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My dkau I.ads,

Thanks to the caio with whicli the Egyptians depict id

ti|.()ii the Willis of their seimlchres th«! minutest doings of

th«'ir (hiily hfe, to the dryness of tlie climate which has i>re-

siTvcd these records uninjured for so many thousand years,

juid to the indefatigable lai)Our of modern investigators, we

know far more of the manners and customs of the Kgyptians,

of theirjnethotls of work, their sports and amusements, their

piililic festivals, and domestic life, than we do of those (»f

|M'(»[»les comparatively modern. Aly object in the jufsciit

story has been to give you as lively a jMcture as p«>ssible of

tliiit life, drawn from the bulky pages of Sir J. CJardner

Wilkinson and other writers on the same subject. I have

hiid the scene in the time of Thotmes III., one of the great-

est of the Egyptian monarchs, ])eing surpasse<l only in glory

and the extent of his confjuests by Kameses the (Jreat. It

is certain that Thotmes carried the arms of Egypt to the

shores of the Caspian, and a people named tlie Hebu, with

fair hair and blue eyes, were among those dejticted in the

Ki,7[)tian sculptures as being conquered and nuule tributary.

It is open to discussion whether the Exodus of the Jews

fruni Egypt took place in the reign of Thotmes or many

years subsequently, some authors assigning it to the time

of Kameses. Without attempting to enter into this much

discussed question, I have assumed that the Israelites were


