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sessing meither the timenor the means i

to devote himself to"t!i'éf-“gedm;ghm;"
research necessary to acquire a. know-
ledge of the great matural wealth of
Canada on the Pacific. But promptly
upon becoming a minister of ‘the Crown
My, Tarte came to British Columbia and
“giscovered”’ many things about which
he had no previous knowledge, ,an_d with
a candour and directness of speech that
is one of his many pleasing character-
istics he admitted that his eyes had been
obened, his information about the prov-
ince increased, and his estimafe of its
‘enormous possibilities enlarged many
times over. This is what he meant by
saying that he “had discovered British
Columbia.”

Another discovery was made, how-
ever, and a no less valuable one—Brit-
ish Columbia at the same time ‘“‘discov-
ercd” Mr. Tarte. The people of the
province who came in contact with that
energetic minister ‘have - “discoyered”
that be is an entirely. different person,
indeed, from what'they had been led to
expect Ly the coarse’ savagery of the
Conservative press.: He was found to
be unusually energetic in manner, pro-
gressive in his views, affable and polite
to every person, and imbued with one
great idea—how best to promote the
welfare of our people. That is a ‘‘dis-
covery” only second in importance to the
one made by Mr. Tarte; and now that we
have discovered each other, we shall
understand one another much better in
the future. 'Mr. Tarte has become a
friend of British Columbia and will ad-
vocate in parliament a generous policy
of development, as every 'Canadian
statesman who believes in the. future of
the Dominion must do, and our people
will no longer listen without protest to
the ravings of sorehead Conservative
newspapers whenever the name of the
Hon. J. Israel Tarte appears in their
columns.

Still another discovery has been made.
The Colonist has “discovered” that
British Columbia has a grievance or
two, and is crying out for their removal.
There is an amusing side to the “find"”
of the
Winkle, who has been sleeping his wits
away for eighteen years; but it is, nev-
ertheless, a discovery of third ‘impor-
tance, and we rejoice that it has been
made. It is one of the .beneficial re-
sults, no doubt, of the change of gov-
ernment, just as the discovery by Mr.
arte - and the discovery of Mr.
Tarte are unquestionably due to the
sume happy circumstance. :

Let the good work of “discovery” g0

on.

INSPROTION OF THE BSfDGE.

The mayor invited Hon. Mr. Tarte'm
izspect the temporary bridge at Point
Elice and a visit was made on Thurs-
day afternoon, the party being c?nw'eyed
up the harbor and under the bridge on
the small steamer Sadie. With the may-
or and Mr. Tarte were Chief Engineer
Coste, of the public works department,
and several aldermen: The object of
the inspection was to demonstrate to the
minister that the bridge was unobjec-
tionable, that it was unnecessary that
the permanent structure should be an
open or draw bridge, and that in other
ways the position assumed by the may-
ov and council on the bridge question
was a proper one. Under the circum-
stances it was to be expected that the
minister of public works would be taken
to the' scene on a steamer, at a time
and under conditions most likely to im-
gress. him favorably. But that is pre-
cisely what was not done. When the

Sadie arrived at the temporary bridge !
snd while going dead slow, her smoke |

stack touched the timbérs overhead,
grating heavily, and it was only by
careful steering that' the passage was
made at all. The tide was near its
highest point. The impression madé up-
on the visitors could not be other than
unfavorable.. The contention of the
council has been that the temperary
bridge would not be an obstruction to

navigation, and now, during a trip to |

demonstrate that fact no care was taken
to procure a steamer that could pass
under the span easily and quickly. It
was a’'most unaeccountable piece of stu-
pidity. Neither the ministér nor his en-
gineer had any personal knowledge of
ibe harbor above or below Point Ellice,
and very naturally they would become
prejudiced at once against a bridge that

interfered with the passage of the ves- |

sel’ upon which the civic authorities
were taking them, confidently believing
that all the fears and objections of the
distinguished visitors were about to be
removed. Had the man who decided on
the Sadie secured the Islander instead
he would have shown mere astuteness,
for although he would have been laugh-
ed at, nis reputation of knowing a thing
or two would not have been altogether
lost.

Montreal Herald: 'l"he Gazette an-
nounces that the White Star Line and
the German Line are builling twenty-
three knot steamships. Again it says
that Canada wants the best in the Wa;

~ of steamships, and that she.will be cons

tent with no less. In that case the Qa-
zette will have to revise its judgment
in favor of a twenty-knot service. If
a twenty-knot service is so vastly su-
rerior to. an eighteen-knot service, as
the Gazette professes to believe, then a

Government street Rip Van

argely, increased. - The. longer the ad:
vocates for a serviee for passengers only
‘argue, the clearer it becomes, that. the

are ot suffering through delay in the
settlement of the matter.
 “KINDLY BOUNCE THEM.”

In the Tory papers these days appears
a great deal of hypoeritical wailing over
the dismissal of civil servants who ne-
glected their duties to do election work
“for the Tory party. When any such
case occurs the government is immedi-
ately accused, as vociferously as Tory
lungs will allow, - of “introducing the
spoils system.” These ~exhibitions of
| light of seme reyelations made by thé’{
Lindsay Post concerning that well
known Tory warrior Major Sam Hughes,

house. Shortly after his election in
1292 the Major thought it would be well
to change the postmasters at Minden
and Coboconk, putting good Tories in
the places occupied by Grits. He seems
to have offcred some charges against Dr.
Curry, the Minden official, and P. O. In-
spector Spry was seat to investigate.
Mr. Spry thus reported to the depart-
ment: “Regarding this case, as  the
charges are nearly all of a political na-
ture, or-have a political tendency, I
congider that it would not be proper for
me to express my opinion upon the mer-
its of the case, and beg, therefore, re-
speetfully to submit the evidence for
your qonsideration.” The delay that oc-
curred in'dealing with the matter was
not to the Major's taste, so he wrote
Sir Adolphe, Caron, then :.pdstmaster-
general, complaining that he had ‘mnot
heard a word from your department: yet
anent the Minden and Coboconk - post-
offices.” He also informed Sir Adolphe,
that “the feeling among our fellows here
is very strong,” and that the Grits, Jn
expectation of a vacancy being made at
Minden were ‘“getting up a petition
signed by their own crowd” asking for
the appointment of Dr. Curry’s brother.
This was a horrible piece of cheek on
the part of the drits, and the good
Tory Major pointed out the way -to
squelch them properly.. He said to*Sir
Adolphe Caron: “I wish the office va-
cant as soon as possible, and shall
then name you my man. Meantime,
kindly bounce them.” Whether they
were bounced “kindly” or mot does not
appear, but of courSe a request couched
in such appropriate terms could not
well be ignored, And never.a worg.ap-
| peared in' any Tory paper alleging’ the
introduction of the spoils system.
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MAYOR AS AUTOCRAT.

|

|

I

l The municipal act provides that “the
ipowers of every municipality shall be
iexercised by the mayor. and aldermen,
or reeve and councillors, thereof.”
{Mayor Beaven has improved on the act
by calmly obliterating  the words “and
fald(» rmen,”’ thus‘ effacing the reést of the
;council as regards its executive powers
Tand vesting all of said powers in him-
!self. - There is a rare degree of “nerve”
irequired to, override in this deliberate
{ fashion an act of the legislature, but as
|the mayor has shown many indications
Iof a desire to be a law unto himself the
ipublic wil! perhaps not be much surpris-
{ed at this latest display of autoratic
\tendencies. There can be no doubt in
inny reasonable mind as to what the in-
!tent of the municipal law is  in. this re-
{gard; section 25, which we have quoted,
is as explicit as any section of an act
could be. When the majority of a city
i council resolve on any particular course
{as to the payment of employes, or Kin-
jfdre(;l matters, the law intends that such
' course shall be followed without ques-
! tion by any part of the executive. A
?pretty state of chaos would municipal
| affairs get into if the mayor were at lib-
‘erty to ignore contemptuously a resolu-
'tion passed by even a majority of the
‘aldermen dealing with any matter that
|comes under their jurisdiction. The
éheight of absurdity is reached if the
Emayor can set aside such a resolution
swwhen it is passed unanimously by the
i:aldermen‘. Neither i law nor in com-
| men sense can there be found the slight-
| est justification for the course taken by
Fthe mayor in the case which came
| under review last night, and
Ethough some people may feel inclined to
{dismiss the matter as a small one, the
| principle skould rot be lost sight of.
{The citizens may desire the establish-
!ment of a “one-man power,” to be plac-
‘ed in the hands of Mayor Beaven. If
{they do they should see that it is reg-
{ularly established by law_ and not in
violation of existing legislation. e

AT TR

It is hard to see where there can be
any hope of gain to the Conservatives
in ‘misrepresenting public opinion as
regards the Manitoba school settlement,
yet this task is being undertake'n: in
some quarters. This will be plainly seen
;¢ some of the stuff published be com-
pared with the following dispatch to the
Nquz)s«Advertiser, a paper which:certzin-
ly_has no wish to make the situation ap-
i pear better for the Liberals than it real-
rlyiss ;i

Ottawa, Nov. 21.—The settlement of
the Manitoba school question, eutside
of the province of Quebee, has YHecu

[ interests of the people of the Dominion |

hypocrisy show rather strangely in the |

' who represents: North: Vietoria- in- the | the

rublic ﬁéw. &

Along comment. about .the climatic
changes is indicative of the feelings of
the Conservative press. The Oolonist
thinks the seasons are getting ‘“‘colder.””
This is quite trup, we believe, but our,

excellent friend’s historical dates are

“all off.” The thermometer began fall:
ing on. the 23rd of June last and will
céuﬁt‘tﬂhﬂa“very low for at least twenty
years. It is absurd for it to suppose
that its winter will not become summo>r
for several thousand years.

L) _T_HE MALCONTENTS.

Some Manitoba Tory pclitieians and
the Archbishop ?f St. Boniface have
announced their’ earnest  condemnation
of the Manitoba school settlement.  No
other action was to/ be expected of
thein, and it is not likely that their op-
position will succeed in overthrowing
the arrangement. As Mr. Laurier and
Mr. Tarte have said, the approval of
the extremists on ecither side was’ not
to be looked for; the settlement must ge:
its support from the great body of rea-
sonable and moderate people. This ele-
ment comprises the great majority of
tke population, whose opinion will pre-
vail, and that in a very short time. Tt
would be absurd to suppose that the
few malcontents cdn hold out for long
against the many who' are wel satis-
ficG to see the troublesome question dis-
posed of in a way that does justice to
all parties. It is quite probable that the
few extremists will give up their oppo-
sition when they fully realize its in
utility,"Let us hope they will show
themselves so far possessed of common
sense, for the sake of Manitoba and of
the country at large. 3 ,

THE D—(—)EVIINION MINISTERS.

Hon. Mr. Tarte. has been unable te
complete his tour of -the province by
visiting the Kootenay district, as he in-
tended, owing chiefly to the affairs of
his department at Ottawa needing. his
personal attention after a someyhat
prolonged absence. The unusual seyrity |
of the season was also a deterrent, as it
appeared that travel might be inter'rupt-
ed at any time among the mouptains.
Nobody will regret more than the"‘xginis-
ter himself his inability to visit Koot-
enay, but the faet must be borne in
nind that the season would havblg'ez;i
de¢red an inspection of the districﬁt‘(i‘;gthpr
umpleasant, to him.and. upsapisfa §§ry, 1o
all concerned. He has announced; that
he intends to repeat his trip nexfsum-
nier, when the facilities for making &
tour of Kootenay will be much gréater.
It is
Tarte’s visit to the province will .be of
advantage to him and to-the people of
British Columbia. He has frankly®stat-
ed that his ideas of the province, its
capabilities :and its needs, have been
much widened, while on the other, hand
his visit has' given—great-cause for en-
couragement to British Columbians.
There is every prospect now that the
neglect tvith which this part of the Do-
minion has been treated by the federal
power will soon be remedied. The two
ministers who are yet to visit us may
be counted on to taKe quite as earnest
an interest in the province and its in-
terests ‘as the minister of public works
has exhibited. The Liberal government
‘cannot at omce do everytbing that the
provipce wants, but it may confidently
be expected to make a vigorous effort.

e
" SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT.

Given by the Cedar Hill Lodge of Good
Templars.

Cedar Hill Lodge No. 3, I. 0. G. T,
gave another one of those social enter:
tainments for ‘which it is becoming
somewhat ‘famous, on the evening of
Novembex, 20th, and current gossip
says that “the usual standard of excel-
lence in no degree. depreciated when
Mercurius, the god of eloguence .and
song, again on this occasion made his
appearance on the stage in -our midst.
Despite the threatening atmosphere a
goodly number found themselves in at-
tendance, while the = following ' pro-
gramme was rendered: -A .duet, ‘enti-
tled the “Medley,” in which attention
of the audience was held for about a
quarter of am hour, while Mr. C. E.
King attempted to smoke ‘the Ipeace
pipe, actions Bet ‘to musiec, _accompan'ied
by his sister, Miss Alice King, in her
usual acceptable manner. A song by Mr.
Watkins, of the marines, Teceived a
well-merited encore, and a song by Mrs.
Sabin was well recelved. Mr. 8. Pol-
lock gave an, cxceéllent recitation. ,. But
thé comic. seng of Mr. Douglas ‘and Mr.-
Sanimy Johnson must of necessity ‘take
the cake in bringing down the house. A
recitation by Mr. Trowsdale received an
encore and Mr. Gardner’s song has been
well spoken of. Miss Alice Miller did
her part nobly as piano accompanist for
the evening. The part of the programme
that seemed to agract most attention
was the play, a farece, entitled “A Regu-
lar Fix,” by Cedar Hill amateurs. This
play was well received and ‘whether
there was more mirth in the audience
or on the platform is difficult to déter-
mine.

After the usual bill of fare had . been
carefully scanned and the appetite re-
galed to the satisfaction of the inner
man, a large number retorned teo their
liomes, feeling that they had spent a

generally ..well received., = The cle'rgy'

very enjoyable evening. —Com. - =~
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day and before the flames w
$10,000 damgage was done. It was ¢
work of an incendiary. , +

chase after Louis Levy, who disappear:
ed from a Pittshurg court room while
sentence for pérjury ‘was being passedion’
| him. Levy ‘huag  been  a - second-hand
clothes dealer aml after Goldfone had
acaxched Toronto and Hamilton with &
push.cart, dressed"as an old clothes man

vigiting the Jewish quarter, dressed as
an old clothes dealer, he saw Levy's
wife in the door of a secofid-hand store.

whom looked like Levy. He: got a man.

tention, and was rewarded by reco; W
ing his quarry. He promptly went and
collared Levy, but the latter refused to
recognize . Goldfone’s - authority, -and”
Leyy's wife gave battle, so he bhd «
hard time ‘of it until the Canadian ofi-
cers arrived. Among the things. taken
from kevy were several‘lottery tickets
and a telegram from Pittsburg which
read, “Look out for Detective Morris
(Goldfone’s first rame). He is after
you. Dave Brown.”

Collingwood, Nov. 24.—William Thom-
as, aged 18, tvas drowned-in the bay by’
upsetting the cance in which he was out
duck shooting.

Wirnipeg, Nov. 24.—With :the advent
of Minister Sifton as miaster of the in-
terior, a new immigration policy ‘wiil be
adopted, which will; rapidly fill.'up the
vacant land of the prairie pnovinees. It
is estimated ihat about -H,000: ;. people
have emigrated ~from Eastern :Canada,
during the summer; and 100 . from Mis
ch’'gan. ! Sy W

Toronto, Ont., Nov. 24.—~President-
eleet McKinley will be invited to attend
the eonvention of the International Ep-
worth League in Toronto in July, and
reply to the address of welcome :to:.be
delivered by I.ord Aberdeen.

Winnipeg, Nov. 24.—Wheat is- rapidly
being sent; down to the seaboard, but
about 40 per- cent of the crop is: being
retained by the farmers in expectation
of higher prices. ¢

Ottawa, Nov.: 23.—The annual report
of - the Inland Revenue Department,
which ~was issued- to-day, shows . that
Canadians consumed ' .623 gallons per
héad-of spirits;” as against .666. during
the year previous. They are - getting
héavier on beer having drunk 3.528 gals.
1e¢r head, as against 3.471 in - 1895,
There was less wine and less tobacco
used during the last fiscal year.
Montreal, Nov. 28.—Archbishop Fabre
arrived  this® morning from 'Paris: via

His “/Grace dw
i from JEundicd; dut it i§ mmum
h_is illness is serious. i iy

Toronto, Nov. 23.—James = Pettit,
i cheesemaker, aad Collector . of Nixon
i Tewnship, ohas ‘disappeared. As his ac-
counts were short it was supposed that
! he had fled, but blood on the floor of his
‘cheese factory :and adjacent - ground
jleads to the belief that he hag been
‘foully dealt with.

A young man named Chas. S; Braten,
of Kingston, has been  arrested charg-
ed with presenting a cheque on a bank
for $2,200, purporting to be signed by
| George Gooderham, the well known mil-
‘lionaire.
| Winnipeg, Nov. 23.—The trial of the
'petition to unseat Mr. H. J. Macdonald
as member for Winnipeg, which was
fixed for to-day, has been postponed un-
til January 15th next. Chief Justice
Toylor and Mr. Justice Bain will be'the
presiding  judges. A
| The last steamer, laden with wheat,
before the close of navigation on 'the
lakes, will leave Fort' William on Nowv.
!26th. There "gre at présent 2,928,243
| bushels. of wheat in Port 'Avthur ‘ahd
1wFort William elevators, and™it is exs
. pected that 1,500,000 bushels of this will
{be shipped out by ‘that time. “Shipments
|to'Fort William from thé 'West are very
| ight jus* now, and will'‘'Wot average
more than 25,000 bushels:pér’ day. Rde
| ceipts. last sveek were 498,551 bushels,
tthé shipments being 466,102.
| Windsor, Ont., Nov. 23.—A party of
14 Poles and one Agmerican crossed the
river this morning, bringing with them
a4 full kit of lumbermen’s tools. They
| stated that they were going to Ruscomb,
. a small station on the Michigan Central

tailway near Tilbury to work in a lum-
ber camp for the winter. The customs
officers levied 35 per cent. on the tools.
This is the first tinmie that duty has been
charged on seccnd-hand tools coming in-
+a Canada temporarily and it is believ-
ed to have been done on the strength
of advices from -Ottawa in retaliation
for the Corliss and othér alien” Tabor
bills.
| “London, Ont., Nov. 23.—At midnight
on the 17th inst., Samuel Parkinson, of
Ostrom, arose from his bed, left his
‘ house, crossed the fields ‘to' the high-
way and has not been seen or heard of.
He 'was 54 years old and a brother of
Principal Parkinson, of Toronto.
Searching parties have failed to find any
trace of him. :

‘Windsor, Nov. 24.—A report is current
| that William McGregor; M.P. for North'
Essex will resign his seat and take the
! “position of collector of customs here, Mr.
{"Martin, . the wresent K incumbent, being
‘superannuated.

Toronto, Nov. 24.—At a meeting of the
“Young Conservative Club a  resolution
was passed that the time had arrived
when Canada should have representation
‘in ‘the Imperial house of commons. °

George Punder. and F. A. Brown, of
‘Rossland, have arrived here from Mont-
‘redl, where the former  completed ar-
‘rangements for the sale of the®Colonna
“mine: for $80,000. The purchasers were
I' a- syndicate of Montrealers organized by
! Joseph F. Wardner. Mr. Punder is at
: present organizing compaties to_control
i‘the Erie and Morning Star mines. ., .

“Wimnipeg, Nov. 24.—Hon. J. B. Pen-

Montreal, Nov. 24—Detective Gold#:|

curred early this morning.

citizeas of Winnipeg, Mr.
he came to Montreal. Last night while |

There were some men inside, ome ¢ of |
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daughter Marguerite, whose death oc-
Twa prominent and respected pioneer
: and .. ‘Mrs.
Thomas Nixon, celebrated their golden
wedding in Grace chureh this evening
in the presence of a large number of re-
latives: and invited guests.
J.. Baritzan, on trial at Prince Albert
for | dé#;n#udinz “the ”
' it, of

ary ‘who were out all night.

o The Liberal convention for Saskatche-

wan takes place at Prince Albert to-mor-

TOW. »
A Calgary dispatch says Hon. Mr.

Tarte and party reached- there to-day

for Edmonton, where the minister of
-public works will” be banquetted.

The city puthorities have a suspected
cage of smallpox under surveillance, The
patient is a little Australian girl,” who
reached the city with a party of im-
migrents on Saturday last. She has
been isolatéd, the immigrant shed has
been guarantined and all  precautions
taken against the spread of contagious
disease, if such it proves to be.

Mont¥eal, Nov. 24.—A. W. Ross, of
A. W. Ross & Co,, returned from Bos-
ton yesterday, where he had been.on &
business mission. Mr. Ross says great
interest is being taken in the United
States in Canadi:vx mines.

STIRRING UP DISCORD.

Conservatives Endeavoring to Start a
Racial War.

Winnipeg, Nov. 24.—A public meeting
to. discuss the .school settlement was
held in St. Boniface to-night,,at which
the. following resolution, moved by Sen-
ator Bernier (Conservative), and sec-
onded By.A: A. C. Lariviere, M. P.
(Censeryative), was passed unanimously:
“We, the Catholics of St. Boniface now
asgembled,. having taken cognizance of
the  so-called: settlement of the scheol
question as published in.the newspapers,
desire to put on record our strong pro-
test against such a seftlement, which is
quite unaecceptable to the Catholic popu-
lation of . Manitoba, and nothing but a
wholesale and disgraceful surrender' 'of
our schools and of the langtage of the
French speaking population. "We pro-
test also against the idea. put. fy:tl(;
fhe ‘government both at Ottawd ¢

nnipeg, that the settleme
a momentous question ean. be effectbd
without ‘consulting the minority, which
is "the  gggrieyed, and conSeguently the
mégt ;p;erested_ party in the controversy.
It is an outrage to undertake tHe final
settlement of the same without their !
knowledge and consent. Moreover, we
de ‘vdeclare that ' weé will accept
no. other  settlement ' than a set-
tiement which shall ‘Have previously
rgcelved the approbation of our arch-
pxshop, ,who has the authority to judge !
in this ‘matter, and with whom we are |
in complete accord as to the coursg to
be followed in the battle we are now en-
gaged in for the triumph of Christian
edu@tion in this land, under the pro-
:gctbon and guarantee of the constitu-
ion.’’

b The Free Press (Conservative) sdys:
On Sunday' Archbishop' Langevin an-
nounced that now the terms of settle- |
ment shut out all hope of the restora-
tion of the mrimority’s separate schools,
the educational werk would be taken
up directly under his -own supervision.
His. announcement  has been promptly
followed by action. This morning, un-
der the personal instruction of the Arch-
bishop, *en s¢hools were cpened, four in
St. Norbert, two in St. Jean, one in
Letellier, one at St. Adolph, one at St.
Joseph, and one at Labroquerie. These
schiols -are opened at the voluntary ex-

pense of the minority.”

/

REFORM IN ILLINOIS.

Christian League to Ask Legislature to
- Pass Reform Laws.

Chicago; Nov. 25.—~The coming Illinois
legislati re will be asked by the national

Northwest govern- ,!‘known to students of Easter; |

00, was acquitted to-day by |

nt ofsuch |

S |

FAMINE IN INDIA.

Fast Panics, and the Efforts t, ...
the Impending One.
India, after twenty years of fo,,.
extmption from her ancient scg.,
once more thredtened, says the [, .
Telegraph, with a widesprea i,
These dreadful visitations, as

arei wont to occur in the Py
¢ Hindestan /at intervals which «

h

ula of
tem to

establish a relatively regular ¢yl T
these recurring calamities was due iy 0'1\)1
. times the fact that the vast population
of India did not proportionately inc

| Famine after famin suing afte
from the coast and left by special train | ; RS altu

failure: of the latter rains, swept u
w.uaker and poorer folk by millions, and
disease, following upon the track of
death, completed the periodical  holo-
caust of victims. The miserable people
grew into the habit of reckoning fl'nlﬁ
one dread season of death and desola-
tw.n to the other. 'Their rulers—whether
Hindu, Mogul, Mahratta or feudatory—
never dreamed of taking up official urlmb
against the direful foe. Famine s
rather looked upon as the natural Illt‘:\‘.‘;_\'
for keeping down the birthrate; a decree
ofAllal, or of Siva, issued from date
to date, for divine, or at least irresista-
ble, purposes, not to be opposed by anv
feeble mortal means. One of the most
striking differences between the native
and the British Raja in India had beep
the bold and generous adoption by the
latter: of official responsibility for the
lives of those swarming millions of the
land. It is, of all our innovations thmw:~
that one which would most make Aso
ka and Vikramaditya wonder and Ak-
bar the Great stroke his beard in amaze-
ment, if those vanished potentates could
return to regal existence. Yet it has
been deliberately accepted as a duty by
the, Supreme government in Calcutty
that not.a single life of man, woman or
9hild must be lost by hunger in India,
if the efforts, the résources, and the au-
thority.. of “the - Sircar can prevent it:
and the affirmation of this unexampled
peneﬁcence has just been solemnly made
in the legislative council at Simla.

In that august' dssembly Mr. VWood-
burn; as minister of the viceroy, formals
‘],v anhounced the all but certain ap-
A.proach of a widespread and terrible fam-
ine."<'The usuil rains have failed over
Ogedh, dwi‘part of the Allehabad, Agra

vBanmresi disteiots, - and Gorakpur,
{ ghilkund, ‘the Cis-Sulej tracts of the
Punjab—northward to Lahore, and
snu.thward to Jubbulpur, Nursingpur,
Raipur—and even as far away as Upper
Buimah. This implies 50,000,000 or 60,-
000,000 of people menaced with scarcity
—nay;, not only menaced, but already
having te pay for 16 pounds of grain
the same price which two years they
paid for 30 pounds. Of course, it is
ouly the poorer section of the popuiation
.w.hlch will suffer, but even then the in-
itial expectation of the Queen’s govern-
ment is that 3,000,000 of adults must
semehow or other bo kept alive for a
w!)ole year, and that this will want a
million pounds of grain, earned or he-
stowed, in exeess of such local stores
as may be in band. Happily, during the
years of comparative plenty, Her M-
"jesty’s government, with ‘a beneficence

! utterly unparalleled in- Eastern history,

has never for a moment forgotten that
sueh a conflict must, and would some
day descend upon them. The last great
battle for the lives of the Indian jou-
sants was waged,with a splendid though
imperfect success in ‘1877-78, and it wus
demonstrated that canals and wolls to
water the earth, and railroads, curt
rcads and tramways . to convey surplus
or foreign foodstuffs, were the best rem-
edies against the deadly drouth. These
preventives or palliatives have been cu-
crgetically pushed from the famine fund
aud. other official resources. The i

gating capacity of canals has risen froi
1,500,000 to 3,500,000 of acres, and will
reach 4,000,000 within the next ix
months. . In the northwest province
the irrigating capaecity of canals has ris-
en from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 of :acres.
There are now over 10,000,000 of acres
irrigated from warious sources in th

Christian - Oitizenship ILeague to pass
laws prohibiting the sale of cigarettes: |

the regulating of saloons, counties, towns ;| &
| F@00;000 millions of -acres.

and wards, under local option, and com-
pelling the strict obscrvance of the sab- |
bath.

LABOR TROUBLES.

’e

Strikers Attack Workmen, and a Gener-
al Fight Follows.

Hamburg, Nov. 25.—A dispatch from
Luebreke announces that scrious labor !
disturbances broke ouat yesterday. While
the empioyees of Theil’s enamel factory
were going to work: a body of -strikers,
belonging to the same 'concern, attacked |
the workmen. A free fizht followed. A
number of shots were fired and several
persons were seriously wounded.

MINERS AND OPMRATORS.

Trouble Between Them has Assumed
Serious Aspect.

Teire Haute, Ind., Nov. 25.—The fight |

'between the bituminous coal miners and {
operators has assamed a serious aspect.
The operators have ordered all houses
now owned by the company vacated by
December 1st. This apparently means
that nonynior men are to be broaght in
to fill the places. It is feared that trou-:

l" degast, MP.P., mourns the loss of his

ble will follow such a move.

ot

northwestern provineces and Oudh, whil
in. the Punjab the total irrigated ar

Las risen since 1877 from 5,000,000 to
During the
! samié interval the open ‘miles"0F rail huve
iperdgdéd "in the dentral provinces. the
Punjab, the Northwestern provinces
Oudh from 2,460 to 6,234, while the cost
of carriage by rail has been greatly It
duced. -

COMPRESSED AIR EXPERIMENTS
The Manhattan elevated railway i
New York City is to experiment wit!
the use of compressed air for tractin!
purposes, the American Air-Power Con-
pany being engaged, says the Enginecr
ing Record, in installing an air-compres-
sing plant, consisting of a Carliss com-
pound engine driving a four-stage aIF
compressor at 100 Greenwich streef.
New York city. The company will also
supply cre motor car for drawing a train
over the elevated tracks, and upon it the
experiments will be made. The motor
car is ready, and only awaits the com-
_pletion of the power-house. As has been
npted before the Metropolitan Street
l{.ﬂ_ﬂWﬁy Company is said to be very
fdvorably impressed with the working 0
the conppross:d-air car operat2d for 4
ime upon ounc of its lines. It is now
given out that the possibility Of‘th(‘ zul:
option of this system of propelling cars
rests svith Chief Engineer Pearson, who
gailed for Europe a few days ago with

the intention of looking into the oM.

spressed-air_plants in Paris and Berlin.
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