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POSITIONS NT LEFT OF BRITISHOF 18 )

British and French Lines Advanced on Front of 
More Than Fifteen Miles from La Bassee 

, Ville on River Lys to Steenstraete.

ALLIED OPERATIONS CONTINUE WITH
SUCCESS DESPITE BAD WEATHER

U Bassee Ville, Steenstraete, Biaxchoote, Verlor- 
enhoek, Frezenberg, St JnKen,Pilkhem, Hooge, 
West Hoek and HoUebeke Captured.

Battlefield is Covered with German Dead Showing 
Magnitude of Enemy Losses While French 

Casualties Were Exceedingly Light

TEUTONS HEAVILY BOMBARD FRENCH
LINES AT CERNY AND HURTEBISE

Allies Cross Yser Canal During Night and Attack 
Enemy at Four o’dockin the Morning, Inflicting 
Big Losses.

Berlin Says Strong Drive Made 
by Allies, But Claims 

Victory.

In Many Places Allies Reach 
Second Line Defenses on 

20-Mile Front.

British Last Night in Posses­
sion of Three Lines of 

Hun Trenches. *
si-1

f
MANY PRISONERS

TAKEN BY ALLIES
THE ARTILLERY

MOVES FORWARD
A HEAVY GERMAN

. COUNTER-ATTACK

Germans Claim to Have Cap­
tured Infportant Positions 

Near Cerny.

German Front Line in Ypres 
Salient Offers Slight 

Resistance.

Teuton Front Line Trenches 
Torn to Pieces by Bom- 

' bardment. ,
* ALSO CLAIM TO HAVEParis. July 31.—The French attack today, in conjunc- 

successful, according to the 
_ «wmÉketpnight. At small

the French troops carried important German positions

British Front In France, July 31.— 
An offensive

London, July 31.—The official statement from British 
hsndquarten in France tonight reports the capture by Ac Al- WON OVER RUSSIANS I
lies of the following villages: ' ' ----------

"La Bassee Ville, Steenstraete, Biaxchoote, Verloren- 
hoek, Frezenberg, Saint Julien, Pilkem, Hooge, West Hoek 
and Hollebeke and more than 3,500 prisoners.

"The operations of the Allied troops begun this 
ing in the neighborhood of Ypres have been continued with 

during the day despite unfavorable weather. The 
enemy’s positions during the day have been entered and our 
line has been advanced on a front of over fifteen miles, from 
La Bassee Ville, on the River Lys, to Steenstraete, on 
er Yser. Both of these villages are now in the hands of the

jpTIFF RESISTANCE
AT SEVERAL POINTS

“ ^ ’Valuable Work of British

Tanks Assisted Advanc­
ing Army.

» Munched by the BrlUeji 
Jàm Me (An»eq Une.

thi-Blver Ly. end Boeelnghe

lion with the British, was hi
». between

at daybreak has, with few exceptions, On Bank of the Dneister and 
the Pruth Germans Allege 

Victories.

loss,
and inflicted heavy losses on the enemy. The text of the accomplished all that had been plan­

ned for the first day of the battle.statement reads:
> “Having crossed the Yser Canal during the night 

troops attacked at four o’clock this morning in conjunction 
with the British armies on their right. The formidable artil­
lery preparation had completely levelled the German organi­
zations, and inflicted heavy losses on the defenders.

our which, in its early stages, gives prom­
ise of being the greatest conflict of the

morn-

London, July 31—British troops, in 
conjunction with the French forces 
on their left .attacked the German po­
sitions along a wide front north of 
River Lys at 3.50 o'clock this morn-

successBritish front in France, July 31/— 
(By the Associated Press).—The 
Entente Allied forces, which launched 
their offensive this morning, have ad­
vanced well beyond the shell-shatter­
ed front line German trenches. In 

places they have reached the

Roughly speaking the British pene­
trated positions held by Crown Prince 
Rupprecht of Bavaria, between Boes- 
inghe and Warneton, and at the time 
of filing of this depatch were in pos­
session of the first three lines of Ger- 

trenches at most points through-

the Riv-Carried Positions.
"At the end of the morning our 

troops had carried two enemy positions 
and in their dash had spontaneously 
gone beyond the objective which had 
been assigned to them. They advanc­
ed on the road between Lizerne and 
Dixmude and captured the village of 
Blxschoote and Kortekerrt inn.

“Our losses were exceedingly small; 
we captured Important material and 
took prisoners, not yet counted. ;The 
battlefield is covered with German 
dead, showing the magnitude of the 
enemy losses.

"On the Aisne front the artillery 
fighting was particularly violent. Re­
ports up to the present concerning the 
operation carried out south of La 
Royerd emphasise the splendid attitude 
of our troops. On the entire front of 
the attacks, the objectives assigned 
have been exceeded, we have been 
able to clear out the advance trenches 
which we found filled with enemy 
dead. The number of prisoners taken 
exceed up to the present 210. Our 
losses were slight.

HORRIBLE STORY 
FROM BELGIUM

ing.
out this front.

Reports received from the French 
troops, which are attacking on the dif­
ficult territory between Dixmude and 
a point near. Boeslnghe, say they have 
forced their way across this marsh- 
studded and partly Inundated region 
and captured the first two lines of 
German trenches.

Allies. The Allied troops, according to a 
British official statement, have cap­
tured their first objectives on the 
whole front, and are reported to be 
making satisfactory progress at all

A considerable number of prison­
ers already have been captured by 
the* French and British.

The text of the British statement 
announcing that an offensive had been 
launched by the British and French 
against the German positions north of 
the River Lys in Flanders says:

Attack On Wide Front.

t.
many
second line defenses on a twenty mile

Penetrate Hun Lines.
"On the extreme left ttie French 

troops, acting In close co-operation 
with and protecting the left flank of 
the British forces, captured Steens­
traete, and penetrated the German 
defences to a depth of nearly two 
miles. Having gained their objectives 
for the day at an early hour they con­
tinued their attack with the greatest 
gallantry beyond their original objec­
tives and captured Blxschutte and the 
enemy’s positions to the southeast and 
west of the village, on a front of near­
ly 2% miles, including the Kortekerrt 
inn.

front on attack, according to the early
London, July 31—A despatch re­

ceived today by the Wireless Press, 
from Amsterdam says:

“The German authorities at 
Liege, Belgium, arrested, tried and 
sentenced to death within three 
days an influential Liege merchant 
named Gronere, his wife, and their 
two daughters, aged twenty and 
fourteen years, on the unproved 
charge of espionage.

"The father and mother were 
both shot to death in the presence 
of their daughters. The latter were 
offered their freedom it they reveal­
ed the names of their parents’ ac­
complices. The girls refused, the 
eldest stating: ‘If we speak we 
might cause fifty people to be kill­
ed. We would rather die alone.’

“She was Immediately shot The 
youngest girl then was tortured, 
outraged, and also ■hot'’

reports.
The British end French troops went 

into battle under cover of what per­
haps was the greatest barrage fire 

during the war. The Entente Excellent Co-operation.
The losses of the Entente Allies have 

been surprisingly light and the morale 
of the men continues at the highest 
pitch. The contact between the Brit­
ish and French armies has been con­
stant and excellent. Late today ;t 
was said the Germans began a heavy 
counter-attack at the point where the 
Allied forces Join.

The German front line trenches, 
which had been torn to pieces by the 
preliminary bombardment, offered lit­
tle resistance, but once the Allied 
forces had penetrated beyond them 
they met with fierce resistance at 
many points. Directly east of Seille- 
beke, and again a little to the north, 
the British were temporarily held up 
by a heavy machine gun Are, but only 
temporarily, for the troops charged 
through the rain of lead and forced the 
Germans from their positions in hand- 
to-hand fighting.

seen
artillery 1» moving forward and the 
whole situation is satisfactory in
every particular.

In numerous places the Entente 
Allies encountered strong resistance 
and counter-attacks, from the desper­
ate Teutons.

THE SENATE "During the afternoon a hostile 
counter-attack was successfully re­
pulsed.

“In the centre and on the left centre 
the British divisions penetrated the 
enemy's positions to a depth of two 
miles and secured crossings on the 
River Steenbeek. which constituted 
their final objectives.

( "in conjunction with the French 
troops operating on our left we at­
tacked at 3.50 o’clocV this morning, 
on a wide front north of the River

Get Trench Lines.
Between Dixmude and Boesinghe 

4he attacking forces secured the two 
first »""■ of the German trenches 
after having fought over the most 
difficult terrain Imaginable due to 
marshes and inundated areas with 
which the section is blocked.

The German front line about the 
Ypres salient, which has been held 
unquestioned by the enemy since the 
early days of the war, offered little 
resistance today to the British ad­
vance, but beyond these trenches the 
Germans made a firm stand in an en­
deavor to stem the onslaught.

The British again captured La 
Bassee Ville on the Franco-Belgtan 
frontier, which a few days ago they 
had occupied and then relinquished. 
The Germans made a heavy counter­
attack here in an attempt to regain 
the position, but the British flung 
them off and began consolidating the 
ground won.

Sir James Lougheed Says Vol­
untarism Puts Premium on 
Cowardice—Assails Slack­
ers and Rebellious Persons.

“The Allied troops have captured 
their first objective on the whole 
front attacked, and are reported to be 
making satisfactory progress at all

"Considerable numbers of prisoners 
already have been captured."

Storm Villages.
Mn the course of their attack our 

troops stormed two powerful defensive 
systems and carried by assault the vil­
lages of Verlorenhoek. Frezenberg, 
Saint Julien and Pilkem and many 
strongly defended farms, woods and 
organized localities.

"Further south in the right centre 
of our attack, after gaining the whole 
of their first objectives, which includ­
ed the village of Hooge and Sanctuary 
wood, our troops fought their way for­
ward against very obstinate resistance 
from the enemy in a difficult country 
near the Ypres open road and carried 
the village of West hoek. In this 
neighborhood, where heavy fighting 
has taken place throughout the day 
and still continues, we have penetrated 
the enemy's defenses to a depth of 
about a mile. A number of powerful 
counter-attacks have been successfully 
repulsed."

Counter-Attack.
Ottawa. July 31—(Canadian Press) 

Sir James Lougheed, in the senate to 
day, moved the second reading of the 
military service bllL

After sketching the circumstances 
leading up to the decision to enforce 
conscription, Sir James said there 
was nothing more illegal than volun­
tarism. It put a premium upon cow­
ardice, and resulted in the bold and 
worthy men of the land risking their 
lives for the reluctant and unworthy. 
In Canada no clique and no section 
of the country could logically refuse 
to serve in the defence of the Domin­
ion. no matter how recalcitrant the 
spirit of a clique or portion of the 
country «night be.

"About 11 o’clock in the morning 
made a counter-attackthe enemy „ . ,

against our trenches west of L Epine 
De Chevregny, which was repulsed.

“The Germans, after an intense bom­
bardment of our lines at Cerny and 
Hurteblse, attacked our positions east 

front of about 1,500

German Statement.Heavy Hun Fire.
Berlin. July 31—Strong attacks by 

the Entente Allies have commenced 
along a wide front from the Yser to 
the Lys, in Flanders, says the official 
statement issued today by the German 
general staff 
in Flanders, the statement adds, has 
thus opened.

"The British attack in Flanders, on 
both sides of Ypres. has been repulsed 

the German official com-

Agaln at a redoubt which was strong­
ly held in the German line and de­
fended by concrete fortifications, the 
British were brought to a stqpd by ma­
chine gun fire. But they charged with 
bayonets and dislodged the Germans.

One of the most striking and spec­
tacular events of the day's fighting oc­
curred at the so-called Menin Tunnel, 
a great underground fortification con­
structed by the Germans on the Menin 

The British

of Cerny, on a . A _
metres, with three regiments. Our 
counter-attacks, immediately carried 
out, drove them back and permitted us 
to advance along the whole front.

"The day was relatively calm on 
both banks of the Meuse.

"Belgian communication : During the 
course of the night the enemy artillery 
bombarded our cantonments with long 
range guns, and shelled our roads of 
communication at various points «long 
our lines. Our artillery silenced sev­
eral German batteries in the region 
of Woumen.

“‘Army of the east July 30: Rifle fir­
ing and grenade fighting took place on 
the right bank of the Vardar, In the 
neighborhood of Barakli and Lunsi. 
At the Cerna bend Bulgarian patrols, 
attempting to reach our lines, were

The Infantry battle
Quebec, July 31—Following the tor- 

reniai rains on Monday which have in­
undated many scores of houses in 
Beauce county and caused very 
heavy damage to points along the line 
of the Quebec Central Railway, in 
that county, booms at Breakey’s Mills, 
Brown Corporation Mill» and H. Atk­
inson mills on the Chaudière river, 
broke ac&y this evening, letting loose 
thousands of dollars worth of pulp- 
wood and logs.

From Scotia Junction, Beauce, 
comes news that heavy damage has 
been caused to properties and forms 
by the heavy rains. Between this 
Junction and SL Marie, the Quebec 
Central Railway tracks are submerg­
ed In about 11 feet of water.

The large Quebec Central Steel 
bridge at Valley Junction, another 
steel bridge spanning the Chaudière

according to 
muntcation Issued tonight. Only a 
crater position was taken in the as­
sault, It is asserted. The text of the 
communication follows:

"The first assault of the English 
army, delivered In Flanders on a 25 
kilometre front on both sides of Ypres 
has been repulsed.

“After changeable bitter fighting on 
a large scale the enemy, who attacked 
with superior forces many ranks deep, 
had to content himself with the pos­
session of a crater position In our de­
fensive zone.

“On the Chemtn-Des-Dames (Aisne 
front) an energetic attack put us in 
possession of Important hfelght posi­
tions near Cerny. and resulted In tl.e 
capture of more than 1,500 French 
prisoners."

“In the east we obtained furt'ior 
on both banks of <!y» 

Dniester, end the Froth as wen ss in 
the wooded Carpathians."

Many Prisoners.: road, opposite Hooge. 
preliminary bombardment had forced 
the Germans to hold the French line 
thinly here, and the British division, 
which was to attack at dawn, lay out 
all «Ig*!» in shell-holes, within twenty- 
five yards of the Germans, waiting for 
the signal to advance. When the time 
arrived for the charge and the British 
gunners M dropped a fire on the Ger­
mane, it was seen that the Germans 
had tab*" to their heels and "were flee-

Many prisoners already are finding 
their way back of the Allied lines.

' These men report that the unprece­
dented; artillery preparation which) 
prefaced the Entente Allied attack 
worked havoc in the German lines, 
and undoubtedly caused a heavy loss 
Of Ufa.

The German front line trenches 
were entirely smashed to pieces, and 
the wire entanglements before them
wer torn away. The Brill* l and repulsed. There was cannonading on 
French went Into battle under cover both .Idee nions the enure front. Our 
of whet wan pethspe the greatest her- heavy artillery caused two explorions

in the enemy batteries.

Would Be Farce.
To take a referendum upon the 

question at the present time would 
be doing violence to the principle of 
defence. To say that on the question 
of military service the government, 
through a referendum, should ask 
the verdict of the eowards, slackers, 
aliens and rebellious persons, who 
had not responded to the call of duty, 
would constitute a force in the great­
est tragedc that the world had ever 
seen.

It was futile to talk, as some por- w 
Hons of the country did, of defending Sir James replied that he could 
Canada In Canada had to be speak only for himself, but so for as
defended In Europe, where Britain and be was able the law would be applied 
civilisation were being defended. as soon as the Ink had dried on the

In Canad#there was a powerful eto-1 governor-general’s signature, giving 
ment uat openly proclaimed dlslpy-| sanction to the measure.

ally to Britain and repudiated the duty 
of defence. To them he would say 
that Canada would be at war as long 
as Britain was at war.

Sir James said that this was not the 
time to talk about referendum, elec­
tion or other political claptrap.

Senator Power asked if conscription 
was passed, would the government put 
It Into effect before a general election 

held.

ing.
Teutona Fled.

The British, seeing their prey es­
caping, went mad and charged direct- 

river and St Marie and the horse ly through their own barrage, fortnn- 
brldge at Valley Junction are report- ately without heavy casualties. Menin 
ed to be down. Every house in 8L Tunnel, which was expected to be oc- 
Msrie to said to be flooded. Many cupied by several hundred Germans 
people living in houses situated along was found to be held by only forty-one,

rage fire seen during the wir. The 
great guns of the Allies opened up 
at the appointed time, and for hours 
buried an avalanche of shells into 
the enemy territory with drum Are in­
tensity. A. large number of tanka, 
wbtoh W.'-U, th. .tucb «.reported

CASUALTIES.

Ottewe, July 11.—Cesuritlee:
Artillery.

Wounded—Conner R. W. Clements. 
B.Î.D.. No. 4. NTS Sorft- W. L. Melt the 
by, Newcastle, N. B- V»
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