8 COURTSHI/P AND MARRIAGE.

then, that it should demand from us sorjné
serious attention, and we may with profit
‘consider how it can best be fostered and
made competent to bless the greatest number,
which, I take it, is the u/tima Thule of all
art. To trace this gentle art from its early
stages we must first consider, I think, the
relation to each other before marriage of the
young -pair whq aim at the upbuilding of
a home, wherein they shall not only be happy

?
themselves, but which, in their best moments,

when the heavenly and the ideal is before
them, they hope to make a centre of influence
from which shall go forth means of gface
and blessing to others.

I do not feel that any apology is required
for my desire to linger a little over that old-
fashioned yet evel:-new phase of life known
as courting days. It is one which is oftener
made a jest of than a serious study ; yet-such
is its perennial freshness and interest for
men and women, that it can never become
threadbare ; and though‘re cannot ‘be




