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which must prevail in every pious and" well ordered 'ming
of the great importance of the benevolent work to whiel
according to our ability, we are lending our humble efforli
If we are Christians more thian in name, we must think @
feel as Christitns, and if we have brought ourselves &
think and feel as Christians, we shall never be backward i
acting as Christians. " 1
«[ takeit for granted that our assgmbling here is a prp@
of the sincerity of our Christian profession, and 1 congrat
late the Society that in tl*nt Colony, so lately redeem
ed from the wilderness, uate evidence is afforded @
the same holy zeal which is at.this moment engaging
the Christian world in one common cause.
« Indeed it is mékter of surprize by what arguments those
can satisfy their consciences who abstain from uniting in th
pious work of distriuting the Holy Scriptures. Tom
certainly to many other charitable :and benevolent institu
tions, objections may be raiged plausible enough§ and to"¢
certain extent, just in some instances. It may be said, ang
is often urged, that by too readily relieving want, we arg
encouraging idleness; and ofien no doubt the exertions o
the humane have only the effect of tending to prolong af
exigtence, which crime or disease has rendered miserable'
irksome ; but surely it is not'questionable whether good @
evil results from disseminating the treasures of - diving
knowledge. The Scriptures are given to man as his guids
to eternal happiness; if therefore our exertions to plaet
that instruction within every person’s reach are at all sui
cessful, that succesgis infinite in its. value. If one soul b
saved by it, it is saviéd from the endurance of eternal mises
ry. If one soul be made‘blest by it, it is made blest in-the
enjoyment of never ending happiness. 1
«The object is beyond all price.” 1t may be said  all thi
we know; we feel the necessity of religious instruction, w
know the good that may be done by extending it. The
let us remember it is said in the Holy Writings, « If ye kno¥
these things happy are ye if ye do them,” and let us take
ourselves the inevitable consequence if we ‘know the
things, gty are we if we do them not. |
«But among the most important temporal benefits thal
may be expected from the zealous union of different Chii§
tian nations in spreading the ' Gospel through all land:
is the community of Christian feeling which such‘exertiofi
must:proguce.: The Gospel they are- thus extending
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