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TUHE AGASSIZ ASSOCIATION.

The initial number of the Swiss Cross, the organ
of tho Agassiz Associauun, contatns a history of the
movement from tho pen of the President, Harlan H.
Ballard. Tho deriga is the study of nature. The
beginning of the association was in a rcicntific so
clety organized by the pupils of a bigh echool in
Massachusctts. The success attending the efforts of
its i Jcd them to wish to extend its benefits
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All remittances should be sont in a registered letier,
addresscd * JovrxaL or Enveariox, 8t John, N B.*

Tae superintendent of schools, for the State of
New York, says that between three and four
th d i bl hool ¢ h dmp out every
year, and that the great majority of the vacancics
thus created are filled by the appointment of per-
sons who have little or no cxpericace, and have no
intention of teachin’ purm.nently. This annoual
falling ofl is not peculiar to New York, There is,
we suppose, just as large a falling off in proportion
in this Province. The cvil 18 a great one  Two
remcdics seem to suggest themselves, which it will
tako time and calightencd public opinon to carry
out: Pay teachers of ekill and experienco a liviag
salary; lot teachers boner their calling, and strive
by every means in their power to elevato it.  Then
teaching will be a profession worth rewaining in.

SALARIES UF COLLEGE PROFESSURS.

In 8 recent article in Saence, a comparison is in-
stituted between the work required at tle bands of
coliege professors :n Engiaud and in this country.
In tne former the salarics psid to Jeading profcss-
ors in Oxford and Cambridge aro large and even
gencrous, ranging from £1,500 dowawards, But
avery wmoderate number of lectures is expected
from these professors—ranging from onc to foura
week—aad the sumber of students in attendance
much smaller on an avernge thao in Awmerican col-
leges, thus giving the professors time for study and
original rcecarch. 1t is just here," says Science,
‘‘that theso have a great and manifest advantage
oven over our largest and best endowed universi-
tics. We compel our professors to teach and lec-
ture s0 much that they cannot write as often and
a3 wisely as their abilities would justify them io
doing. The questiow, * Why do you not write
something!® which 1s often put to the already over-
worked professor, is peculiarly galling. He waots
to write something, and feels that he can do it
well; but the demands of his routine forbid. Even
his vacation scason must be wholly spent in regain-
ing strength and vigor for the next year’s work. ¢
Oxford and Cambridge professors do more origioal
work than ours, simply because they are given the
time for it.  Public opinion aud boards of truslees
must be cducated to sce that a professor is not
being permitted to do his full duty if he is com-
pelled $o teach from ter to fiftecn bours a week
They should pereeive that scieatific research is the
peculiar daty and should be the peculiar privilege
of the university proiessor.™

MAKXY arc saved Ly the deficiency of their mem-
ory from being spoiled by their education,

to u Yers, and accordingly an association was formed
which was named ‘*Agaseiz,” tho recent death of
that cminent naturalist Leing fo the minds of all.
It is now six years since its inecption, and the asso-
ciation is composed of 9686 local societies, each
numbering from 4 to 120 members of all ages, feorn
4 to 84, The totn! membership is over 10,000
Thesc are distributed throughout the United States,
Cuaiada, Great Britain and other countrics. The
Jocal socicties arc called chapters, taking their names
from the towns whero they aro established. There
axe four different surts of chapters. First, family
chapters. The parents and children of a single
family unite for Juint study andreseanth  Chapters
nf this sortare especially deslrable, nnd prove almost
uniformly permanent. Chapters of another sort are
fouod in schools  There ere inauy teachers able and
willing to give their strength and time, beyoad the
exucting requircruents of their contracts, to the en-
couragement nud assistance of their pupils. Under
the fostering carc of such men aod women, the hap-
piest results bave been accomplished.  Not the least
important result i¢ scen ip the pleassnt personal
rclations thus established between teacher and pupil.
Chapters of a third kind arc organized and conducted
cotircly by young persons. A company of girls or
beys meet together, and decide to form a braoch of
the A A They elect their offficera. draft their rules
and by laws, engnge their rooms, bu®ld their cabinets,
make thelr collections, prosccute their studies, and,
if ncedcd, to awaken interest or arouss cnthusiasm,
it would only be necessary to show what girls and
boys have doae even when unaided andalone. They
bave made lists of all the flowers that grow about
them, and of all the birds that fly over their heads.
They have published papers, started muscums,
founded librarics. In doing thisthey have mastered
thelaws of parliamentary debate, bave lcarned to
obserse with accuracy, to writc with flucacy, to
speak with power, and, after working thus for a
few years, many of them biave pusbod themselves
into schicols and colleges and laboratorics of the
highest grades, and arc now completing their self
appointed preparation for lives of commanding
{otelligence and cr2~rful service.  Fourth, chaplers
of adults. In increasis 7 numbers, meo and women
of mature ycars, feclirg the need of that scientifle
training which tho schools of their cbildhocd (failed
to give, are organizing socictics, joining their influ.
ence to our association, and receiving in relurn the
benefits coming from uaited endeavor and from
enthusiastic devotion to a common cause.

The only chapter of the Agassiz A<socistion in
this Province, 28 far as we can lcarn, is that at St
Stephen.  The obfects of the association arc so
excellent that we hope to hear of othersbeing formed

['tbroughout the Province. The following irterest-

ing accoant of thework of the St. Stephen chapter
from the pen of its sccretary, Mr. J. E. Ganong, is
takea from the Swizxs Cross©

* Our chapter has incressed very littlo in numeri.
cal strength since our Iatest report, bhut the earncest-
ness with which our work is carried on is & surer

strength than the strength of numbers.  During the

winter of 18835-88, unly four of war regular weekly
mectings were omitted. To the sununer we held
one ficld-day  We were nccompanied by our Len
orary member, Mr. W F. danong, who discouverud
n specivs of squid not before reported from New
Brunswick I give an extract from a paper read by
Mr. Gunong Leforo the New Brupswick Natural
Histery Souety, Nov. 2. Loligo D'ealei. the ovg-
finned squid, 8t. Croix river  Neither this specles
nor its vaneties, dorealis and palida, have, up to the
present time, been reported from Maine or New
Rrunswick Profesenr Verrill says - Tihasnot been
observed north of Cape Anun’ In June, 1886, tle
writer found two specimens of this pecies, or of its
varlety doreals, in a weir at Devil's Head. St. Croix
river.” Our evenings are occupicd as follows: 1.
Bustaess matters 2. A reguiar lecture lesson from a
text-book on zodlogy 3. An address by onc of the
members (each in turn)on some scientific subject.
4. Aoy matwers of scientific interest that may bo
prescuted. Aoy members desirning to ask questiuns
write them on slips of paper, and give themtouther
members to find answers to.  These questions and
ans=crs are recorded 1n a ook hept forthe purpose,
called the scrap-bouk.  The subject of entomolugy
is tahen up and studied with the help of specimens.
We bave commesnced on the order of Colcoptera,
Two «ddresses have becn given before the chapur
by two gentlemen interested in <it ace—one by 3w,
Ganong, aud one by Ree. Mr. Winkle. We are
promised several more durlog the comiog winter,
We subscribe to threo science magazines—tiwo Am-
crican and one Epglish. Our library bas not many
volumes, but isgrowingslowly so w'c expect before
long 10 have quite a cullection of scientific books,
We aro looktag forward to a good winter's work,
and bope to report not a mecting omitted  during
the winter. There are older members amouog us
who greatly strengihew the society, and give ca-
couragement to the younger members, and also
direct the work

Ir persons who write to strangers would bear in
mind that the only way those strangers have of
knowlng their names ic from the signature, they
would write ft plainer  Sem.times these persons
makea request for information, and then sign ther
names o illegibly that har bt friends cannot in-
terpret the Lierogly plins. Oftentimes this ivona
postal card ; it 1s often i letters with no stamp ine
closed, so that he who would answer hashis paticace
s good nature, and bis pune attacked all at vnces
1t rcems to be thought by une whu can read bis vwa
signature that every ont else cun read it too, tut lX:c
reasoning is defective.  Then comes the question, is
this » man or a woman? Oncen letter came in small
peamanship, it was published, it appeared as from
Mins The author in agouy responded,
* Don't put me down as a Mise. 1 am a widdle-agud
man” Let those who wnite to us write their address
plainly, and put ** Me or Miss,” or ** M” before
their pames if they use initinlk  And then if the
letter necds an aaswer, a two cent stawp, oran
addres envelope. There are enough puzalsto study
over wilhout baviog tiem poured in by mail in the
shiape of no post office, no state and illegible names.
¢ Good fricads, forbear!"—Teachir's Institule.

[For ** two-cent ™ stamp read fArec-cent stamp, and
the remarks will apply cqually well to New Bruns-
wick.} .

TurRR is onc post offico to cvery 633 people in
Canada, and the Dominion has more post offices
to the same number of people than any other coun-
try in the world.
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