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out a touch of the green monster. 1 am
pleased to be able 1o say that, with a few
trifling exceptions, Victoria (llll""hls have
thus far succeeded in \\orkmg .lllll(.'ll)l)
together, and uniformity in prices is the
order of things.

In Jegislation 1893 is a golden year in
the history of pharmacy in British Col-
umbia. ‘T'be pharmacy law of 1891 was
a very poor affair, but the improvements
made by the amendments of 1893, which
became law in February, have furnished
a pharmacy law equal to any in the Do-
minion.

Now as 10 the future. ‘Fhis province
is 1ccognized as a2 mining province, and
with zood cause : for without doubt there
are millions of dollars in gold, silver,
copper, and coal alone yet to be un-
carthed. The impetus given 1o mining
during this year is but an carnest of what
is 1o follow : for the next three yenrs will
undoubtedly sve some great developments
throughout the province. Hence pros-
pects are encouraging, and though it will
take time to recover from the universal
depression, better times are ahead.

Then we are in hopes of furnishing
means of study for the rising pharmacist
in this province. At present there is no
university: but with the completion of the
parliament buildings at Victoria, and the
immediate establishment of a school of
mines, lectures in pharmacy, botany.chem-
istry, ctc,, may be confidently expected.

Mr. Frank Covderman has disposed of
his interest in the firm of Dean & Coyder-
man to Mr, E. H. Hiscocks, who for up-
wards of twenty vears has been head clerk
in the retail departent of Messrs, Lang
ley & Co., Victoria. Mr. Hiscocks was
presented with a very handsome marble
timepicce by his late emplovers upon his
leaving,.

Mr. Dean scems to have a wste for
new partners just now, for on Novem-
ber 14th he united s fortunes  with
those of Miss “Tite, of Victoria. Hence
the store which was till November run by
bachelors will bereafter he managed by
old married men.

C. E. Jones” new “P.ILP.P s a store
unique in almost every particular. It i
handsomely finishied in oak. The counter
runs along the end of the store instead of
the sides, as usually seen. At the rear of
this counter is the dl.spt.nsmg depaztment,
and at the rear of this agan the sitting
room, hedroom and bathroom, for the use

of the “always open ™ drug store night
clerk.  This is pure enterprize.
A ' Frog-inthetbroat” window  has

been put in by John Cochirane, Victorin—
the first in Victoria.

OrriciaLLy AxNouNcEv.—The antici-
pated combination of manufacturers of
heavy chemicals in this  counury and
Europe has heen officially annonnced,
and the cffect on the price of cortain
heavy chemicals is already observed,

Pharmaceutical Testing.
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Pharmacists  apparently  require  fre.
quently reminding of their responsibility
regarding the sale of any anicle numed in
the B.I% to supply it of TLi% quality, and
the consequent necessity  of  examining
preparations which they do not make for
themselves,  Probably few now  make
mercurial ointment. I my establishment
there has been pone made for fifty years,
excepting one or two experimental batches,
and our pmichases during the same period
have only yiclded us two samples that
raised any suspicion of questionable qual-
iy, One of these looked unusually pale
in color, and proved to have globules of
mercury still visible ¢ the other was un-
usually dark.  Doth were obtained from
makers of high repute, and both proved
to contain the legitimue praportion of
mercury : nevertheless, it may interest the
trade to have an account of a simple
method of dispensing counter testing |
have recently adopted, which yicelds fairly
accurate results in the hands of minor
men. 1t may be performed as follows :

Mercurial omtment, <)y, 1'ut it m a small

tlash and add :

Benzol, (... coiiiaiaen Lo
Watero..ooolael,
laidide of pox'\“mm

lovine...... Ceee eeeeneaees .
Warm till the ointment melis. Sh'\Lc
ull the iodine dissolves. The brown

coler should disappear, the resulting
liquor being turpid and rather dirty look-
mg. but not brown, otherwise there is a
deficiency of mercury.  ‘I'wo grains more
todine being added, the brown color is
permanently restored.  ‘T'he theoretical
quantity of iodine_for neutrality is 24.6
grains, and the defining of the quantity as
between 23 and 23 is prob'ml) as close as
should be looked for in pharmaceutical
work, and that no doubt would have suf-
ficed to save our North london friends
from the annoyance of public prosecution.

A teat for the strength of tannin solu-
tions which 1 devised some years ago,
but have not hitherto  published, may
also have some interest, though not in re-
lation to drug adulteration. It was
hrought into use a few days age when a
lady brought a few ounces of a tannin
gargle, which she had obiained in another
pat of the kingdom, and desirea we
should prepare a further supply of the
preparation having  the  same  annin
strength,

‘Though tanmin s slowly and imper-
fectly precipitated from its aqueous solu-
tions by iron salts generally, the ferric
salis are precipitated better than ferrous,
and the acetate better than the chloride,
and the presence of alcohol renders the
precipitation  speedy and complete. A
solution was prepared by miving :

Tinct. ferri pochior, BP0 F
Liq. ammon, acet. fort. ... o
Spisitmethe oo vvaaeeaaade Ji M

This solution was found 10 effect the
complete precipitation of the tannin from
an cqual volume of a solution coutaining

oboof tannin in two ounces, the solvent
being weakly alcoholic. When the solu-
tions are mixed, a thick, black magma is
immediately pmduccd in which settling
of the precipitae would hequite hopelesq,
but if a drop is let fall upon bibulous
paper, a black spot is formed, surrounded
by a nearly colorless mgin, and the neu-
trality of this margin may be readily indi-
cated by its not developing color when
touched by a diop of cither of the re-
agents—iron or tannin.,

The most convenient mode of operat-
ing is to make a number of spots of the
iron solution upon white blotting paper.
Mix half an ounce of the gargle with an
cqual volume of methylated spirit, add to
this half a drachm of the iron liquor, stir
well, and let a drop of the mixwure fall
upon tiwe blotting paper very near to one
of the iren drops, so that the spreading of
the lquor in the substance of the paper
causes the liltered margin of the drop to
come into coatact with the iron stain,
where 1t will cause a dark line if the tan-
nin be siill in excess.  Further additions
of iron liquor to the tannin are to be
made in the same way, testing after each,
and waking the additions smaller as the
mcreasiny faintness of the dark line of
contact indicates that the neutral point is
approaching. \When the dark line ceases
to be produced. count the number of
winims of iron solution that have been
used.  Every sixteen minims used indi-
cates one grain of tannin in the half
ounce of gargle operated upon. The
gargle tested was found to contain honey
also, but that did not interfere with the
accuracy of the indications, as was proved
by preparing a gargle of the calculated
strength, containing honey, and repeating
the tannin determination with the same
results.—Larmacentizal Jowurnal.

—

Ammonia Present in Corks'.

In a preliminary note published in the
Seiivetzerische Woochenschrift fur Chemie
and Pharmacie, V. 1'aul Liechti states
that his suspicions having been aroused
by the results of some water analyses
which he was engaged on, he determined
to examine the new corks with which the
comainers had been closed.  This he did
by shaking cach cork with §o ccm. of
water in a clean glass bottle provided
with a glass stopper, pouring the water
off into a tube, and testing it by means of
Nessler’s reagent.  In every case a de-
cided coloration.appeared.  He examined
not only his own corks, which he had
hisscll purchased but a few weeks pre-
viously from the manufacturer, but also a
number of new corks obtained from local
pharmacists  and  grocers. To  avoid
handling them, the corks were taken up
with pincers to lay in the water.  The re-
action was nuot cqu'ﬂl) marked in cach
case, but it was always very decided.

In view of this observation Dr. Liechti
utters a caution against the use of new
cotks as stoppers for bottles of water in-
tended for analysis.—dmerican Druggist.




