
a6s CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

out a toucl of the green iloister. I amî
plcased to be aile to say that. witl a few
trifling exceptions, Victoria di uggists have
thus far succeeded ii working anucably
together, and unmiformity in luices is the
order of thimngs.

Ili legislation 1895 is a golden year li
the history of pharmîacy in liritisli Col-
ulmibia. t'le phiiarmîîacy law of m391 was
a very ;'oor affair, but the improvemients
made by the aiemdniienis of m:395, whichi
hecaiie law in Februamy, have furnished
a phariacy law equal to any in the D)o-
milluon.

Now as to the future. This province
is îecogiii.ed as a iiimining province, and
with g-ood cause : for withoit doubt there
are millions of dollars in gold, silver,
copper, and coal alone yet to be un-
earthed. The imnpetus given to mining
during this year is but an carnest of what
is to follow : for the next tihree yc:.rs will
tndotehîcdly sec soie gr cat developiiments
througlout the province. I lence pros.
Pects are emncouraging, and thougli it will
take time to recover from the universal
depression, hetter times are ahead.

Thei we are in hopes of firnisinigu-
mîîeans of study for the risinîg pharnacist
in this province. At present tlere is no
university: but with the completion of lie
parlianient buildings ai \'ictoria, anid the
iimînediate establishment of a school of
mines, lectures in pharmnacy, botanîy.clhem-
istry, etc., mîîay eli confidetîly e.xpecltI.

Mr. Frank Coydernan has di'pîosetd of
his interest in tie firni of Dean & Covder-
man lu Mr. E. l. Iliscocks, wio for up-
wards of twety years has been liead clerk
in the retail departmentl of Messrs. i.ang
ley & Co., Victoria. Mr. Hiiscocks was
prcsented vith a very handsonie marble
tiomepiece by lis late eiiployers upon lis
leaving.

MIr. Deani seemis to have a tasse for
nîew partners just anomI for on Novem».
ber 1411h lie united lis fortunes with
those if Miss Tite. of \'ictoria. Henîce
the store whîîiclh %vas tilt Novemier run by
bacheilors wiill hcrezafter he amiaaiged by
old imarried mnen.

C. E. Jones' new " P.P.. is a store
unique in anmost every particular. It is
iandsom)ety finisiie in m oak. *l'hie cournier
ruins along the end of the store instead of
thse sides, as isumally seei. At tle rear of
this coiinter is Ilhe dispenîsing depatmien,
and ai tlhe rear of thîis agam the Sittmg
moii, ledroomî and haihrooiii, for tht ise
of ite ' always open " drug store Iigiht
clerk. This is pure enteuprize.

A ''Frog.in-ihîe.thiroat " wvindow hias
been put in 'IVy loln Cochrane, Victoria-
the first in Victoria.

OmFIcIAA..v . x ocio.--The amntici-
pated coibinatioin of imiaiifacturers of
heavv chemiicals in ihas cointrv adti
Europe has beeni oifcially annimcedl.
and tIe effect on tile prc of certaii
lieavy cheiicals is alrcady observed.

Pharmaceutical Testing.

. mA ARI, S. S -O.. rNl.

lharmiacists :pîparently require fre.
quently remiindinig of their responsibility
egardinîg the sale of any article naied in
Ihe l. P. to supply it of Il. '. quality, and

thse conisequents nlecessity ofexmng
preparations which they do not make for
theiselves. Probably few now make
meIrcuiril oinitmlent. In mly establishmentls
tiere has been none made for ifty year.,
excepting one or two e.xperimîental batches,
and our pichases during the same period
have only yicIded us two samplules that
raised any suspicion of questionmable quai.
ty. (One of these lonked unsually pale
in color. and proved to have globules of
Imercury still visible:: the other vas un-
usuallv dark. floth were obtained fromt
mnak.ers of higlh repute, and both proved
to conitain the legitiiate proportion of
mnercury :neveiteless, imav interest the
trade to have an accounmit of a simple
mîethod of dispenlsing counlter testing I
have recently adopted, which yields fairly
accurate resulîts in the hantds of ininor
men. i t may be performed as follovs

1etrcurial on tuent, 9 . I'i ai mi a .Iall
j1lld and1 add :
I;cnzol. ....................
Wamcx.....................mj.
1odi<dc of potauntlins.......... . ..-s
1To ine ...... .... ...... ... 3

Warmî tilt lie oiitment melts. Shake
tilt the iodine dissolves. The brown
colcr shoul disappear, Ihe resulting
liquor being turpid and raller dirty look-
Imig. but nlot Irown. otherwise there is a
deficiency of mîercury. Two grains more
todine being addld, the brown color is
piernanently restored. 'hie theoretical
quiantity of iodine for neutrality is z4.6
grains, antd the defininîg of the quantity as
betwen a and 25 is probably as close as
should be looked for in pharmacetical
work. and thai nio doubt vould have suf-
ficed to save our North L.ondon friends
from ti anioyanice of public prosecution.

A tcst for the strengtl of tannini soli-
lions which I devised some ycars ago,
but have nlot hitherto publislied, inay
aIso> have soie interesi, ilhoigih nlot in re-
lation to drug adulheration. Il vas
hrought into use a few days ago when a
lady bronight a: few ounces of a tannin
gargte, whiclh shte had obtained in anotiier
pait of the kmsîgdom, and desireti we
should prepare a further suplîply of the
preparatioi havinîg the saine ;aninisi
sirentgih.

Though anin* is slowly anid inmiper.
fectly precipitated from its acqucouis soli-
ions ly iron salts genlerally. Ilhe ferric

salis aire precilitatedl better thian ferrous.
and hie acetale better ihai hie chloride,
and the pleseii:e of alcoliol renders the
precipitation speedy and complete. A
saoluIioI was prep:atri by miixing :

Tinct. ferri prcchlor, 11.'.......
I.i'. ammmon. a<ci. f(or .......... .
Sptirit mmcti,.................1J. Sij. NI.

This solution %vas fotnd to elfect the
coiplete precipitation of the annin from
an equmal volumlle of a solution conltaininîg

.,i. of tannin iii two ounces, the solvent
beiig weakly alcolholic. When the soit-
lions are imixed, a thick, black magma is
iuimuiediately produced, in whiici settling
of the precipitate vould lie quite hopeless,
but if a drop is let fall ipon bibulous
paper, a black spot is forsied, surrounded
by a nîearly colorless mîîatgin, and the neu-
trality of this mnargin may lie readily indi-
cated by its lot developing color when
touched by a duop of citlier of the re-
agel.ts- ron or tanm.

The mîîost conveiient mode of operat-
inîg is to make a numiuuîber of spots of the
iroi solition uipon white blotting paper.
Mix lialf ai ounmce of the gargle with an
equal volume of miethylated spirit, add to
this liait a drachm of the iron liquor, stir
vell, and Iet a drop of the mixture fait
upoi the blotting paper very near t oie
of the ironl drops, so that tie spreading of
the liquor in tle substance of the paper
causes the filtered imiargii of the drop to
come into coitact with the iron stain,
whîere il will cause a dark tine if the tan-
miii lhe sbill in excess. Further additions
of iron liquor to Ilhe tannin are to be
made in tlhe same way, testiig after cach,
and iakin.t the additions smnaller as the
imcreasmng faintness of the dark tine of
contact iidicates that the neutral point is
approaching. lelis the dark Une ceases
to be produced. count the nuiber of
iiiinims of iron solution that have beemn
used. Every sixtei iiniiîîs used indi-
cales one grain of aunin in ite iaif
omnce of gargle opieratetd tipon. The

grgle tsied vas foud coitain honey
also, but that did nlot interfere with the
acciracy of the indications, as was proved
by preparing a gargle of the calculated
strength, containing honey. and repeating
ile tannîinî determination with thie sanie

Ammonia Present In Corks.

Iln a preliiiminary note publisied in the
Sch:ci:erische I''chenschzrift fur Chemie
und Ph/armacie, Pr. l'ail Liechti states
iliat his suspicions having been aroused
by tIe results of some water analyses
whuicii lhe iwas engaged om, he deteruinced
to examine the new corks with whichi the
containers hadl been closed. This lie did
Iv shiakiig eaci cork withi 50 Scc. of
water in a clean glass boule provided
with a glass stopper, pouring the water
off imto a 1tube, and lesting it hy iîeans of
Nesslers reaget. In every case a de-
cided colorationi.appearcd. He examiiied

not onlly his owi corks, which le had
liîmîseilf purchased but a few weeks pre-
viously (roui the manufacturer, but also a
nmilmnher of iiew corks obtaiiied fromn local
pharmnacists and grocers. 'lo avoid
handling ilemn, the corks were takcn up
with pincers to lay in the vater. Th'lie re.
action was mnot cqually muarked in each
case, but it vas always very decided.

In view of ihis observation Dr. Lieclti
îutters a caution against tlie ise of iew
corks as stoppers for boules of watcr in-
tcided for aialysis.-4merican Drggisf.


