéh a union wvould, ini the opinion of your Petitionecrs, afford the most effectual remedy
for existinf« evils, as it would tend gradually to assiniîlate, the whbole population in opinions,

. habits and feelings, and afford a reasonable hope that the wisdom of the UJiited Legis-
lature would devise a system of government of more consistency and unityand of greater
liberality to all classes than has hitherto been experienced.

A union, on the equitableprinciples hunàbly suggested by Your Majosty's Petitioners,
will accessarily include a representation proporti9nate, as near as possible, to the nuin-
bers, wealth, and resources of the differènt classes of inhabitants of tiese provinces -
will require no innovation in the,laws or religion of the country, no si la de
bate or motion in 'the Legislature, of the language of any poior6i of the inhabitants, ini
every class of whoiù bravery and Ioyalty have been evinced as fellow soldiers in defence
of the provinces. -

May it therefore graciôusly please YourfMaesty, that a bill for the union of the to o
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, an the equitable termas prayed for by your Peti-
tioners, do pass into law, and the constitution establisted thereby be preserved inviolate
to your Petitioners and their pôsterity

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Quebec, December, 182.

Colonial Department, Downing street,
7th Juuè 1828.

No. 18. APPENDIX, Nô., 18.
Petition ofMer-
chants and o- To the Honorable the-Conmons of the United Kingdom-of Gréat-Britain and ireland, in
thbtrs connected Parliament assèmbled. 1 -with the Cara-
dis, dated l7th

' a a 1828. The PETITIoN of the undersigned Merchants and others connected with-the Canadas.'
E--..-----Humbly


