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As civilization developed we have a
division of labor. For instance, the
farmer found that if one man in the
wonld devote himself en-
tirely to making shoes he would soon
become so expert that he could make
better shoes and make them cheaper
than where they were made in each
household.  In this way arase the
manufacturer.  He did some of the
work that the farmer had originally
done himself, and as both were thus
enabled to specialize more wealth was
produced than under the old condi-
tions. The manufacturer therefore is
a middleman He is doing some of
the work that was originally done by
the farmer.

At first the
produce directly 1
small manufacturers
as

their
homes of the
Soon, however,
centres became
that if
allowed one man to market all
of the produce of the farms of one
scction and to spend their time on
their farms that they would otherwise
spend in going to town with their but-
ter, eggs, etc., that they would be
better off. In this way arose the mid-
dlen in the sense in which we use
| the word today. And in that he

farmers carried
the

manufacturing
larger, our ancestors found
they
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| keting produce and the time of the
manufacturer in  distributing  his
goods over the whole country he is a
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WHAT IS A M'DDLEMAN?
with the middleman!"
How often we hear th's phrase used
by those who think that they are
thereby offering us a panacea for all
our economic ills. Many of us farm-
ers are inclined to fall in with this be-
lief. We Lelieve that the middleman
is growing rich at our, and the ulti-
mate consumers, expense. We would
do away with the middleman altogeth-
or if we could. This unreasonable
attitude, for it is unreasonable, that
many of us take towards the middle-
man, is due to our lack of apprecia-
tion of the place that the middleman
fills in society

To get an idea of what a middle-
we must start with the
simplest form of society. 1In ancient
times each man was economically in-
dependent of his neighbors. He got
his food directly from nature. His
agricultural implements, rude and in-

“Do away

man is,

ducer of wealth. Those of us who
unlhmkmgl\ advocate doing away
with the middleman are really recom-
mending that society Le again reduc-
ed to its most primitive form

True, there are certain middiemen
who do get too much of the consumer's
dollar; but this only oocurs whére the
middleman has some special privilege.
For instance, it has been suggested
that our pork packers, due to the pro-
tective tariff, are enabled to charge
the consumer more and then to pay
the producer less that is rightfully
|his. Our railroads, also, are levying
more than their share of the wealth
that is produced. Here government
regulation is necessary. But even did
we make these changes, take such
special privileges as the protective
tariff away from middlemen, regulate
freight and express rates so that our
railroads and express companies
companies were making only a fair
profit on actual investment, we would
still find that we farmers would not
got our share of the consumer’s dollar,

There is another party who here
steps in and takes a large share of the
wealth that we farmers and the work-
ing men in our cities produce. But
wo seldom ever think of him. He is
the landlord. A large percentage of
the earnings of all produce dealers in
our cities goes out in the form of
rent. The working man also must
pay rents on the house he lives in and
is thereby unable to buy as much or

puy as much for our farm produce as
he otherwise would. All of the busi-
ness that we do with the city is in-
sing the value of the land of the

city, and hence increasing this tax on
industry in the form of ground rents.
The man who owns city land, the
chances are, dies not himself produce
one cent of weolth. He may live in
a palace, spend his summers in Eur-
ope, and his winters in Florida and
look down on those i us who must
work with our hands for a living,

When we blame the middleman for
the prices that we for
farm produce, let us not forget the
toll that we pay to his landlord. The
middleman is a producer of wealth.
His landlord is not.  Which should
we do away with—the producer of
wealth or the non-producer?

INDIVIDUAL EFFICIENCY

Efficiency is the watehword of the
manager of the big departmental
store. Efficiency should be the watch-
word of we farmers in managing our
dairy herds. In great departmental
stores, where everything is sold from
@ spool of thread to a mowing mach-
ine, such accurate records are kept
of sales and expenses in each little
department, or large department as
the case may be, that the manager is
able to tell just where money is boing
made, and if it is being lost in any
department, to ascertain why. In this
way, these great firms are able to give
cheaper service and better service to
the public and yet derive greater pro-
fits to themselves than is possible in
the smaller business where accounts
are not kept so acourately

The manager of the big store is not
satisfied to know that his business as
a whole is making o profit. We dairy
farmers should not Lo satisfied because
wo know that the size of our milk or

low receive

cream cheque shows a larger average
production than that of our neigh-
bor's. We must get the business of
dairying down to such a fine point
that we know what every cow in our
herd is doing. It then that
will get maximum results. The
elimination of the unfit does not re
quire the complicated system of book-
keeping that the manager of the de-
partmental store follows. It requires
only a simple system of records that
any of us can take without any
trouble. Right now, when our cows
are coming in fresh, is the best time
to start these records.

is only
wo

THEIR VALUE DEMONSTRATED

‘‘Get rid of the serub bull. We will
never have any great, permanent im-
provement in our dairy herds until
we do.”” This has been the story of
all classes of dairy educators for the
last thirty years. Sound logie, the
experience of hundreds of our most
suocessful farmers and splendid in-
dividual instances have all been
brought forward to prove that the
pure-bred sire is the only sire worth
while. One would think that the evi-
dence for the pure sire was now of
such mountainous proportions that a

scrub bull would be a rare curiosity.

But he isn't. He is still |
in almost every dairy sectic
ada. And we are still pili
dence against him And
tiuue to do so.
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False Economy

(Hoard's Dairyma
Butter has ruled abnorn
the present winter. If ever
a time when it would pay o
profit to feed good cows |
is now. High as the price «
the price of butter is hig!
1> make the proportion bet
and profit a large one. Take
culation which is an old one
low it out
A bushel of oats is wor

Fort Atkinson market to-day !

Corn is worth 60 to 65 cents
Fed to a good cow there
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three and a half pounds to
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are seven pounds of butt
pounds of the two. We g
pound of butter by combir
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