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behind him no property of any account, became to a

great extent dependent upcm her relatives, of whom
she had several in the Highlands ; and she sometimes

lived with one and sometimes with another. Some
of them were poor, others well to do; and if it b©

presumed that she gave the largest share of her pa-

tronage to the latter, the former were probably not

missed in their turn. At the same time she always

managed, by some ingenuity of industry, to keep a

humble home over the heads of herself and her boy.

Her constitutional temperament always kept her busy,

let her be where she might ; her high nervous organi-

zation rendering inaction difficult to her, except to-

wards the close of her life. In this respect, there

was a remarkable resemblance between herself and

her son ; and from her, it may safely be affirmed, he

derived the leading mental characteristics that distin-

guished him through life.

She was so small in stature as to be considerably

below the average size of her sex. In complexion

she was a brunette; her hair was dark-brown, till

whitened by age, and at ninety it was as abundant as

ever, and always long. Her dark eyes were sharp

and piercing, though generally quiet ; but when she

was in anger, which did not often occur, they flashed

out such gleams of fire as might well appall an anta-

gonist. Her featu'^es, corresponding with her size,

were small ; and the prominence of her cheek-bones

gave unmistakable indications of her Celtic origin. The
small mouth and the thin, compressed lips, in har-

mony with the whole features, told of that unconquer-

able will which she transmitted to her son. The fore-


