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silk and worsted shop, where her 
salary would help the family ; while 
Mary, for the present, had to remain 
at home, as Mrs. Sylvester was almost 
confined to bed.

Florence entered upon her duties at 
the shop, and as she did well there her 
wages were raised before three months 
had passed ; but the more Florence ad
vanced, the more poor Mary seemed to 
fall back. She was not an amiable 
girl, and she bitterly resented that she

age her sad-hearted mother, and to 
set her sister free, if only for an hour, 
from her tiresome occupations at 
home.

‘'Mary dear,” she said one evening, 
“I have come home an hour sooner 
than usual. Now, dear, you must be 
longing for some fresh air ; get your 
hat and take a turn in the park ; the 
air is lovely, I know you will enjoy it. 
I can get tea ready, and help mother 
on the sofa. See ! I have brought in

should be left to the rough work of the j wood for the fire, and water for the 
kitchen. She grumbled, too, about j kettle. Now do go and enjoy your- 
the nursing requir-d by her poor j self.” 
mother; and, above all, she grumbled 
to think that Florence should be 
treated by every one almost as a lady, 
while she herself was nothing but a 
maid-of-all-work !

By encouraging these thoughts poor 
Mary Sylvester made herself perfectly 
miserable, and greatly distressed her 
mother, who would gladly have done 
her own household work, and thus 
have set Mary free to get some outside 
occupation such as Florence had ; but 
this was for the present quite impos
sible, although she earnestly hoped 
soon to be restored" to health and 
strength as before.

Florence was quite happy in her oc
cupation. Her duties were to sell to 
customers, and, when not selling, to 
occupy herself behind the counter in 
matching bright-coloured silks, and
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THE TWO SISTERS.

“Enjoy myself, indeed f” said Mary, 
in a grumbling tone, as she wrung out 
her washing-flannel ; “little enjoyment 
is there in the world for me ! I have 
toiled and moiled all day like a slave 
—and there now ! I have just washed 
the floor, and you have brought in ever 
so much mud ! and you have no busi
ness with the firewood, or the kettle 
either. I choose to get the tea myself, 
so don’t you interfere, please.”

It was difficult for Florence to an
swer a speech like this, for whatever 
she might say Mary would answer her 
crossly ; she therefore laid down the 
jar of water and the firewood, and 
went to her mother’s room in order to 
talk a little with the poor invalid.

I “Come along, my darling,” she 
Said, as Florence came in with a smile 
on her face ; “I do love tç hear your

“Florrie, can you ever forgive me?" 
said Mary, that first night after their 
uncle’s arrival. “I have been so bit
ter of heart, and so cross to you late
ly.”

But I- lorencc took the repentant girl 
in her arms. “Don’t think any more 
of it, darling,” she said; “you were 
greatly tried. But 0I1, Mary, let us 
love each other always—always !”

And with a loving kiss the sisters 
retired to rest—to go over again, in 
their happy dreams, the events of this 
never-to-be-fdrgotten day !
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weaving the glowing colours into s’orne ^step on the stair. Oh, Florrie darl
ing ! if I were only well and able tolovely drawing-room cushion or foot

stool. But she was Jby no means carc-

Florence and Mary Sylvester were 
girls of fourteen and twelve years of 
age when their father died. He had 
been a clerk in a coal office, but he 
had never had much of a salary, nor 
had he ever insured his life ; there
fore, .when his death took place, his 
family found themselves very poor.

When their position was looked into, 
it was seen that they had nothing ex
cept the furniture of their small 
dwelling and a sum of money just 
enough to pay y small yearly rent.

A lady who felt interested in the 
girls and their invalid mother got 
Florence a situation as assistant in a
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less as to her-sister’s very different 
position. Gladly would she have seen 
Mary as well placed as she herself 
was, and every evening on her return 
from her day’s work, she hastened to 
help her sister in her daily toil; but 
Mary was never grateful fbr help of 
this kind—indeed, she resented it, and 
often told Florence to go and amuse 
herself, for she was not wanted in the 
kitchen.

Florence never made any answer to 
taunting remarks such as that. She 
cheerfully did all she could to encour-
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work ! then poor Mery would be free 
to get a situation like yours. It would 
make her happy ; and oh, dear me, 
how glad it would make me!”

“Well, mother dear,” said the girl 
i cheerfully, “whç knows ? You are bet
ter than you wefe a month ago, and we 

, have the summer before us. And now 
I here comes Mary with your tea. Sit 
up, dear, and Jet me put this cushion 
at your back.” And so the poor in 
valid, cheered by lier daughter’s kind
ness, sat up and enjoyed her cup of 
tea.

By-and-by there was the postman’s 
knock, and Mary went to the door 
She came back looking pleased 
“Mother, it is a letter for you ! Why 
you have not had a letter for months 
and months.”

But Mrs. Sylvester scarcely heard 
her girl’s words ; with a trembling 
hand she had torn open the envelope 
“Oh, my darlings,” she cried, “what 
news! Uncle Harry has come back— 
Uncle Harry whom we all thought to 
be dead. He has been in Australia for 
seven ytw?v~andr-ftO'tfd»;«»says hc“Sfva»t»..j«* 
a home, and he is coming to us ; he 
will be here to-night !”

“And will he stay with us ?” asked 
Florence.

“No, darling, we are to stay with
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him. But hush ! is not that a cab at 
the door ? Yes, yes ! it is he, my own 
dear brother !”

Another minute and Uncle Harry 
was in the room, and all their poverty, 
their hard work was over. Taken 
away from their poor surroundings, 
mother soon regained her health, 
while Florence and Mary became the 
very joy and gladness of their good 
■uncle’s life.

IMbraity of ike Heads Is Qea-rml, ChrsMt* 
Articular Kheumatlem.

Rheumatism, Lumbago, Sciatica, 
Pain in the Back have been cured, in 
the real meaning of the word, by a 
little Stillingia, Iodide of Potassium, 
Poke Root, Guaiac Resin and Sarsa
parilla. Any person can take these 
remedies in any reasonable amount 
with perfect safety, and the results 
have been found to be astonishing. 
It has been proven that this combina
tion makes up the best rheumatism 
remedy in existence, having actually 
cured many stubborn cases of oved 
30 and 40 years’ standing—even in 
persons of old age.

The five ingredients mentioned 
above, prcparel with great accuracy 
and skill, not only in regard to pro
portion, but also in selecting the best 
material, have been put up in com
pressed tablet form, and are called

• ••GLORIA TONIC, 
and fifty thousand boxes are offered 

free to Introduce It.

If you suffer from any form of uric 
acid in the blood, and have Rheuma
tism, Gout, Lumbago, Sciatica, this 
is the way to drive it out of your sys
tem in quick time. Simply send your 
name and address, enclosing this ad
vertisement, to JOHN A. SMITH, 
744 Laing Building, Windsor, On
tario, and by return mail you will re
ceive the box absolutely free. It is 
only in “Gloria Tonic” that you can 
can get the above combination ready 
for use.


