- 'GOV’T DUCKS RE
"BY SLIPPING PO

UP TO THE SUPRE'1E COURT

‘Shows Its Inherent Weakness When it Comes to
Question of Grave Importance—During the
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Tackling ¢
Discussion

of the Bill Many Government Members Absented Them-

selves from the Chamber,

While Ofie Was Fast Asleep
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Fredortoton, April 18,=In the dying
hours ot the wouslon, after several
oxtraordinary scenes, with the leader
ot the government in a state border

ng panio, enrnestly pleading with
the legislature to postpune action on
Ourrier bill, the House which hau
every ovidence of putting
the bIN with some amend:
meats made by the corporations conw
@littes, swiftly changed its mind,
tirew out the report of the corpora
tlong’ committee, and unanimously
adopted an act empowering and ve:
uiring the Appeal Division ot the
upreme Oourt to determing whether
the rate base fixed in the Currier
paport 18 correct, and it not, to decide
what {8 & correct rate base. The Bu-
prme Court will have all the evidence
obtalned by the Ourrier commission
submitted to it, and may, & it oon
sldors it necessury, take further evi-
dence; The Oity and N. B. Power
COompany may be represented by
counsel before the Supreme Court.
The present modus vivendi will con:
tinue till the leglslature mnkes up
ity mind what to do about the deci
sion of the Bupreme Court.

When asked what he thought of the
outeome, Mr, Hopper, secretary or
the Powor Company, said! '

“What's the wse of thinking? Per
haps the next manouvre wil be to
refor the matter to the Privy Coun:

At five o'clock Thureday afterncon
the report of the corporations’ ecom:
mittes, which recommended the adop:
tion of “tiie Currier base rute, but
favored the city's demand for certain
payments for the upheep of streets
used by the company, was presented
to the committee of the whoie House.

Mr, Tilley was the flrat spoaker
He suid mombers wete evidently be
ing subjected to prossure by vonstiti-
olil who lad bought shares in the
company, but he falt they were fair
minded, and anxious to give fair play.
dfe presented in u strong light the
various arguments for the eitizens
slde of the case, Inid stress on the
apparent {airness of the eity’s experts
and directed attention to the divergent
views of the company's oxports.

At 5.2 3 phell tous 0ot
e contended that the Currier commis.
slon had not carfied out e instruc

had overlooked |
uuﬁ“ fuvolved in  the

glll o8 of stocks. He. declareq the

findings were based on guoss:
. whereas Mr, Whithey's con-
clusions were based on o sclentifie

systom.

At 6,42 Hon, Dr, Roberts took the
word, He felt incapabls of discussing
the biM from the view point of high
finance, and thought honoruble me-
bers were far from a sound conclu-
sfon. 1f the ill-considered bill was
sdopted a precedent would be estub:
Hished which would serlously aftect
other communities,

At 560 My, Potts took up the oud-
gols, He sald that when corporations
were concerned the people usually
got the wrong end of the deal, He
said he would propose an amendment
yeducing the base rate.

At 6,00 o'elock the committee took
760088,

Evening Session.

At 800 p. m. Mr, Potts continued
fhiis presentation of the case for the

ople.
"A': $.17 Mr, Baxter took the word.
He remarked that the occupancy oF
rather the vacancy of the chamber
was & fair assurance that the memi
bers had resdily judged the case, and
thet what might be said would not
alter the vote, However, he roview-
ed the arguments for the ¢ity In an
able manner,

Empty Benches.

While the city members were speak-
ing most of the opposition tmemvers
remained in thelr seats, but on the
government  side the fnattetition

ted to discourtesy. At one tifne
wag only (wo ministers and My,
King and Mr, McUrath in their.soats.

y, Mersereat, who introduced the
Currior bill was stretoched out on the
founge, -apparently fast asleep. Hon.
Mr, Robingon Hstened throughout with
marked attention, The Promier him-
s6it went out, but apparently for the
purpose of to induce his un
rily followegs to retarn and give the
¢ity members the courtesy of & hesr:

and spent some time in rambling din:
cussion, )

Suggests Postponement.

At 0,17, Hon. Mr. Robinson sald that
while the bill affected more partiou-
larly the Gity of Bt. John it had been
dealt with by honorable members trom
cther constituencies, who would have
preterred to have had nothing W do
with it. 1t seemed to him that in en
deavoring to reconstruct the bill they
had evolved a measure satisfactory Lo
nobody. He belleved that it was &
mistake to attempt to deal finally with
the matter during the present session,
T'o his mind it would be better Lo have
the bill go over until next year. The
rates now in foree would continue un.
tl) July, 1020, In the meantime the
original bill and the one betore the
Aouse together with the evidence
could be printed and ' dlstributed
among the members. He teit certain
that no injustice would result it a
plan of that nature were carried out.
Possibly the parties might get to:
gether and try to Arrange & compro-
mise, and in any pass the House
would be in a mydl¥ better eondition
to deal with the fatter the next year,
Hy thought if why partinlity had been
phiown by Hon, members so far it had
been on the side of the oity, ‘Their
case had been presented by able
lawyers, and they had the benefit of
\ho services on the floors of the Houne
of the Hon, member for At John
County, perhaps the ablest In the
provinee,

He was not prepared to say whe
ther or not the Currler Report em:
bodied the falr and unblased oplnion
of experts, but he belleved it would
be better for the committee to either
acoept that opinion as a whole of Al
law the matter to stand for another
year,

My, Robinson explained that he had
prepared u resolution in the form of
& bill,

Mr, Bweeney sald Mr. Robinson's
amendment wae (he only solation of
the diffioulty,

a Court of Appeal

tind heard onty parl of the evidenee.
1u what particuldrs was it to reverse
the findings of the mission? ‘1t
was idle for the publie toaxpect the
House to do anything but scoeph the
finding or else postpone Aetion Hntll
such time as,the dévidenod ocould be
read and reviewed, The present bill
a8 amended would not be workable
or satisfactory. 1t was & mangled bill,

Hon, Mr. Foster sald the main
point at isse was the rite base
aGopted in the Currler Report. Other
matters were minor and could be set:
tled by & few people getting together
around a table. 'The other was one
of the most important matters which
ever had come before him, because it
concerned so directly the publie in-
terest, He felt if ho accepted the Cur-
riex report he might do Injustice to
the eitizens of the clty of 8t. John for-
ever. On the otlier hand if he aceapt-
e the report of the city's expert he
might work an injury to the investors
who had placed '$1,000,000 in stoeks,
people who were not .only in ths
Unitsd States but also in Canada. He
had not considered himsélf compet-
ent to judge hetween the experts, and
fie believed the difference was die
tot to errors in judgment, but to 4
variation in the methods adopted.
The trouble arose because there was
nio tribupal in the province to which
2 corporation must go to obtain per-
mission to increase ecapital. The
House had been fortunate in having
Mr. Whiting appear before the Com-
mittes, but unfortunate in not hav.

been reached, He did not hesitate 16
say that eommissioners appointed by
the Hon, leader of the Opposition and
himself were competent and exper,
The Hotise had been likened to a
Jiry, which was (o decide the matier,
bt 1t was very different from & fury.
The House had before 1t only the
judge’s charge. the evidence was lack:
fug. Compromiise had been ot
&d, but he ccm‘ld fiot reconeile himeel
66,

) y sald he would 1ike o ash
the Hon. Premier if He beligved the
House in & yoir's time would be in
¢ botter position to dispose of (he
qu::llasn‘

7. Sweeney—The City of Bt.
might be.” o

Mr. Tilley said that remark showed
& bias toward the City of St John,
which he had not expected
broad-minded a member as the mem-
ber for Westmoriand.
seriots matter and should be

stlended to ot oncs. He wie
o the amendment, to mmw
(Continued on Page 1)
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This was a
deocided
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LEGISLATURE TAKES
ACTION RE N. B. BOYS
IN LONDON TOWER

Resolution Urging That Do-
minion Gov't See That the
Boys be Given Every Op
portunity to Prepare Their
Defence.

st
Special to The Standard, }

Frederioton, Aprll 18=0n Thurs
day the Leglslature, on motion of the
Premier, seconded by the Opposition
Leader; adopted a resolution by &
unahimous standing vote urging the
Dominion Government to see that the
trlal of New Brunswiok soldiers ar
vested in connection with the Rhyl
disturbances be delayed until proper
ahd effielent counsel is supplied for
their defence, and opportunity made
for the taking of évidence of witnes
wes in thelr defence either befors the
trial oourt or by cominission,

Mr Foster stated that two New
Hrunswiok soldlers, Pte. Mverett W,
Smith, of Northumberland, and Pte.
Allen A, Dickson, of PRostigoushe,
wers in the Tower of London, and he
had been informed by the G.W.V.A,
tlat comrades of thelrs dinee ariving
ih New Brunswiek had declared tha!
they had not tuken part in the riots,
Accordingly the Qovetutment had
cabled to the Agent Genernl in Lon:
don to take steps to see that the mon
iuplicated were Eiven evety oppor:
tunity to protect thelr interests

Mr. Baxter sald he had recelved u
telogram in roference to a4 sildier
uamed Poulin, He felt ‘e resoimition
was broad enough to cover all eases,

A Government bill to enable return:
ed soldlers to vote in muniolpal elee:
tions before thelr names are placed
on the llsts in the usual way, was
adopted. Holdiers will, it was sald,
be able to veta on producing their
dischargo papers, of papers showlng
thiad they are still serving.

B .
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MEMBERS BOOST -
THEIR SALARIES

Overworked Solons to Receive
Increnses to Keep up With
Ha Co’m

—————
Special to The Standard,

Fredoricton, April 1§—~Members of
the House are wortled about the cost
of high living in the gay capital, and
also uo doubt feel that they are ens
titled to puy for overtime rendered
tecessary by the interruptions of the
proceedings of the legislature caused
by the frequent and prolonged at
taoks made upon the ministers by the
wild men from Northumberiand led
by that redoubtable filibusier, Dr, Mo
Grath,

Wien the Contiigendy Committee
reported Mr, Merserean wanted to
know if they had increased the #es
slonal indemuity to members to $800,
atid moved, with My, Potts as lis
secotider, that the commitiee be sent
back and ordered to make provision
for the ineredse.

The speaker riled the motion ot
of order, but allowed the committee
to be sent back to reconisider their re
port. When they rettriied they brought
& recommendation that the indemini
ty be raised.

“ig that immediately applicabie?”
ghouted My, Mersereai.

“if ot 1 move that you be sent
back to make it 0.

Mr, Mersereay, who hiad been take
ing & nap on the lounge at the side
of the hoise, while the St. John met-
bers were speaking ont he Currier
bili which he fintroduced, evidently
considered himsélf underpaid and
overworked,

The leader of the governmient arose
and said it was not the intention to
grant the increase this year. Where
upon the speaker ruled Mr, Tt
ot of order, and the member for
Sunbury subsided wearlly in his seat,
fooking as if he would like (o tse soie
unpariiaimentary language anent the
government and its niggardly poliey
towards ite humble followers.

RUMANIANTROOPS
TO TRANSYLVANIA

Go to Pwu:t“l-n.::biwm from
[iltreatmen at the Hands of
the Hungarians.

Bucharest, 'rn«m'.d April 17
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| 6 1o establish, maintain
#ud operate wevviees by airerafl  be-
tween sueh points, within or withoat
Canada, as oy bo found desirable,
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dated the

_the laet sesalon of the M&o&
Adts 8 V., 1018, entitied

h?‘:("t‘hu New Brunswick
Weh Aot the Lisutenant<overnor

Ghets to hold an-investigation asd
1d New Hrunswick Power Com-

be

AND WHBRBAS the said Commissioners having lavestigated such
18th day of

8 Feport
of the eald N

relating to the
lesioners fo

which report thé O

ty-of the Compahy,

duction of rail

two milifons, el
AND W

ed, and it1a de
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BE

lsm'l‘y; Assehibly, as tollows:
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re

lch o Jamuary 1st, 1010, was used in the
8, electrie light and power service, to have been
thousand dollars, ($2,800,000);

the torrectuess of such finding has been disput
b.to refer suie to the Bupreme Court Appeal Di-

¢ determination : 5
1 'K‘M& HNACTHE by the Lieutenant Governor and

February, 1049,
ew Brunswick Power Company, by
und the original cost of the proper
pro-

Bupteme Court, Appeal Divislon, is hereby empowered and

required to determine whether ot npt such fnding of the said Cominls
pioters 18 Justilied by the evidence betore them, and if not, then to
detetinine what amount should have been found ay sueh original cost of
the said property. All evidetice, fobuments, reports and other material
which were before the sald' Cominissioners, together with their report,
shill be transtmitted by the Provinelal Becretary Treasurer to the sald
Oourt, which may also investigate the pald matter by means of such' ex-
pert testimony a8 they shall requite, the expense of which shall be

aid by the Provinelal Becretary“T'reasuper upon certificate of the Chief

ustice.

The said court may also obtatn from the said Commissloners any
{ntormution wileh they may coneld er desirable as to the theans by

which the: said
4
pany tmay be represented by eoun

Commissioners arrived at thelr conelusion,
The Olty of Bt. John and the New Brunswiek Power Com-

I before the sald court upon the

. hearing of the sald tatt
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GOV'T GOT ALL

TANGLED UP; .

UNTANGLED BY DR. J.B.M.BAXTER

Impressive Exhibition of Lack
the Ministers Engaged in a

of Leadership Given When
Triangualr Serap Over a Bill

Introduced by Mr, Dugal=-Hon, Member from St. John
Pointed Out Their Absurdities.

Proderioton, Aptil 18-<A character
{stie exhibition of the lack of leader:
slilp, which the Houss enjoys undaer
& hyphenated goveriinent, was given
off Thursduy atternoon when the Uik
\sters ehguged it 8 triebeubl Uue
over & bil intfodliced LY - BUR, Wi
Dugsi to afend Various acts rews
iy to the @esesstnent Of b lusees
Lamited, it the town of ludinuiustvi.
Hon, Mr. Vemiot Hercely assdiled iis
GoueRgle's DM, saying 10 bwd [US)

0%} abty bl ghe MUBWpaL
ties’ @ Lt It wis 8 uew

bill, and Bot Levillg been wdvertiseu
could not Le submitied to the HUUsS
Moreover, by Hxing the u TS
for sohoul purposes at §a00,Uuy, . we
ot varianoe with a fesolition recontly
adopted by the House, deciarily Lk
1o iegislation granting auy eReMptiv
of scHool tuxes Wwould be Soluered.

Hom, My, Foster sdid L. o
fike the look of the bill. He thousui
the #rasers Limitéd and the séuvu
board stioild be allowed W ese W
gether, and moved thut the vMl be
given the six monthe' holst,

Hon. Mt Tweeddale suikd the legis
{ature hud confiriied af apreedidail
between Wrasers Rdmited aund tie
school bonrd with respect to assess:
ment, and he vigorously opposed tux
sHggestion that the legislature should
stiitity itaelf by reversing its pullcy,
anid Hotifylng the publie thut wuney
{ivested utider the guarantee ot the
fegislature was not safe.

My, Dugsl strongly defended the Wil
which, lig said, Was & ocompromise
atrived at by the Municipalities cot-
mittes, after heafiig both

Mr. Veniot raised the point of order
thist -the bill could fiot be entertain:
ed on one day's notiee,

The chairman ruied against
poliit of order.

A long discussion followed, in
which both sides of the House ook
part, and presently the proviscial
gecretary butted i with the remark
that the bill was & vielation of an

menit betweont the town cotificll
Bdmundston and the ¢o. yany.
He favored the six months’ holst,

The sition leader cotld fiot see
the oceasion of so Mteh heat over the
matt

the

et
Me, Tilley said the ministers were
playing st party polities, but dia not

kow how to arflve at w...
wuhr;tsd.v

r. eVhlot sald the town coune
had fiot been consuited about the al
leged agreement betwe it
x‘)'n.l;'y 34:3 the school board, and any-

18 cotipany woul

the amended hm.' §

After tirther héated discussion
tinisters having exhausted um';.l)l:
sible ‘motions, Mr, Baxter ar
{smnrkad that If the government
o:ne)\n Were not so el exeited
they milght peroeive that twe' gro ]
of " ministers were trying - to arrive
at the same end, though they did not
appear to see that fhey miglt arrive
there togethet, und defeat thelr ol
league Mr. Diugal. He wsala that it
seetned to him to be a time
lous conslderation and not a A fof
cotiiedy ocaloulated to outclass Pina
fore, the Plrates of Pengance ot the
Mikado. The comiedies he had reter:
fed to had certaiily been outclassed
by the comedy provided by the govs
erfitienit betiches duting the after:
fioon. He had notioed that meetifig:
of the municipalities comimitte. whet
the bill was being congldered had
heen attended by af unusually lange
ftmber of the members of the govs
erimenit, The minister of publie
works had for the betiofit of the com:
tiiltlee expounded the school law and
he was boutd to say had' shed few
light of somme feattres of it. That
minister had at first steered south,
theti veered i several directions on
the question but had finally got
afotnd due forth. 1t looked to him
a8 it the goverfiment was tPying to
retaifi the valuable friendship of the
Fraser compaties and at the same
time hold out inducements for the
votes of the workiig men of the town
of Hdmundston,

Hofi. Mt, HRoberts—'How abott
Messrs, Smith and Satton?”

Mr. Baxter “Smith and Sutton are
fiot members of the government but
the time mmay come wheti they will
become siuch, When they do the pub:
fie health will be well looked after.

Continuing, he sald e was glad that
the chairman had rdled agaitist the
poitit of order raised by the minister
of works.

Winally the dontentious bill after
ocetipying tearly two hours was giv-
en the #ix months’ hofst,

ey
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NAVAL TERMS CONCERNING KIEL
CANAL AND HELIGOLAND REVISED

Fortifications Are to be Left In
fenses Are to be Continue
is Not to be Disturbed-L
mantled.

il 18— (By The Asseciated
fiaval terms (o be itcor:
i the pedce tm{l concern:
the Kiel Candl and Heligoland,
been rovised in seversl fmporant
g 1t was the originsl plan
the fortifleations of the
g it strictly & commereial
atorway  withont HSeH,
fges (hat now have been made
sent fortifleations tntact,

Parts, A
Pross) =1

dest:
o, e

lw the original Pian,

ehanges concerning Heligoland

feave fntact the present large basin,
' e @ seale for

menges, and e contintdancs
elded upon as providing &
bor for the North Ses fishing

RS

tact and the Present Coast De-
d--Large Basin at Heligoland
atter Fortifications to be Dis-

—

case of disiress. The fortifications of
Heligoland are to be dismantied, so
that the basin fs virtually the only
thing retained.

The finial disposition of the Geérman
flest 15 ohe of the subjects stifl dn-
decided, and even the highest naval
suthoritles are fiot aware how the
gtestion stanids since it pessed into
the hatids of the souncil of four, The
disposition to be made of the batile
ships and battle crufeers 16 one of the
ohief things to be determined under
the head of naval terms, and the de
clgon will affect the large number of
capital ships held under the terms of
the armistioe,

pos o IO
SUBMARINES LOST

#iih- Francs, April 18—Seven
ctmnlm ofi the way here

from England in tow have been lost
& storm, Wight of the undersea
bouts were bound here, but only ome
arFived 19 safety

' GENERALLY FAIR,

= SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED DISPLAY

OF RANK PARTISANSHIP BY
SPEAKER HETHERINGTON
Choked off Important Discussion nnmu Sustained in His
Arbitrary Methods by the Covernment — Ignores All

Rules of Parliamentary Procedure and Refuses to Give
Members on a Minority Report an Opportunity to be

Heard.

Fredericton, April 18.~-An arbitraty
exerclss of his power to choke off
discussion by Bpeaker Hetherington,
supported by the Government and all
thelr followers, was one of the feat-
tures of the closing hours of the legls:
lative session. Bpeaker Hetherington
was not interested in Bourinot ob
parlinmentary procedure; his own
opinion was good enough for him,

Towards midnight Mr Magee sub
mitted a report from the Public Ae-
counts Committee, and B, F. Bmith,
explaining that Mr. Jones, Mr. Pinder
and himselt wers not In agreement
with the report and had not signed it,
asked leave to submit & minority re-
pott, ‘The Goveramend took objection
to this, The Attorney Geteral cited
& case in 1870 which he claimed pro:
hibited the reception of a minority
report from a standing committee,
Mr. Baxter cited a case in 1808 when
a minority report was fegularly mov:
ed a8 an amendment to a committes
report atd admitted to the records of
the House of Commons.

Me. Bmith then moved that the
minority report be accepted as an
anendment, and expressed astonish:
ment at the attempt of the GCovern:
ment to rile out & report.

Mr. Baxter appealed for a spirit of
falr play. 1t was clear enough fromn
Bourinot that a minority report could
he mioved as an amehdmient. Anyway
tu exolude a report wotld only attract
attention to it

Mt Byrne attempted to justity the
dovernment's position, and Mr. Baxter
consuited with the Opposition leader
and Mr. Smith,

Presenitly the Speaker rose, and,
gbruptly riling the discussion out of
ordef, pit the motion to adoy Mt
Mages's report: The Opposition ¢
ed for fair play, but were eried dove |
by the Government side.” Aftet sdifio
digorder the guestion wae taken, the
vote being #2 to 17,

Mr. Baxter did not vote, sand de-
manded that it be recorded on the
minutes that he had refused to vote
il the abdenioe of discussion for which
ic had been preparing. He could at
jenst protest against the arbitraiy
way dlseussion had been choked off.

o1, Mr. Robinson, who was in the
Hotge at ‘he time, evidently on re-
flection catne to the eonclusion that
this athitrary action was unealled foi.
At any rate he afterwards expressed
tegret

The majority repoft is a8 follows:

“ihe Committes met as frequentlys
a8 waa possible, The presentation of
the Accoutits under the new accoun’
ing #ystem was the cause of some
mistunderstanding, but difficulties
whieh' appeared to exist were salis
factorily explained by the Comptroller
General Who gave the Committec
every assistance by close attendance.
Fhe yearly statement of the business
of the province under the heading
‘Statement of Revenue and Disburse-
metits’ 18 commended.

“Yotir Committee is of the opinion
that 4 consolidation of the Crown
Land, Public Works and Auditor Gen-
eral's reports would be in the best
ifiterest of all eoncerned by saving
duaplieation 1n accounts, and also ex-
penide of printing and binding.

‘Heceipts and expenditures were
eénqiired int oas thorotighly as poss.
le within the short time at the dis
poral of the Committee. Notice wos
taken of the increased demands upon
the publi¢ treastury by all the various
gorvices, and your Comimittee reals
{10 the absolute necessity of increas-
ing the revente of the province boln
from the present sources at our com:
nand and through the pressing of our
Just claims upon the Federal Author -
{1¢¢ who have so consistently refused
to consider them.

“Your Commitiee recommend thal
the stim of $60.00 be paid to the Sec-
felary of Committee, Mr. Keefe.

“(Signed) G. H. King, A, A, Dysart,
6. M. Leger, F'red Magee, Chairman,

The Minerity Report.

“Your Committes to whom was re-
ferred the Public Accounts of th:
Province have held nine meotings
and have not had an opportunity of
making a careful Investigation into
the same that ie necessary in the
phiblic interest. A large portion of
the time of the Committeé has been
{aken up by a discussion of the nev
thethods of book-keepinig which are
most difficult to understand. The
Atditor Qeneral hias been repontedly
called pefore the Committes to make
explanations and showed & willing-
reds 1o meet the demands of the Com-
mittes i@ this regard, but in some in-
plances it wad recognized that the
‘statemeonts contained in the repor’
wers go misleading and unintelligivia|
that mich of the fime of the Com-
mitles was taken up in this work

-

The reports which have come to the
Committee through difterent repre:
tentatives throughout the Province
leads the Committee to believe thay
the expenditure of moneys upon the
highways of the Province, espectally
under the head of Permanent, has
been not only extravagant but mise
applied in many instances, that is to
Bay, that much of the troad woric
which was charged to the Ptovines
vhder the head of Ordinary has beea
during the last year charged to Pers
manent Roads and the bonds of the
Province have been sold to cover this
expenditure. Hvidence has been ad:
duced before the Committes by mems
bers of the House, who we believa
are thoroughly responsible to show
that wrong classifications have been
handed in by the Chiet Bagineer, and
that Supervisors who are drawing
thelr pay from the Department of
Public Works are at the same time
engaged in work of a private charas
ter The supervisors of roads in soine
{nstances “throughout the Provinco
have, we belleve, tlagrantly violated
tieir oath of office ihasmich that they
have forwarded pay lists to the De-
partment containing names of pars
ties who were tiot engaged in that
publie sefvice in any way.

“In the Department of Agriculture
we find that a large amount of money
has been expended under the head o2
‘Greatef Production, and while your
Committee do not desire to deprocats
in any way the efforts along this lin
we do believe that advanutage wi
takeh of the Department of Agticuls
tite in many instances to afford tha
friends of the Government and others
throtighout the Province an oppo
tunity to travel to and from the Ci
of Fredericton at. ‘he expense of tlie
Province .and w tout any apparent
results. 3

“Your Committee desire to cons
g;a;dlste the Government on the ine
Liease on the price of stunipage and
to fote that a larger revenie was obe
tained from this source than formerly,
and your Committee would furthes
desire to impress upon the Govertis
fiient the fact that the values of lums
ber throughout the Province are dous
ble what they were u few years ago,
and we are of the opinion that a much
higher rate of stumpage should be
exacted and a policy evolved walch
weuld sectire at least a certain degree
of permanency to the holders of time
ber licetises throughott the Province.

“With the opportunities that your
Committee has had, and which we
may repeat h only afforded a par-
tial opporiunity of examining the ac-
counts, we generally,_ that
there has been a marked mlvm\u'u i
the cost of contifigenciss of the ke
ccutive Government and the saluties
of officials in the Public Works Lo«
partment, which while in some casos
are justified, in other cases are absos
lutely unjustified, and the staff in that
Department has beéen increased under
the present GQovertiment to an extent
which ealls for the entire disapproval
of your Committee,

“Briefly summing up the matter, we
would desire to say that we believe
the Publie Accotnts Report as sub-
mitted to the Province during the
rast year is both unintelligible and
misleading, and as an illustration we
would call the attention of the Hon-
orable Members of the House to the
fact that first statement isstied by
iho Anditor General and which show.
ed a surplus of some thirty thousand
dollars, was under the examination ot
# chartered saccountant found to be
a deficit of one hundred and thirty-
four thousand doliars.

otif  Committee deprecate the
frineiple that was practiced by the
overnment during the past year of
cbtaining money from the people by
direct taxation and for Patriotic purs
poses and which was fn a large meas
stre diverted to the ctirrent revenues
of the Province,

“Your Committee is of the opinion
fhat the reports of the larger Depart«
ments of the Government should be
consolidated to save tinnecessary ox«
pense in printing, ete.

“In support of the statements hereiu
containad especially regarding tha
finanoial standing of the Provihee, it
should be borne in mind that the in-
serted statement which Is so far at
variance with that submitted by ths
Atditor General and shown in thoe
Comptroller General's Report, was not
signed by the Price Waterhouse Com-
pany who are - responsible for its
findings. An admission which is at
1éast caloulated to give credence
the findings of your Committee
tr rogard

believe

B. . SMITH,
GRO. B, JONES,
3, K. PINDIR,




