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THE WELK.

Tho rosult of tho elections for the
Domwinion Parlisment, so far as thoy
have gong; has been a great accession
of numericsl strength to tho Govern-
ment. Indecd, their victory would
soem to be unprecedentod in the his.
tory of this ceuutsy.  Tu thoss whoare
in tho habit of taking sometlung like o
¢l und dispassivnate view of publio
afairs, it will herenftor be an intcrest.
ing nnd instructive duty to traco tho
sarions canses which together have

roduced tho gross resnits of Inst

wursday's votmng. In tho geuoral
olection of 1867 the Cuuntry gave the
Jato Mnistry a mmjority of nenrly two
supporiors to ono opponent w the
Houw then clected.  The present ap-
peal to the coustituencies will, it is
aow plain, give even n larger wmnjority
against Sir Jolin Macdonallundin favour
of his oppounents. We canuot beliove
that this extraordinary chango of pub-
lic sentiment is wholly duo to the
rovelations respecting the Pacific Rail-
way Charter.  Weo rre aware it is cus-
tomary for the ndvocates of tho Gov.
orament to say that the reselt of the
elections is simply tho verdict of the

people  upon tho  corruption of
their  predecossors  in  dealing
with that Charter. Of thoso who

formorly voted on tho Conservative
sido there aro no deubt mauy who
changed sides on the ostensiblo ground
of tho Pacific Scavdal. To some of
these the Railvay Seandal furnished
tho rea/ as well ns ostonsible canse of
alienation from their party. Toothers,
perlinps, this question wns only tho os-
tensible ground.  No deabt, some per-
sons, from varime causes, dosired and
intended o cliange, nnd tho disclosures
which havo brought misfortune on their
party sorved ns a ready and available
ground of rotreat into tho opposito
camp, DBut, apart from this or any
other specific question, there are, we
believe, causes and influences, inheferit
in the political party sgstem, whioh
have largely contributed totheoverthirow
of ono party and the trinmph of the other.
It has been well observed that tho un.
broken nscendancy of a party eannot
outlast n yenecration; and experionce
shows thata singlo goneration is reeus-
tomed to witness many party vicissi-
tudes. Now it may bo said that the
party led by Sir John Macdonald have
with slight exception predontinated for
tho last twenty years, which is nearly
a gencration. It is obvious that very
fow of tho voters wio cxercised the
franchiso in 1864 went to the polls in
1874, Comparatively speaking those
who were active at the former ernhavo
passed from tho arena, and thoso wio
sustain the fight nt the present election
aro a now generation. ‘[here are con-
sidorations which operato powerfully to
induce young politicians to chose the
side of tho Opposition. Tho inovitable
fact that there will be sooner or later a
change of Government is a <ufficiont
considerntion o provent many young
and ambitions men from identifying
themselves with tho partyto which such
clinpge must bo unfavourable. And it
ds¢lear that theso rensons operato the
stronger, thelonger the Administration
may havo continued in power,
fx’xthp meantimo the party which so
long remained in oleositinnx havo sud-
dexﬁy found themselves in possession of
the Government, and if the late elec.
tions are to be taken asa test, tho coun.
{ry has manifcsted a singular degreo of
confidenco in the new rulers, It is to
bo hoped .hat that confidence will bo
shown to be woll founded. 'Tho new
Government will at tho outset have
such an excep.jonnlly large majority in
tho House as to ‘make them perfectly
indepondent of the censuro of their op-
onents. Assuming tho elements of
cohesion nmnongst the Ministry and
{hicir supporters to Lo ns strong as
~tho)u:laim, they will bo able to ecarry
their measures and pursuo their pohey
unhampered by the pressuro of a strong
Opposition. They :may well bear in
mind, however, that the greator their
apporfunity of doing good " tha greater
eir responsibility in tho -oxorcise of
that opportunity.  The:country, al-
though trnsting, will bo watchful. Tlgo
new Ministry havo been taken ab thoir
own word. Their policy so favas in.
dicated presents no prominont foatures
of difference from that of their prede-
cessors, Lhis circumstance is in itsolf
& strong cowmendntion of the geueral
olicy of Sir John Macdonald's Govern-
ment; and paradoxical Rs it may soom,
we bolieve the impression ~which,
with the consent of the Ministry, has
prevailed, that they intend to pursue
the general polioy of their predecessors
has contributed uota little to strengthen
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their hands and seouro th:m the confi-
donco of tho country.

From Newfoundland wo havo intelli-
genes of the signul defuat of the lute
Ministry, of whom >Mr, Bennett was
promier, nd the accossion of their op-
.pononts to power. v is known that
Mr. Bennett and bis party wore hostilo
to tho confedoration of Newfoundland
with the other provinces of Brtish
North Amorien, and that the party now
in'power aro_suppotters of contedera.
tion polioy, It is, thereforo. supposeld
that ono of tho rosulls of the change
of mumstry will Lo tho adoption by
Nowfoundlnnd of imncdinte measares
to bring the Istand into the Counfedern.
tion. Wo shall hml with pleasure the
advent of another moembor to tho
happy family of Confedernto Proviuces.
The accession of Nowfoundland will
completo the list.  Shio 1s thoonly I'ro-
vineo romauning isolated and wo hopo
sho will soon make wp her nund to join
the parinerslup and take her chances
with tho rest of us.

In Fogland wits for tho sew goner-
nl cloctton havo buen 1ssued, and elee-
tivns by ncclamation have already taken
place in o fow iustuncos.  Atnongst
those who lave boon tlius happy, is
Mr. Bright, who w agan olectud for
Bumingham without a contest.

During the weok, thero have been
forty-eight contested clectivns of which
the Conservatives carried twenty-cight,
aud tho Liberuls twenty. Mr, Glad.
stone fins addressed n mass mecting
at Biackheath, England, upon the top-
ics of tho day. e dcfendod his finnn-
citl policy and soverely eensured the
couduct of 3y, Disracli for endeavoring
t0 turn asido the atteution of the cona
try from tho real issues bofore it. Mr,
leadstono urges that it is upon domos-
tic questions and not upon thoe forcign
policy of tho Governmont that tho
cleet1 nemust turn.  If he means that
thore is just now nosorions foreign ques-
tions to disposo of, tho Promicr is un-
doubtcdly right; but in deterimmng
whether to grant a now lense of power
to tho prosent mimstry, tho country
"inny ronsonably Lo supposed to take
into considoration the treatmont of tho
forcignq cstionsthat iinve Leou disposed
of. As to domestio policy, Mr. Dispacli
contonds that the Government have
been too netive and oxercised too much
interferenco with privato industrics; and
that as to their foreign polioy, it has
not been marked b{ suflicient netivity
or vigor. Mr. Gladstone's threat that
ho will not continue to lead his party
in caso of descrtions from or divisions
in its ranks, will probably bo ineffec.
tual to provent tho ono ovil or tho
other,

In Fraunce tho taste for supernatural
oceurrences has not becomo extmmot.

A short timoe ago it was announced
’ that thoro was to be an apparition at a
certain specified timo aud place. On
the day appointed many thousauds as-
sembled to witness tho iracle. It is
stated that there was an apparition of
the Virgin to' o young girl in tho
presenco of tho vast audience. That is
to say, tho girl says that sho saw tho
apparition, which nonc of the assem-
bled thousands did. The Virgin spoke
(but only tho girl heerd her), and enid
that Paris was ¢ on tho vorge of o
crisis, terriblo, but short, in wirich for
a moment tho wicked world would
scom to Lave tho upper hand.” She
was o ked, Would Marshall MacMahon
hold office for fivo years? No. IYor
fonr? No. For threo? WNo. For
two? No. TFor throomonths ? Iore
sho only smled, ns sho always does
when nchd something which sho is not
ponmitted to reveal. Tho diccesan

sufforings of his whole parly were tor-
rible, and ton of thom died in couso-
quence.  That the Daoctor's remains
were being bronght to Ujiji.  'rom the
lattor place they would be conveyed to
Zunzibar, whero it is expeoted they will
nrrive this wonth, nad from that place
thoy will bo sent to Iugland,

Mr. Spurgeon has heon recontly lectur-
ing m London on tho necessity of reh-
tious artion a8 wall as religious fuith,
fo said : ¢ Thore had been much
prayor during tho past year, jn ono
pluce or another, for the succoss of the
Ulinreh, yot tho Chureh had not sne.
ceodod, nud the yoar 1878 could not be
saud to bo a satisfuctory year so far as
tho mterosts of Chris ity were con-
corhed.  Tlus was hecnuse pruyer had
not been accomprued by a sufticiont
awmonnt of enrnestuess and fmith and
action, Ilo was ateaid that much of
ther peayor had beon svmothing hke
that attributed to o olulld at sohiool who
irnyud tu God that sbie msght kuow hor
ossuns  better than sho was in the
habit of huowing them, and nover
studied them aftorwards.  Bat God dud
nut answer hor, beeause sho lacked the
pm{nor disposstion to assist horself, nnd
to do Ilis wall. Lt wans much the same
with us. Wy prayed for smmers, but
what did woe 1n the shapo of setion to
convert nnd to save thom? Poter the
Hernut  proclamed  throughout  the
world God's will, and tho world histenod
to lum. Somo therv were who mught
say all this conduct on the part of Poter
tho Hermit and other enrly Christians
was fanaticism.  He prayed that God
might bring us such o stato of fanati.
cisut.  In tho tomish Church, oven at
tho present day, there were hundreds
atul thousauds of tmen aud women who
hiad readily devoted themselves and
their property to what thoy called ro-
ligious hfe.  With all their wvustakes,
such Roman Catholies lived for Jesus
Chirist.  Was it might, was it proper,
was it good that wo who wore 1 posses-
sionof the truth and of God's npproba-
tion shuuld bo less earnest and less real
i the causo of Ohristinmty 1" Tlus
from Mr. «Spurgeon is sigmficnot. It
13 evadenco from an unwilling witness
of the necessity of working as well as
praying. Mr. Spurgeon, it will bo ro-
membered, was speakimg prncapally to
dissenters, and in reforenco especmily
to lus own Church, The Church ef
Lagland holds much the same views
and prineiples as Mr. Spurgeon, so clo-
quountly advoeated a his Jecture, nud weo
must add that of late yeurs the Church
of England has, as a rulo, practised
theso punciples, This remurk applies
espectully to that portion of the Cuurch
whoso ritual has been tho specinl ¢bject
of Me. Spurgeon's wrath, That gon-
tleman denounces what ho calls the
“ Popish Chureh of lingland.,” o
can sce good, howover, in the efforts of
the Iloman Catholic Church, and when
in tho humour lw praises thom on
account of thoir grout zeal and good
works. e can sco somothing good in
ultra  protestant dissent; ho sces
somothing oven Dettor in tho church of
Ultramontanism ; wo wouder ho cannot
seo something to approvo in tho Cathe
olic Church of England. Wo wonder
if prejudice has anything to do withit?

From tho Gold Coast wo havo intelli-
genco up to the early part of January.
Tha forces of Sir Garnet Wolscloy had
ponetrated thirtcen miles beyond the
Prali River and weoro rapidly approach-
ing Coomassie, the capital of Ashanteo.
Commissioners from tho king had ar.
rived at tho Enghish camp to proposo
torms of veace; but Sir Garnot Wolse-
loy replicd that ho would treat only
wuh.tlxo king in. person and at Coo.

nuthoritios, says tho correspondent of
tho Guardian, muintain the strietest
roser+0 on the above mcidents, chiefly
on nccount of some strango rovelations
respecting a great Pope, who is soon to
appear.  What a truly wonderful thing
is folly ; and 1n the prescut ago of the
world whicli .claims so much intells
genco, it is difficult to- behovo ‘that
anything s absurd as the above could
really have happened in France. And
yot thero can bo no doubt that tho farce
was performned as stated. |

Tho Jatest nows in refoeronco to Dr,
Livingstono scems to confirn the trath
of-tho report of his death, From &
London despatch, dated 27th uit.,, we
learn that” Horx Brennor,” tho German
oxplorer of Africh, in a loitor to a
friend, written at Zanzibar, says that
‘Dr. Tivingstono died on the fiftconth of
August lsst. This dato diffors from
thut of & provious report, but all doubt
bas been sot at rest' by an official de.
apatoh received from tho Government
from Znngibar, This dospatch statos
circumstantially that Dr. "Liviugatone
diod in Lobiss, after orossing marshes,
with the water.at oue timo, three hours
conseoutively, . above Lis, waiat, The

Eeeloaiastical.

~The Bishop of Delaware confirmed
twenty-six persons at Scatord on 22 ult,

~—The Bishop of Virginia confirmed
twonty-threo persons at St. Potorsburg
on the 11th ult.

— A now Darish, Christ Church, has
been organized at Tyler, in Toxas,

—Tho new Church of St. Poters.was
openced ot St. Louis, third® Sunday
in advont.

~—A now church was opened at Wells,
Minnosota, on Christmas day.

-~—Joachim tho now Patrinrol of Con-
stantople has rocoived Invostituro.

—Dr. Hairis, bishor of Gibraltar, has
been compelled by ill-
his See.

—The Bishop of Now Hampslire con.
firmed oloven porsons at West Clare-

mout, first Sunday after the Epiphany. |-

—Tho Bishop of Central New York
consoorated -tho new Olhuroh of St,
James at Skancatelos,

—A, meoting of the First Mission:
District of Central New. York was -hel

| for tho lnst thirty years. Ho simply

Lealth- to resign |-

at Waterdown on Jis ovening of the
Fonst of the Epiphany.

—T'he Diocesan Board of Missions for
Westorn Now Xork have Jately had a
sorics of interasting moectings at Ro-
chiostor.

—Tha entire population_of Australia
is 08,381, which 1s provided with 601
ministers of all denomuuntions, 924
churches and chapols accwiminodating
181,914 sittors, 088 Sunday Schools,
0,049 tonchors, 2nd an averago atten-
dance of 176,396 scholars. 'The num-
bors belonging to each denomination are
returnod as follows: Church of Lng-
Innd, 220,000; iosbyiorians, 19,000
Metliodists, 89,00) ; Cougregationalists,
10,000; Roman Catliolies, 145,000;
heathens nnd others, 7,460, 1t is inti
mated that ouo-third of the population
attend the ochurolios, —Js.cchanye,

—Mmo. La Marque meant to evado the
Missonri Constitution by bequenthing
twonty odd thousaud dollars 1o Aroh-
bishop Konrick, of tho Rowan Cathohie
Church. Tho bequest was to Kenrick
vursonally, but tho oxecutor refused to
pay it. Lho Archibishop sued, and 1
was proved thut Mmo, La Marque had
intended thoe monoy to go to tho Catho-
lis Charch, aud that tho will had been
drafted by a Catholic priest. Judge
Jones decided that tho money could not
Lo recovered by tho Archbishop. the bu-
quost boing in sontravention of the
scction of the constitution which snys
that every dovise of goods or cliattols
for the benufit of a minister or prench-
er, a3 such, or of any religious denom.
ination, sect or ordur, shall be voud,

—Mr, Max Mullor's nssertion, m s
lecture 1. Wostnunster Abboy, that
the Jowish Clwrch was not a nussion-
ary Church, hins drawn out o lotter from
a Jow to tho London L'omer.  'Iho writer
says: ** I'rom the Gospels we know that
Puarisaical zeal at oue tite was not do-
terced by tho pords of the sen ..hen
there was n chanco of making a prose-
Iyte. As a matter of fuct, 1t is known
that at tho tuno when Christinnity arose,
thero was a consulerable nutnber of
prosclytes in the cities of Asia Mior,
Grecee, and oven Rome. Que of tho
Macenbonn kings converted the Ldon.
ites at .o pomnt of tho sword. Tho
Tulinud soveral times makes montion
of tho pious Queen Helonn, of Adrabene,
and Jier son Monabas, proselytos, who
lived abou* the timo of tho destruction
of the second Cemple. We donot know
oxactly how they wero converted. Bat
it is clear that whets thero arc proso.
lytes thero must have beon prosely-
tizers."

————ee
Miscollanoons..

—A dookis tobo costructed in Borabay
at o cost of £760,000.

—Two slight shocks of earthquak
were flt in San Francisco last week, No
damago done.

—Lord Chief-Justico Cookbura has
resumed work on Ins series- of artioles
on Jumus, )

—Sonor Quijano, a lawyer, and Senor
Pennlver, a plauter, have been arrosted
in Cuba on the charge of being Calist
agents. They will bo tried by court
martinl.

—Thoe Dantch Government havo' just
promulgated a law vepealing almost on-
tirely the custowms duties on various iron
and steelarticlos—iron rails, maclhinery,
and agncultural implements,

—During tho month of Docember
thore were twenty-cight railway ac-
cidents in Englund, in which threo per-
sons wero killed, ninety-five sciously in-
jured, and 100 bruised, cut aud shaken.

—The cheapest nowspaper in the
world is tho London Daily Sun, whioh
is gold at tho rato of six copies for o
ponny, yot its circulation is only
40,000,

—Insomoofthe publicschools in Eng-
land tho teaching of tclegraphy has
been tried with inuch suceess. I{mtru-
ments are lent by tho Governmont, nad
the children lenrn very rapidly.

—8ir Walter Scott's novels aro now
sold at thiree poncoe & pieco - Londow, |
and tho dealors say that Jus books aro
road now ouly by the humblest class of
buyers.

—Mr. Bright saysin nlottor toafriond
thatho hins not written out his spocchos

thinks ovor what lo has to say, and
forms an outlino in a fow brief notes.

~Tho repaira to tho Madelino in
Paris, necessitatad by theivjuriesreceiv-
od by that building during tho Com-
mung, aro now completely terminated.
They huvo cost 20,000 francs.

—Tho ofticinl roport of the engugo-
mont on the 6th of January near Puerto
Principe, Cuba, statos -that 800 fasur.
gentsmado an attack on 47 Spanish
soldiers who were outforaging, kiBod,ﬂo
of them.ond wounded three, . . -,

—Home stir hag beencroated in Pans
Ly the appearance of anamphlet in wick
thio iden is put forwrrad that the Princo
Imperial i3 not teo young to reign,
:nu{ that Lv ought to bo ¢alled to his
futher's throne.

—So.10 wags having stated in Furp-
er's Iuzaqr that the line “though lost to
sight, to wmomery dear,” originated with
Ruthven Jenkins, and first appeared in
tho Gentleman's Mugazine for Marines in
1701 cr 1702, tho London [lustrated
Vews fell into tho trap, nnd having pub.
lished that statement felt constrained to
publish onother to tho cffect that
neither tho magazino or * Ruthven
Jonking over had nny existenco.”

—Dr-Schlossor of Holland has found
that his own contrymon uroe the larg st
consnmersof coffeoin tho world, and,
nextto thow, the Belginus. In Ingland,
the aunual consumption of coffae by
ench persan {8 one and ono-cighth
pounds ; in I'ranco, two and one-l alf;
m Germany, four,; in Denmark, five
and ono-half; in Switzerland, aix;in
the Unitod States, seven; in Belgiuve,
cight and one-half; in Holland, ten and
ouo-half. It is to be considered,
however, that the Lnglish are no-
torionsly o tea-drinking people, pre.
ferring it to coffeo, not only for tho éven.
ing meal but for breakfust as well

~Thonumber of fatal 4 cidents which
have recently ceenrred on the principal
gold-fields in Australin have pressed up-
on the attention of the Victorin Parlia.
ment tho necessity of doing something
to stop tho fearful loss of lifo which has
recently beon taking placo, and a Dbill
with this object has passed the Liogislative
Assombly. Its distingmislung features
are that it places upon the wnanagers
and Droprictors of mmes the onus of

woviding that thoy are not responsible,
y defective machinery orotherwise, for
any acordents which may oceur in work-
ing their property, nud makes duy dam-
nges recovered n first ond  preferent
cliargo upon the mino and plant,
~—Anexchangosays: Ataprayet mcot-
ing in Halfax Dr. Parker spoko of the
rescio of tho Twch Eain's orow aud
the Villa du Havre survivors by tho
British Queen, Ho said that the Loch
Earn’s crow, knowing that their vesse]
must sink, had almost given up hope
but wero cheered by the prayers and
predictions of o clergyman on board,
who assured themn thet relief would
come. After thoy had been taken on
board the British Quoen the capiain of
that vossel told thein that he had hnd o
most unaccountable fecling that there

was somothing for inn to do; that threo.

times during the night ho changed the
courso of the vessel, bearing norﬁx\_vnrd.
that ho told the watch to keop a sharp
look out for o slup, and as soon as ho
saw the Loch Eara he bore down up-
on hor. The British Queen is a Nova
Scotin vessoll:

~Bazmno's placo of oxilo is thus de-
seribed by 2 London cotemporary :—
South of Caunes, in front of the hav.
bour, may bo soen the Lerins Islands,
St. Marguesite and St. Honorat, about
two mmles distant.  ‘Che former, which
15 four miles m oircumferance, is asso.
cinted with one of tho most interesting
historicn! problems that havo cver per-
ploxed tho world-—that of tho Man with
the Iron Mosk ; sud it is ou this island
fortress that Dazawo is now a prisouer,
According to nreporter inthe Telegraph,
the ox-Commander-in-Chief of tho Army
of the Rhino'is a prisoner iu tho striot.
est sonso of tho term, and . no ous hag
been allowed to seo him, with the ex.
ception of General d'Audel, from Nico,
and tho commandant of the gendarmero,
who escerted him to the 1sland, but
has now Jeft.  The writer is iuclined to
think, from inquiries he has made, thal
Bazaincoccupiesthe very room in which
tha Mau of tho Iron Misk lnnguished g0
wmany years. )

~=Muol is snid about the degencraocy
of our age. It is thought that wo hava
lost the vigor and strength of our foro-
{athers,and are growiug week andsickly.
But statistics, . cavofully gathored, tell s
very diffient story. The averago sizo
of Englishnei islargor thau it was threo
centurics ngo, for the atmor worn by the
knights of that tiino oatnot bo put on
to-day, save by small men. Tho aver-
ago duration of lifo'ig*also longer, Ac-
ouratoregisters hinvo ligen kopt in Geneva
sinca 1660. Tho avorage of lifo was
then only twenty-two ycars and six
mouths ; it i3 now over forty years, or
noarly double. InFrance, four hundred
yoars agu, tho annual mortality in Pavis
wasonein sixteon; nowit isono iu thirty-
two, whichshows about tho same ratio
asinGenova, In England, twoconturies
ago, tho aunual mortality was-one in
thirty-threo—now it is on¢in forty-two,
It is plensant to known that the world
is iuproving, and that tho <igor and
hoaltn of our race ara gauung ateadily,
inatead of deolining: -+ - .- -
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