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To the Editor Of the UANADIAN JOURNAL OF MFD\CAL sCfrNCE.

INTERMEDIAT, V. MEDICAL MATRIC
TJLATION.

DEAR SIR,-Ii a recent issue of the Aig-
ston Whig, is an article under the above head-
ing, to which I desire brieflv to refer.

The writer refers to the fact, that certain
students who had successfully passed what is
known as the " Intermediate Examination " of
the Iligh Schools laci failed in the Medical
Council Matriculation examination as conducted
by Mir. Wood of Kingston, and, he would seem
to have the public infer that this result was due
in part tthe fact that Mi[r. WTood's examinations
were more thorourgb. I do not altogether
concur in sucb an inference. Of Mr. Wood's
competenc as an examiner, there cau be no
two opinions. His standing as a literary man
of the highicst type is beyond controversy. Nor
do I desire to offer the slightest objection to
his method of conductinig examations, because
I believe him to bc, in every respect, equal to
the responsibility, and entirely above suspicion,
so far as fair and honourable dealing is concern-
ed. But I do think that tie intimation tliat
Mr. Wood's method of con(lucting examinations
is so far snperior to that of others quite as compe-
tent as le, that-the above-mentioned failures
have been the consequence- -is not susceptible of

proof. Any onc at all comversant witi axara-
inations iknows tliat a student only inlifferently
acquainted wvith the various subjects reqcuired
for matriculation might Iappen, with onc ex-
aminer, to gat a set of questions with which lie

was sufliciently familiar to obtain the requisite

number of marks to pass hin, while witb
another, such questions night be put as to comn-

pletely baffle hima. This, I think it will be
adm]itted, is au almost every-dyiv occurroncc for
whichi no examiner can be held responsible. If

a student reaches the requisite percentage in

his examination neither Mr. Wood nor anyone

else can refuse to pass him. But no one will

deny that such a student may have but a very

indiferent acquaintance with bis subject ; and

that it would bo quite possible to propouncd

questions to .him whicb, while perfectly legiti-
mate and reasonableniight resuit in his complete

and absoiute failure. It is not, therefore, doing

justice to the other examiners for the Medical

Council, nor to tiom conducting th Intermedi-

ate, to intinate that, bceanse certain students

who passed the Intermued1iate Examinations,
failed under M1r. Wood, those who conducted

the Intermediate failed to disclarge their duty.

Nor is it any evidence that the requirements of

the Interuediate are any less searching or

stringent than the Matriculation Examination
denanded by the Council.

It may be fairly questioned whetler the

Coluncil's interfering with the literary ac-

quirements of intending students further

than demanding a bona ficie certificate from

anv iiuthorized University of their h:avinc

successfully p lasse(l its Mvatriculation Exaamin-

atio, wts a necssary arrangei;ent. I an

aware tlat such legislation was by soine con-

sidered necessary during the -arly listory of

t. Meclical Council. But I fa'il to sec tha.t

in order to avoid such irregularities as prompt-

cd tihis legislation. it was the only remedy. It

wrill be renenbered that before the incorpora-

tion of the Medicail Council, grave irregularitics

were disclosed as to the manner in which

students vere pernitted to pass their IMatricula-
tion jExaminations before sone of the schools.
Moreover, at the time to which we refer, each

University possessed the licensing power, and

so lad the entire control of the education of its
mEdical students, not only as regarded tleir

literary,but also their professional qualifications.

Then it was quite possible, if the authorities of
any University were Lax enough in the control

they oxercisri over the Medical School in affilia-
tion with them. for the managers of such a

school to admit, students to tbeir professional

studies whose preliminary education was of the

inost indifferent character.

And thus students whose preparatory train-

ing wmas but trifling, and who lad no ambition

to acquire a higher standard of preliminary ed-
ucation, were a ttracted to the medical institution

wbere the bugbear of Matricalation offered the

ieast cause for embarrassment. But from the

monient the Medical Council had an existence

in its present shape, and the Iicensing power of

the -Uiniversities was canceIled, any encourage-

ment tlat may have been offered for such irreg


