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THE SITUATION
¥ VENEZUELA

PREMIER REPLIES TO
THE LIBERAL LEADER

Denies That the Government Has'Beenr

Unduly Hasty—Outrages on Sail-
ors and Shipowners.

Londen, Dec. 45.—The House of Comn=
mons was crowded this evening when
{he Venezuelan matter came up for de-
Mr, Schwann, after having ex-
pressed  surprise that the government
wis wnxious for another war, affer Soutn
Afri 1, complained of the paucity of the
inioiation concerning the Venezuelan
i, which had been gaven parlia-
went. He said  lre hoped arbitration
would be accepted, becaus2 although
I'resident Roosevelt is anzious to  act
quickly, the situation is full cf danger,
end the President’s hands might be
forced by politicians.

Lord Cranberne spoke after M
¢chwann. He reproached this member
with a desire to diseredit the governg
ment, and explained sthat papers in the
Veneznelan matter were very wolumin-
ous, and those issued to-day were only
a summary. Il said that Great Brit-
air had to perform police dity ameng
the nations, and had to prevent Vene-
suela from breaking the law of rations.
The United Statés took the sensible
view that Great Britain’s insistance that
Venezuela should meet her engagements
was no infraction of the Monroe:doc-
irine, “No country had been more anx-
icus than Great Britain to assist the
United States in maintaining that dec-
trine.” This remark was greeted with
cheers. Continuing, the uunder foreign
secretary said the British government
hed displayed great forbearance, -and
it was only .after Venezuela had been
tkrice summoned to do right that the
government had been driven to strong
measurves to secure tne safety, liberty
wnd ploperty “of British - subjects —in
Venezueld, and that in the execution:of
these measures the government desired
to pursue the same course of modera-
tion, .

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman eom-
plained of the lack of information about
‘he German and British claims which,
he said, seemed to be on a different foot-
ing. The speaker said he was an advo-
cute of the best feeling between the two
countries, but in this matter Great Brit-
i seemed to be bound hand and foot
t¢ Germany. We could do nothing with
regard to our claims, continued the Li-
beral leader, unless the Germans are
perfectly satisfied fwith the seitlement
of their claims. Suck an agreement is
contrary to the country’s best interests.

Premier Balfour declared there washo
justification for the assumption that the
ycvernment was prepared te go to war
for the Venezuelan bendholders.  The
cux of the matter wis a serias of out-
rages by Venezuelans on British seamen
and shipowners, for which not only had
compensation been refused, but Great
fritain’s ramonstrances had been entire-
I disregarded. It was an intolerable
sitnation, and the Premier denied that
the government had been unduly hasty.
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman ap-
peared to desire to operate with® Ger-
many on-his own peculiar terms, but
few allies were preparved to act on such
a basis. Continuing, Mr. Balfour said
tlat in so far as the financial claims
were concerned, the government was
rrepared to agr2e to a tribunal to as-
sess them equitably. He said also that
the United |States government had not
suggested  arbitration. Anglo-German
interests in Venezuela had been entrust-
ed to the United States minister at Car-
acas, Mr. (Bowen, who with admirable
energy had protected the lives of Ger-
man subjects. The Premier said he un-
derstood that it was ‘from Venezuela
through the United States that the sug-
gestion for arbitration had come. On
that point he would only say it was un-
fortunate that arbitration suddenly
commended itself to the minds .of the
Venezuelans. The Premier said he
}\‘«mld say nothing for or against this
idea, and repeated that it had not come
from the government of the United
States,

Sir William Vernon Harcourt and
other members of the House then eriti-
cized the government for its action, and
Pressed for additional information,

The Correspendence,

tate.

itnals

Lom'lon, Dec, 15.—A parliamentary pa-
ver igiving - the correspondence relating
to Venezuelan affairs was issued this
afterndon. It ' begins with a memor-
fnnflnm which, after recounting {he ex-
isting eauses of complaint against Vene-
zuela, including the seizures of British
Sl.lps and the protestation against the
Venezuelan consul at Trinidad collecting
customs dues lof which “no notice was
taken by Venezuela,” says: “Besides
these specific outrages and grounds for
ompplaint, there are causes in which
British subjeets and companies have
large claims against Venezuela. The
Venezuelan government declined to ac-
cept the explanations and assurances of
His Majesty’s government in regard to
tke Banrigh as in anyway modifying
the situation. ‘As a result, the position
of His Majesty’s legation ‘at Caracas is

|
|
|

rendered quite impracticable for diplo=
matic purposes, as all representations,

| protests and remonstrances now remain

disregarded and .unacknowledged.”

Correspondence which dates to Decem-
ber 2nd shows that so early as July 23rd
Germaay tentatively menticned the Vene-
zvelan difficulties, and Foreign Secretary
Lansdowne replied that he would be
quite ready to confer with the view of
jcint action. On August 8th Lord Lans-
downe warned the admiralty to prepare
for putting pressure on Venezuela, add-
ing: “The German ambassador, Count
Wolff-Metternich, had suggested that the
two powers concerned should partake in
& joint naval demonstraties.”

On August Ist British Minister Hag-
gurd hotified Lord Lansdowne that he
Lad personally presented te the acting
fcreign minister a note recording uis
fcrmal protest against ‘“‘the intolerable
ccnduct of the Venezuelan government,”
stating that unless prompt compensation
vsere paid the injured persons he should
take the necessary steps to exact repara-
tion. Mr. Haggard concludes: “The
n.nister acceptel the note quiatly. His
final remark was that they were used
to these communications. T said that
might be the case, but not from Eng-
end.”

Mr. Haggard on August 4ith informed-
Lord Lansdowne that the Venezuelan
foreign minister had definitely stated
“That until the Banrigh matter is set-
tled satisfactorily to theé interests of both
nations, the Venezuelan goverment can-
rot entertain any question on a different
subject.”

On September 27Tth Vice-Admiral
Deuglas suggested to the admiralty that
it would be necessary in order to bring
effective pressure ¢n Venezuela to block-
ade the ports La Guayra, Porto Ca-
Lello and Maracaibo towards the end of
November, and seize all Venezuelan gun-
boats, “Until the demands are complied
with.” "N

Lord Lansdowne, under date of Octo-
Ler 22nd, says the blockade is “Open to
some objection,” but he endorsed the
seizure of the vessels. In the next com-
wunication, dated November 11th, he no-
tified Charge d’Affaires Buchanan, at
Berlin, «that Germany was prepared {o

join Great Britain in a final warhing, !

and that it had been agreed that the first
step should be the seizure of Venezuelan
vessels.

“As to the joint execution of measures
of coercion,” says Lord Lansdowne, “the
German government recognized that
there was a sharp distinetion in the char-
acter of the British and German claims,
but . thnt meverthelegs the two claims
cught’to stand or fall together, and that
wé onght to exclude the possibility of a
settlement between Venezuela and one
of the two powers, without an equally
satisfactory settlement with the others.”

After settling with Germany the mode
of precedure and instructions to be sent
to the maval commanders, Lord Lans-
downe cn November 27th informed Mr.
Haggard thereof, and gave instructions
as to his course regarding the presenta-
tion of the ultimatum and the minister’s
departure from Caracas, which- have
Lcén®since followed out. The last com-
munication, ,dated December 2nd, is
from Lord Lansdowne to Mr. Haggard.
1+ instructs him regarding the terms of
tMimatum which already are known.

*  The Blockade.

Washington, ~Dec. 15. — Minister
Bowen, in confirming the press reports
to the effect that the guns of the allied
fleet, which bombarded Porto Cabello,
were directed entirely at the fortifica-
ticps and not at the town, shows there
was no violation of international law in
not giving tweaty-four hours notice, The
requirement as to notice applies to un-
fortified or fortified towns where the fire
must be directed upon the inhabitants,
and this was not the case, so that the
officials here, as yet, have no cause to
protest. But it is probable the United
States will break its attitude of inac-
tivity in the event that an attempt is
made to enforce “the peaceful blockade”
toward an Ameriean ship. When the
aliics were considering -the ways and
means of bringing Venezuela to terms
and a blockade of this character had
be¢n decided upon, the German govern-
ment informed the United States that
when the blockade was made to: seize
the ships, the United States gave no re-
sponse to this statement at the time, ot
feeling called upon to do so before the
presentation of an actval case. But
now that the blockade is sought to be
established, Szcretary Hay informed the
German government that :American ships
could not be interfered with in their
trading except the inhibition which ap-
plies to all shipping; and further the
note intimates a disapproval of steppage
at all. d

Itlay’s Attitude.

Rome, Dec. 15.—In the Chamber of
Deputies to-day, Foreign Minister Prin-
ctti, replying to an interpellation, made
a statement on the subject of Italy’s at-
titude towards Venezuela. He reviewed
the causes leading up‘to the Anglo-Ger-
man action, and said:

“Italy, on her side, claims damages for
her eitizens who sustained losses during
the insurrection, which has disturbed the
republic since Apfil. The Italian min-
ister at Caracas, having exhausted all
resorts to bring about a friendly adjust-
ment, presented a list of claims reduced
to minimum of 2,810,256 bolivars.”

Continuing, the foreign minister said
that further considerable damage to
Ita’ians in Venezuela has been caused
during the last revolution, but the
amount of these damages had not yet
been ascertained. As -soon as he was
informed of the Anglo-German action,
he addressed London and 'Berlin, propos-
ing to participate in' the measures these
countries were about to undertake to col-
lect similar claims, and his proposition

was favorably received. In conclusion,
s Signor Prinetti said: “I think this
statement will assure my countrymen
they will have the same protection that
British and German subjects enjoy.”
The prime minister was followed by
Deputy Santano, who also expressed
and urged aceord with Germany and
Great Britain. The deputy warned the
Italian government to watch the United
States, whose imperialism is a political
and commercial menace to Europe and
to Italy. The weakest powers, continu-
ed Depuaty Santano declared - that
the eneggotie attitude of

docrine successfully high, as the United
States understood it was not dealing
with poor Spain” The speaker recom-
mended further ‘reinforcements be sent
to Venezuelan waters.

London, Dec. 16.—At the foreign of-
fice this morning it was said that no de-
cision had yet been arrived at in regard
te Venezuelan arbitration. Many diffi-
culties have arisen in the way of arriving
at a basis of what can be arbitrated
and what can be otherwise settled. The
outlook for a pacific settlement of
dispute is not particularly bright.

The foreign office points out that the |

Venezuela offer to arbitrate is extremely
vague. President Castro, in the com-
uamication, in which he expressed his
willingness to resort to arbitration, pro-
vides no guarantee that the rights of
British subjects in will be
1espected pending the award. The for-
eign office claims that some matters are
impossible to arbitrate, instancing the

Venezuela

disrespectful treatment of Mr. Haggard, |

the British minister to Venezuela,
arbitrate the financial claims, howerver,
will meet with no opposition in official
cireles in London.  Nor is there any de-
sire to stir up the position here by con-
tinuing unnecessarily the present armed
cgmpact with Gern:any, but quoting
from the foreign office: “At the same
time there is not the slightest inclination
to let Venezuela go unpunished for hex
repeated insults and injuries. The offer
to arbitrate comes very late. We are
not secking a quarrel, but we must in-
sure ourselves against a recurrence of
acts which led to the present sittation.”
The foreign office appears to be with-
‘out official cognizance of the attitude of
the, “':Jsk‘hingtx:x‘ government, « although
it is convinced Whofficially that Washing-
ton is anxious that further hostilities
be avoided. It is known that the for-
eign office has made fnquiry as to whe-
ther the United States would be willing
to guarantee the fulfiling of Venezuela's
pledges, either at ‘the immediate cessa-
tion of the present European action or
pending the award of arbitration. This
inquiry resulted in a direct negative
from the United States. With the guar-
antee of the United States the foreign
office says arbitration in the Menezuelan
matters would be an immediate probabil-
ity, but with only :the word of a govern-
ment hitherto unreliable, arbitration is
difficult of accomplishing, even upon the
points wlhere international relations ad-
mit of such a method of settlement.

Coercive Measures,

London, Dec. 16.—Replying to a ques-
tion in the House of Lords to-day, Lord
Lansdowne, the foreign secretary, said
that if the seizure of Venezuelan gun-
beats did not produce the desired effect
further coercive measures would be eb-
ployed. The matter ‘had been considered
in consultationy with Germany, and it
had been decided to resort to a blockade
of the ports. ~:It was not intended to
land a British force, and still less to
occupy Venezuelan territory,

‘Washington, Det. 16.—The Venezue-
lan situation was discusfed at the cabi-
net_meeting to-day in all its phases, but
no recession on the part of this govern-
ment, with respeet to questions involv-
ing Venezuela, or any of the other
governments of South or Central
America, as laid down by the President
in his message to Congress, was sug-
gested. :

So far as Secretary Hay’s propesal to
the powers of arbitration is concerned,
it is learned from amn official source that
in view of the fact that the allied pow-
ers have agreed to assist each other in
the pressing of their claims against
Venezuela, there is a feeling that the
reply of Germany, Great Britain and
Italy should be unanimous,

Estimated at between two and three
million bolivars, Italian claims are con-
siderably in  excess of those of Great
Britain, and the course of the Rome
government in not acting hastily in the
matter has commended itself to the
state department.

Before leaving this morning, the Iial-
jan ambassador gave Secretary Hay
every assurance that his government
wished to act strictly in accordance wivh
President Roosevelt's interpretation of
the Monroe®doctrine. Ome of the com-
forting features of the day’s develop-
ments, to the official mind, was the re-
ception of an intimation that so far as
Great Britain -was conceruned, she was
disposed fo accept the view of the state
department here as to the limitations
of a “peaceful blockade,” that is to say,

the disposition is to avoid interferamce

with neutral shipping which, however,
must not give actual aid to the Venezue-
lan government,

There is more reason to believe that
at present there is a difference of opin-
jon between the allies relative to the
blockade, and that Britain with her
great commercial and shipping interests
is reluctant to consent to the imposition
‘of irritating burdens upon it every time
there iss<a serious friction between two

TR NI s R gl Vs o

Germany
and Great Britain had “sent the Monroe |

the |

To |

! nations, yet, not justifying a declaration
| of war, 5
! German Officér Killed.

Porto Cabello, Dec.  16.—It has o22n
icarned here that during the bombard-
ment of Porto Cabello on December 13th
by the British eruiser Charybdis and
the German cruiser Vineta, that the
. Charybdis was struck in. the béw by a
shot fired' from a canron on the Plaza
Bruzal. The Vineta was struck twice
by the Venezuelan cannon. The report
which has been in circulation here that
an ‘officer of the Vinefa was killed dur-
ing the bombardment by a aifie bullet
fired from the shore appears.mow to be
true. The Vineta left this port sudden-
1y, although it was supposed she would
remain here to protect German interests,
She is at preseat at Willemstad, Cura
cao, ‘where she arrived with her flag
flying half-mast. It ig believed the Ger-
man cruiser went to Willemstad for the
i purpose of burying the'body of the dead
: officer there.

No Reply From Germany.

Berlin, Dec.’ 16.—The German govern-
ment has not replied to President. Cas-
tro’s offer of arbitratioh of the Venezue-
lan dispute, being still in correspondence
with the British government on the sub-
{ Jeet. It is intimated that Germauy’s
reply is not likely to be ready for some
days.

The opinion in the cabinet appears to
| be that President Castre’s proposals are
! merely a move in a game to see what
,Gf.'l'fllzﬂly and ;Great Britain are now
l willing to do, and also as a test of Am-
|
|

erican public feeling.

|  The prevailing idea here at present is
| that it is too late to arbitrate, and that
i the acceptance of the offer to do so
| would place Germany in the position of
{ having put her hand to the ploungh and
The governmeént's
conecern at the present: moment is to
guide the application of force so as to
i avoid what would be taken' internation-
! ally as a declaration of twar, yesnlting in
i the recognition. of Vendzuela as a belli-
| gerent,

The conduct of the T'nited States is
‘ regarded in diplomatic opinion as being
| strong and dignified, and the state de-
partment’s handling of the affair is look-
ed upon as establishing Europe's recog-
nition of the Monroe doctrine, because
every step of Germany and Great Brit-
ain was made after taking into account
what the United States thought of it.

|-as-looking backwards.

Caracas, Dec. 16.-<Phe governor of
i)[nrgnrita Islandeaeports that Britisa
and German warshipg@pe, off thejisland,

fused to have a monster patriotic pacade
rass before the United States legation.

Everyone hopes the arbitration yro-
posal by Venezuela, through Mr. Bowen
and Washington, will be granted,

The Italian minister, Rivas, orly hand-
ed to the Venezuelan government certain
demands whieh were not in the form of
arn ultimatum, and ii which he did not
specify any limit of time for an answer.
His note simply asked for payment of
sums due to Italy, and in case of pay-
ment being made to other countries, it
csked for the same treatmert. The gov-
ernment answered to-day in the negative
to the note of Minister Rivas, saying
that tribunals exist in Venezuela to judge
any claims arising from the revolutions.

The Associated Press correspondent is
informed that the Italian minister has
cabled to Rome for further instruections.

There is no excitement among the peo-
ple here against Italians, because as yet
no Italian naval demonstration has taken
piace,

Cranborne’s Reply.

London, Dee. 16.—Replying to/a ques-
tion in the House of Commons, Under
Secretary Cranborne said no attempt
liad been made by Great Britain to re-
fer the dispute with Venezuela to arbi-
tration.

LOST IN IRISH CHANNEL.

Steamer Believed to Have Foundered
With Sixteen Men.

London, Dec. 16.—A dispateh to the
Central News says that 16 men, officers
and crew, of the British steamer Mar-
ley, are believed to have been drowned
as a result of the foundering of their
vessel. The Marley left Liverpool for
Dublin loaded with coal yesterday even-
ing. She experienced heavy weather in
mid-channel. A lifeboat was lowered,
but it was washed away with one man
in it, This sailor was rescued, He de-
clared that he saw the Marley founder.

The British steamer Marley was built
at Belfast in 1900. She was of 780
gross tons. She was owned by Ledcas-
tle, McCormick & Co:, of Dublin.

ELECTION OF MAYORS.

Winnipeg, ‘Man., \Dec. 16.—Municipal
elections for all points outside of Win-
nipeg wehe held to-day. In many cases
the elections were by acclamation, and
no great interests were attached to the
contest except at Brandon, where J. W.
Fleming jdefeated] F. Nation for mayor.
Other mayors and reeves elect are:
‘Portage ~la Prairie, town, E. Brown;
Portage la Prairie, municipality, C. E.
Grobb; ‘Argyle, Jas, Dale; Carman, T. J.
Noble; Gretna, M. Lonyg: Dauphin muni-
eipality, C. Searle; Morden, J, Schmitz;
Altona, Bergmann; Minnedosa, J. Fair-
bairn; West Selkirk. J. I, MacKenzie,

ASKED TO PAY.
The United States Minister Has Presented
a Bill to Corea,

St. Petersburg, Dec. 17.—If i§ announced
in a special dispatch from Seoul that the
United States minister to Corea has de-
manded the payment of $1,500,000, due to
the builders of the electric rallroad.

“Minister” Boweil~ yesterday politely re-]

THE * JAPANESE

~ CAN

Privy Council Uphold Appeal of Province in

NOT VOIE

Famous Tomey Homma Case---History
of the Now Celebrated Action.

Japanese, whether naturalized or mdi,‘
cannot exercise the franchise . in
province.

Such is the decision of the, highest '
courp in the realm, the Privy. Courcil,
which has handed down a.ruling thntf
the appeal of this province in the famous |
Tomey Homma case, which has been a
cause celebre in the history of -British
Columbia for the last two years, is al-|
lowed.

The announcement, . which
ceived Wednesday by Charles Wilson, of |
Vancouver, who represented the prov-
ir.ce in the argument on, the original ac-
tion, sets at rest oncz and feg all  the:
kuiotty problem of whether or not the !
provinee cdan pass legizlation cpecifically
cxcluding these pecple from the right ¢o |
vote. It settles finally the danger. 1o
which ‘he province would have been ex-
posed had the decision been of a con-
trary character, and relieves it of the
peril which would have been entailed by
the presence on the voters’ iists of a
censtantly increasing rumber of Mon

this

was re-i

golians who, without syn-prithy with the!
genius of British government, * would
constitute a constant source of corrup-
tion in politics, and open fresh avenues
of abuse in the legislation of the coum-
try.

The nppefxﬂ was. argrned. bef we & ‘i:v«}‘ié
¢al comiittee of the Privy éy;xifiéjmte
in June or early in July, the provinee
Leing fortunate in their counsel, Chris-
topher Robinson, K. C., of Toronto, one
of the cleverest jurists of the whole
Domirden,

It wiil be remember that when the
House rose late in June, the attorney-
general posted off hurriedly to Lendon,
on the plea of assisting Mr, Robinson in
the case, but did nos arrive in time to
Le of any assistance, the whole malter
having been argued before his arrival.
Hon, Mr. Eberts found some ¢ompeusa-
tion for the disappointment, this,k occa-
sioned him by remaining for the ceron-
atiom festivities.

_The prineipl: underlying the whole
case was the right of naturalized Jap-
anese to b2 registered as voters,

The sction arose in this way. Tomey
Hcmma, a naturalized Jap, applied to!
ther colleetor of votes for the electoral
district of Vanzouver city to have his
name entered on the register of voters.
TlLe collector refused to make the entry
as Le considarad he was prohibited from
doing so by section 8 of the Provincial
Elcctions Act or Franchise Act, which
is as follows:

“No Cuinaman, Japanese or Indian
shsll have his name placed on the regis-
ter of voters for any electoral district
or be entitled to vote at any election.
Any eollector of votes who shall insert
the nanie of any Chinaman, Japanese or
Indian cn any snch register shall, upon
summary conviction thereof, before any
jestice of the peace, be liable to a pen-
alty not exceeding $50.”

According to vection 3 R. 8, B. C,
1897, <hapter:' 67: “The expression

‘Japanese’' is to mean any native of the
Japansse Empire or its dependencies not

| bpin of British parents and

clude any pesson of the Japanese race,
rsiuralized or not.”

Tomey Homma appealed to the County
court with the result that the late Chief
Justice- MeColl, who heard the appeal,
ordered his name to be placed on the
register on the ground that the above en-
actment in so far as it purported to af-

fect naturalized Japanese was ultra vires |

of the p_rovinci;\l legislature.

This decision raised a storm through-
out the province, and the collector ap-
pealed the case to the Full court of Bri-
tish Cclambia.

The latter court upheld the decision
of the late Chief Justice, and a great
deal of interest was awakened by the
decisions handed down as well as by the
facts brought out in argument. It was
held on the one hand that the provinecial
act was in conflict with the Dominion
Naiuralization Act, which provides:

“An alien to whom a certificate of na-
turalization is granted shall within Can-
ads -} +itled to all political and other
rigi rs -and privileges, and he
sul i1l obligations to which.a na-
tux 1 British subject is entifled or
S0 svithin Canada.”

iy S0 held on the otliepn bapd = he
half of the provinee, thidt the case was
intra vires by virtue of sub-section' 1 of
section 92, which places the amendment
of the constitution, save as to the office
f the Lieut.-Governor, under the ex-
clusive centrol of the local legislature,
and that the matter of naturalization and
aliens was in this case merely ineidental
tc the franchise.

As Judre Walkem pointed out in giv-
ing his ruling on the case, and as was
frequently mentioned in diseussions on
the master in the House, the right to the
franchise i3 not really an inherent right
cven to natural born British subjeats,
or.d thas there was really no conflict
with the Naturalization Act, as quoted.
It was pointed out that he franchise is
withheld from certain people in Canada,
and that there are numerous limitations
in conferring it.

Nevertheless the court held that they
were bound to disallow the appeal as the
judicial committee of the Privy Council
had hell that “the legislature of the
Dcminion is  invested with exclusive
authority in all matters which directly
concern the rights, privileges and dis-
atilities of alien residents of Canada,
whether naturdlized or not.”

The above decision by the Full court
was given at Vancouver on the 9th of
Marech, 1901, and on the 21st of the

same month the Deputy Attorney-Gen-|

eral, H. A. McLean, asked leave to take

i
an app2al to the Privy Council. The ap-

plication was opposed, but allowed by
the court, security being given for five
hundred pounds.

The subsequent history of
appertains to the hearing before
Privy Council as stated above.

the case
the

ATTACKED BY INDIANS,

Two White ;\Iéll Reported Killéed and a
Trader Robbed on the Upper
Valley.

PO
Ottawa, Dec. 17.~It now turns out
that the Mounted Police department re-
ceived a telegram -on December 15th
from Assistant Commissioner Wood
stating that Salmon River Indians at
Tantallon, about two weeks previous, |
stated that 200 Indians on the upper
Pelly robbed a trader and killed two
white men: Selkirk Indians from the
MeMillan district report that they knew

nothing of it.

Mr. McConnell; of e geological sur-
vey, who recently returned from:. Mec-
AMillan river, stated that there was a
trader named Smith who keeps a trad-
ing post near the mouth of the river
where it empties into the Pelly. Smith
did a considerable business with Indians.
It is feared that he may have been the
victim, and the police are enquiring into
the matter, but as it is distant 160
milés from Selkirk. this will take some
time.

PLAGUE AT HONOLULU.

Fcod Shipped From Japan and China
Via San Francisco Responsible
For Several Deaths,

Chicago, Da2c. 17.—Advices just re-
ceived fromm Honolulu show that investi-
gufion proves that food»:tuks shipped to
Fonolulu from Japan aud China, via San
Francisco, ave responsible for the cases
of plague recentiy appearing tlere, says
a special to the Chrovicle from San
Francisco.

A number of Japanese on nearby plan-f

tations were tazen with the plague and
died in a hospital at Honolulu. An ex-

amination of their effects was made, bnt\

no trace of the germ was discovered
until thorough tests were made of the
Japanese food found in the houses. These
foods under the ‘microscope showed' a
trece of the plague germs, and furthev
examinations made 'of Orfental stuffs
shiowed - tnat the diagnosis was correct.
It was learnel also that the foodstuffs
had bean imported at San Francisco anl
reshipp2d to Honolulu,

“AFTER SIX MONTHS.

Strike of Teleplione Operators at Des
Moines Has Been Settled.

Chicago, Dee, 17T.—A  special- to the
Tribune from Des Moines, Towa, says:

“The strike of the telephone operators
at Des Moines, which has been in pro-
gress abeut six months, was settled last
night by representatives of the company
+hd of the Trades and Labor Assembly,
The -tel2phone girls are to be paid 15
per cent. in ‘excess of the scale, and all
of the girls who struck are to be taken
beck to work. The company~ further
agrees not to in any way discriminate
| against the strikers. The injunction suit
to restrain the representatives of union
lator from boycotting the company is to'
be dismissed.”

DESTRQYED BY EARTHQUAKE,

Town Reported to Have Been Wiped
Ouat—Survivors Threatened With
2 Starvation,

Askabad, Russian Turkistan, Dec. 17.

—The town of Andijan, with a popula-
tion of about 30,600, Ferghsna govern-
ment, was totally destroyed by an earth-
quake to-day. The number of fatalitiés
i is not yet ascertained,
I ?I)e population is threatened with star-
| vation. Shocks were felt in new Mazghi-
| lan, and surrounding villages, and a
| railway at Andijan was destroyed for a
considerable distance. Food and cloth-
ing is being sent to Andijan.

WITHOUT TRUAL.

Two Men Executed at Port an Prince—
Sevaoral Pegsons Injured in Riots,

Port au Prinee, Hayrti, Dee. 17—

Orler has been re-established here. Dur-
ing the fighting yesterday a number of
persons were wounded, including  two
Itcliams, who were seriously injured, Two

executad during the day withont tweial.
TrLe United States legation is protected
by troops.

MRS. GRANT DEAD,

Widow of Former United States President
Passes Away.

. Waskingten, “ Dec, 14.—Mvrs. Ulysses S.
Grant died at Her residence in this city
{ at 11.17 o'elok tffnigut. Death was due
"1o heyt disease; Nrs. Grant having sdtfer- -

et o Conol _J'.fgzv Ny Lfisease, of cthey

e, WiICH ‘Wi Egtavatea Ui a’ serere -

q\t’\tn_«-k of bronehitis. " Her age prevented
hler rallying from the attacks. -

Mrs: Grant, Whose maiden name was
Julia Dent, was born in St. Louis in 1826
and was the daughter of Freder and
Ellen Wrenshaw Deut. She was married
to the General, then C(apt. Grant, in 1S848.
During the civil wa® Mrs. Grant was with
the General much of the time and remain-
ed as near as pessible to him when he was
campaigning. She saw her husband twice
inaugurated as President and accompauied
him on his journey around the world. ‘As
mistress of she White House she gave lib-
erally to all the charitable ipstitutions of
thescity. Four children were boim to Gen.
and Mys. Graunt, three sons and one daugh-
ter, all of whom are living.

During recent years, since Gen: Grant's
death, Mrs., Grant has spent most of her
winters in this city, living at 2111 Q street,
while during the summer .she usually lived
at Baratoga, Manchester-by-the-Sea, and
other pepular resorts, until the last two
summers, when she resided with her daugh-
ter, Murs. Sartoris, at Cobourg, Canada.

She was seventy-six years of age at the
time of her death.

SEATTLE STORY
War-

Of Indians in Yukon DBeing on the
path Is Not Credited at Ottawa.

Ottawa, Dee¢. 16.—The Indian or Mount-
ed Police departments have had ns infor-
1 mation about a dispatch from Seattle stat-
ing that the Indigns in the Yukon district
are on the warpath. The officials consider
this is an unlikely time of the year for the
Indians going on the warpath, but in-
quiries are being made by the Mounted
Police department.

The National Rifle Association of Great
dritain writes the militia department that
the National Palma trophy mateh will be
heid on July H1th, at Bisley, the regulations
being the same as in former matches.

The estate of the'late Dr. MeCabe, volned
at $8,100, is ieft to his widow, except $300
| to local Catholie societies.

J. R. Young, grocer, dropped dead to-day
of heart failure,

LILLOOET HATCHERY.
Officials of Fisheries Department Claim
Local Government Ts Exceeding
Its Jurisdiction.

Ottawa, Dee, 17.—There is some likeli-
hood of a eclash between the government
of British Columbia and the Dominion gov-
ernment over the action of the local gov-
ernment in' building a hatchery ¢ Lik
looet, Officials of the fisheries depariment
say that the province is going beyond its
jurisdiction in this matter, and as soon as
Hon. R. Prefontaine returns here, the
matter will be taken up with British Col-
umbia.

B. H.
lector of customs at Cranbrook,
Dermott, resigned. ¥

John H. Ker has been appointed acting
¢hief clerk in the long room of the customs
house at Vancouver. i

Small has been appointed sub-col-
vice Me-

TRIAL ADJGURNED.
Lawyer Raises Objection in Case of Japs
Arrested Near thke Boundary.

Vancouver, Docg 17.—Thirtcen Japs were
arrested yesterday near the bsundary: and
i their trial took place to-day in New West-
minster. They were charged with #liegal
entrance to Canada. Lawyer Reid took
objection to conviction on the ground that
the act covering the matter was recently
i disallowed at Ottawen, and the court was
| accordingly adjourned until instructions
t can be received from the Attorney-General,

Percy Bvansg, of FEvans, Coleman &

Fvans, is in 'Prisco with 8§ M. Robins, of
| the New Vancouver Ccal Co. It is stated
i they are arranging a new coal combination

to take ower the output of the mines.

It ts a foregdne conclusion that R. G.

MacPherson will receive the nominatioun at
1 the Liberal comvention this evening.

Ninety thousand men in the British army
have got gocd conduct badges.

men accused of committing erimes were |




