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REY. J. R. STEPHENS.
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(F'rom the dianchester Courier.)
The trial of the Rev. J. R.
Stephens has been postponed.
The ;mwm‘ and dignity of govern-
imeut has been <r‘.‘:a =g6 d mf tremb-
ling cowardice a
- DI€ES.

To ;n'e-'“ ve an inszzs@(‘reet
min;ster t-le wdministration of the
law has been delaved and fashion-
el to suit the \..;,,c-m:ic:s‘ of his
stiuation
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mumeipai functionaries,  Adfter
d nuer, the said minister’s health
was proposed and duly honoured ;
whereupon he rose and delivered
a Speyq'gg‘ in the course of which he
fet s'in c=rtain il defined opinions
as to the lihertv of the 3‘.!3)“!9(7{, and
Qs 1o tne ’. i f Hoer A\Ei{ji‘Sly’b
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the safcty of ':-:= commaonvealtn

10 the breasts of the miunister snd |
his colieagues, and a warvaut was |

issued for

principal ringleade Foe said |

riegieader

her Majesty’s Juaf:a es of the peace ;

and witnesses to his gwit were!!
and gave evideuce |

duly: sworn,

agdms* him, which evidence was

‘mase the frasne-work of an indict- |

ment. fie wasto take his trial at
the next court of assize ; but im-
mediately before the circuit of the
Judges, the said minister’s fears
step n, an ! the administration of
the law is suspended.

Stephens. [f the government felt
assured that the ¢ ivr“es preferred
against him are just, and strictly
withia the spirit of the law, how
happeus it that tiey w'Hl not aliow
the law to. take its course? |
has been stated to us that
Stephens supeenaed {.ord
Husselil and several awu Severa
hxq cotleagnes on
il

common  witn eve.'ry subject
the reaimv. s it the dread
betng dragzed into the light
fare thr ‘cr,.uz= hat has promntprﬁ
m'mste s to postpone the trial ;

i5 it their intention to almm-on the
prosecution altogether, and so
depend apon their cowardi e for a
protection that their firmoness
waould seem to deny them? We
give them the benefit of the alter-
"dtl\'(".s.

There is no doubt in our minds
that Mr. Stephens is szuilty of the
:f-har;f unputed to him ; and we
shail ot so far forget our respect,
as well for the laws as for the
maintenance of peace and cood |
order, 23 to undertake his deteuce.
Baot it condemnation s to take
place, let it be equally shared he-
tween the guiity parties.  Pethaps
we eannot directly ‘charze 1,ord
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the commission of excesses, whe-
ther wilfully or not, it is n '
us to say, which, in his
capacity, he has since bren mi:w;‘a
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EXECUTIONS IN CANADA.
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whether her
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We have smted the case of Mry, | i e

the lives and properties of he
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Majesty’s subjects. (Hear, hear.) |
He left bound to state, in justice |
to the gallant offi‘ers, the gover. |

nors of Upper and Lower Canads
who, under eircumstauces oi
ordinary description had
charged with the conduct
affairs of these pmvim-f»v ta state,
that they themsel ves felt precisely

{
11 the same manner as the queen’s

governm#nt upon the subject.
(Hem.) He was satisfied that,
from the high moral and profes

sional eharacter of John Col-
borne and Sir George Arthur, that
they would carry
painful duty imposed upon them

with a due regard to wercy, and |

from a conscientious conviction of
what was due to the safety and
protection of these provinces -—
(Loud cries of ¢ Hear, hear.”)

Very great activity prevails in
the ordnance departinent at the
present time. The gun business
has not been so brisk since the
battle of Waterloo, and good
workmen are with dificulty ob-
Very extensive contracts
(indeed the iarucst ever known)
have been hte-v entered into, for
the supply of mnlitary and naval
stores of all descriptions. Large
Qeaitities.of stores have been lately
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AFreRr a aebate of five nights, th e House of

Commons on Monday came to a division on the | -
: i o lvisiof (80 the | Lol el o the 6th of this month ; and a-

corn question, when Mr. Villiers’s 'L)"iun Was
rejected by 342 {0 195, being a majority of 147.

On all hands the course tJI\rn Lx Ministers is |
regaided as most shuffling and cont emptible : the |

popular party perceive that the fawmprv preten-
sions of sympathy bestowed upon them are hut a
tub to the whale ; and the landed interest is more
fm.r ever couﬁrmcd in distrust and detestation of
Liberalism.
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z.uri Ebrington will hold his first laves as Lord
Lieutenant of Iieland, at the Castle, during the Eas
ter hol _\’iajw u;]ﬂ“" ip is now in Devonshire,
on a visit 10 his venerable father, whence he wil}
returi Iu a few days

Ircreasz oF THE NatioNarn Desr.— At
the revolution in 1689 it was £664, 263 ;
at the acnes.mr\ of Queen Anue, in 1102
£16,394,7 at the accession of Ge eorge
the Iu' t 1: 14 £54,145,363 ; at the ac-
cession  of Gel)rfe the Qe(*ond 1727(
£52,092,238 ; at the commencement of
the Amerxcan war, 1775, £128,583,635 ;
at the commencement of the French way,
1792, £239,350, 148; on the 5th of
January. 1787, when tne English and
Irish Exc-hequers were co'nohoatml
£848, 282,477 ; in the first of \nctor'a,
1838, £764,704,057.

#Brive 18 PorTueAL.—The following
15 #b extract from a staustical table,
v.mmna the crimes perpetrated in Por-

tugal apa its insnlar possessions during
the ‘past vear, 1838, which has been
published in Lisbon. It zontains cases
of rebellions, 627 ; destruction weapons,

106 renmng legal suthority, 281 ;

f the liberty of the press, 19;

reries, 48; infanticide, 20; suicides,

poisoning 1‘3, larceny, 8, pilf zﬂrl.xg,

rels, 3,218 ; incendiaries,

ces, 32; indecent eXpo-

perjuries, 47 ; sucrilege, 73;

5JV; rcbleries, 3,067 ; mur-
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MMERCE WITH PORTUGAL.
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following corr .»’1"‘“!' 12 will show the

| manner in which the com merce with f'\;r!uga] is
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by our Liberal allies, and how the inte«
f our merchants are sustained by ul.e British

R. WILL(AM SMITH, EER MAJESTY'S
LISBON.

CONSUL,

“Sir~=We beg leave to bring under notice and
call your attention to a recent decree of the
u'm'wnf. ordering a contiruation of the addi.
12l duty on cod fish, though legally that duty

gainst the enforcement of such an illegal act of
Government we would appeal to Her Majesty’s
Minister at this Court through your medium.

* It will; no donbt, be in recollection that the
Government in 1837 applied to the Cortes for
means of mcrrasing the revenue, leaving special

appl licatian to the Junta ot Board of Public Cre-
dit, and the Cortes in complyiog with the call of
Gn\emmnt enacted the imposition of additional
duties cn several articies, amongst them on cod
sh, for the precise period of only twelve months,

i that period to commence two months subsequent
i to the publication of the aect,

“The act therefore ceased to have legal force
from the 6th of this month, as already stated,
when the twelve months expired; but the Govern-
ment issued a decree under date of the 29th ult.,
ordenn;:, the continuation of the tax, and thdt
waiting the determination of the Curtn, it should
be received into deposit.

“It is uonecessary to dwell on the illegality of
such a proceeding, nor it may (we should hope)
be famy presumed will the Cortes sanction the act
of the Government, because such a sanction would
recognise a retrospective principle.

“ The Cortes, mindful of the necessity of not
surprismg mercantile transactions in the wmidst of
their operations, allowed, as you will observe, &
perind of two months from publication before the
additional duties were to take effect, dnd in the
present instance not one moment has been allowed
by Government, of which we might juistly com=
piain, if their act had even been legal. )

*“ Our Newfoundland correspondents were Yed to
believe, from advices sent from this, the great part
of December, that either the additiona) tax would
really cease, or at al: events, if renewed, that a
sufficient time would, as heretofore, benllowed,
and no doubt they will act on those advices.

““ One vessel has already arrived here from New-
foundland, fish-laden, after the period of the legal
cessation of the tax, and, meeting the decree of
gavernment, was obhged to proceed in search of
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