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which the head of the column or columns is halt-
ed before the formation begins, and therefore the
divifion on which ‘each battalion at any time
forms, moves up st the proper inftant, and halts
on that line.—When feveral clofe battalions,
ftanding on the line, are to extend and form, the
regulating and named battalion only can be obli-
ged to form on a central divifion ; each of the
others wiil form on its front, or rear divifion, viz.
on that which firft arrives at its ground, where
it halts, fronts, and occupies its proper place,
while the others move on, and {uccefiively come
up to it. : .

In forming line from clofe column, points popming
" muft be given beyond both flanks in the directi-in tinc.
on of the line, and a mounted officer halts, and
froats, each divifion, which is equally neceflary
for thofe that form upon a rear one, although lefs
fo for thofe that form upon a front one.—The
drefling and correction of the line is from the firft
formed divifion towards the other flank, and all
the eyes of the battalion are of courfe turned to
that firft formed divifion, .

The fame number of points are required for As many
the march in any alignement, -and wheeling upPoints axe
into ‘line of an open column of one battalion, as Pt
for that of feveral battalions, viz. onz where the battation
line is entered, and (always) fwo beyond the head 2* ‘°l' fe-
of the column.—Therefore, though thefe pre- ‘%"
cautions may appear formal for the movements
of the battalion when fingle, yet are they necefla-
ry ia all its exercifes ; when it is recollected,
that fuch battalion is in the place of and muft
confider itfelf as the leading one of the columa,
un whofe correét pofitions thofe of every follow-
ing one depends.—T he fame exatnefs is requi-
~ed in every extenfion from clofe column li.nto

ine,



