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I was alarmed at this warning, because I I "Ol, heavens! I am stalled ! I am killed!

tier route had been selected—he does not say 
that he would have refused it to the central. 
The Central is therefore still open to the choice 
of our Government. But as a matter of money 

|it would have been better for Canada not to 
have bad (lie guarantee coupled with the Rob

go to town and see the annual examinasion of- 
the scholars. One fellow brought his girl 
in a wagon ; but when the time for dinner 
came, instead of going with her to the hotel, 
as the others did, he went to the shed where

Tortry. had never received a warning of the kind in I am kill'll!'*
vain. I looked up at the frowning rocks above: "Gracious lieaven !” cried another, "what 
me, and down in the awful gulf below, and have we done ?—that is Ricardo’s voice ! A 
then at the zig-zag path I was pursuing, but light here, quick !
saw no living thing, except a large, black vul- ! The next moment a light flashed Upon the
ture winding its way from one mountain peak figure of a human being stretched upon the inson route. A company would have taken 
to another. 1 knew the voice was not human, ground; in the list struggle of death. right millions of six per cent, debentures at
and I felt that there was some impending A scene of consternation and confusion fol- par, and built the frontier line, which would 
danger, but what it was, or where or when to lowed when the robbers found they had slain have been a much better operation than bor 
look for it. I could not tell. It was not pos- th ir own lookout, or sentinel, in mistake for rowing fifteen millions at four and a half per 
sible for me to remain where I was, and to go the: Some blamed the man who struck the cent., or a little less, and five millions at five 
back might be as dangerous as to go forward, fatal blow, arid the ill fated man himself, for.per cent., to say nothing of the fayt that the 
and so I continued to advance, looking care- approaching in the way lie did without proper company would have been able to make money 
fully at every step, and glancing nervously at warning. It was finally decided that he had by the frontier road, while the Dominion will 
the surroundings, been killed by mistake, and that no one should be burdened to keep the North Shore line command. After the examination was over

At length 1 reached a gloomier place, where he blamed for a foreordained fatality. So they open if the Duke of Buckingham had re- 
it was usual for me, when on this route, to turn took up the body from which the last spark , fused to give the guarantee, which we do not 
down into the dark valley, to pass the night in of life had now departed, and carried it away, 
a little cave, which I had discovered about a | I thanked licaven for my own wonderful 

preservation, and could not bilt feel that the 
awful retribution was just.

THE FOOTSTEPS OF DECAY.

Ilia horse was hitched and took out a pumpkin 
pie. "Come here, Cecilia," rays be to his girl 
"let’s Lave dinner. Fact is, they do charge 
so monstrous high to the hotel, that I don't 
feel like submittin’ to their extortion. I guess 
we kin make n good meal as we need to out 
here." Cecilia, having no other resource as- 
sisted bor beau in his practical protest against 
hotel extortions, and swallowed lier share of 
his frugal lunch with the best grace she could

0 ! let the soul its slumbers break —• 
A rouse its senses and awake

To see how soon 
Life, in its glories, glides away, 
And the stern footsteps of decay

Come stealing on.

And while we view the rolling tide, 
Down which our flowing minutes glide 

A way so fast.
Let us the present hour employ, 
And deem each future dream a joy

Already past.

Let no vain hope deceive the mind. 
No happier let us hope to find

To-morrow than to-day;
Our golden dreams of yore Were bright, 1 
Like them the present shall delight—

Like them decay.

Our lives like hastening streams must be, 
That into one engulfing sea

Are doomed to fall —
The sea of death whose waves roll on 
O’er king and kingdom, crown and throne. 

And swallow all.

they drove home. There was a toll on .the
way, and, as they came near it, her prudent 
lover turned to her. and said he : "Cecilia,believe he would have ventured to do, we 

should have been better off to day.
It is sad. indeed, that the bri lit prospects 

of our young Dominion should be clouded by 
the selfisliness and weaktiess of the men who 
now control its destinies. A great error was 
committed at last election in entrusting power 
to their hands, and it is a melancholy fact that 
another appeal to the peo; le is in the ordinary 
course ef things, four years distant.

now you know we mayn't be married arter all 
and as I paid the toll one way, I don’t con­
sider it no more than fair that you should pay 
it the other !” The poor girl paid the toll; 
but she never allowed him to pay her Lis ad- 
dresses again.

hundred yards from the path, and which was 
so concealed by a dumb of bushes that I Be- 
lieved it was known to no one except myself. 
I found myself instinctively, as it were, mov­
ing io that direction. A moment’s reflection 
on the mysterious warning 1 had received con­
vinced me this was the best thing Iculd do; 
for if there was danger, it was most likely from 
robbers, who were, probably, lying in wait for 
.fie on my regular, well-known route.

So I went on. slowly and cautiously, till 1 
reached a point directly over the cate. Some 
bushes which struggled up from the earth be 
tween the crevices afforded me a place of con 
cealiment ; and crawling into these, 1 di-bur- 
dened myself of my pack; .apre a 1 out my 
blanket, and preceded, without attempting to 
light a fire, to eat the food I had provided for 
my supper. By the time I, had finished my 
repast the sun had set, and the shades of night 
were coming on .

"Perhaps I am foolish in taking this pre 
caution.”

Scarcely had these thoughts passed through 
my mind when I fancied 1 heard voices sp al- 
ing in low tones The Sounds seemed to come 
from below. J listened intently, straining my 
hearing to the utmost, to catch the words, if 
words indeed they were, for. after all, it might 
be the breeze playing among the rocks and 
trees.

For several minutes I continued to hear 
these sounds, but unable to make out what 
they were. They ceased, and all was silent.

Miscellany.
A SNAKE IN A WATERMELON.—A boy 

named Cofter, who sells onpers occasionally 
for the sake of making a few dimes, yesterday 
invested fifteen cents of his earning in a water 
melon .on D aderick street. He took it to the 
stalls in the market house ; and in company 
with a ‘chum,’ proceeded to have , luxuriant 
feast. A large jacknife which Cofter had pur­
chased about two weeks ago with hi-saving, 
was brought into operation. The melon was 
cut in two; but horror ! inside, in one half of 
the melon, was a young snake, yellow as a 
leak, and about nine inches long. The half 
in which he bad his habitation was nearly all 
hollow. The young snake darted his forked 
tongue fiercely and aimlessly aboit five or six 
times, the first dart he made hitting the fora- 
finger of young Cofter, who immediately ran 
off to the drug store on the corner of Cherry 
and Cedar streets, hut finding no doctor hehur- 
Fried up Cedar street still further. We learn 
ed afterwards that the physician cut of the 
first joint of the bitten finger, and sent the boy 
back home in a hack, telling him it would be 
all right. The little snake was cauglit and 
put into a fruit jar by Whitesides, a butcher’s 
assistant, who lives out in Germantown. It is 
a most extraordinary lusus nature, and it 
seems impossible to account for how rhe snake 
could have got into the heart of a large and 
apparently sound melon —Nashville Times.

The Intercolonial Hnllway.
[From the Toronto Globe.)

The Dominion Government has succeeded 
in obtaining from the Colonial Secretary an 
e dor th it of the north shore route Slee ed 
by it for the Intercolonial railway. It was 
probably not difficult to obtain. The Duke of 
Buckingham knows nothing of the position of 
Ca adian affairs, his sympathies with consers 
vati e placemen are necessarily strong, and 
wh n t -Id that a despatch from him would 
str- ngthen lire position of the Government 
here, we do not wonder that he wrote as he 
has clone. The tone uf the despatch indicates 
its design. The presumptuous, indiscreet

The Bitish Empire.

The usual offic al returns from the British 
possesions have recently been printed for gen- 
eral circulation li that Empire. These sta- 
ti-ties are given below:

British India—Area, 988,901 square miles, 
population, 150,000,000.*

British America —Area, 632,360 square 
tuiles, population, 4.007,806.

Australia—Area, 2.582,070 square miles, 
population, 1,662;063.

British West Indies —Area, 12,683 square 
miles, popuplation, 934,197.
\ Cape of Good Hope and Natal—Area,216,- 
755 square miles, population, 759,261.

Cey Ion—Area, 24,700 square miles, popu­
lation 2,088,027:

Mauritus—Ared, T08 square miles, popula­
tion 310,050. . - y

British Guinea—-Area, 76,000 square miles 
population, 148,026.

Honduras— Ana, 13,500 square miles, po- 
pulition, 25,635.

The other colonies and possessions—the 
Straits Settlements. Hong Kong, West Afri­
can Settlements, Labuan, St. Helena, the eight 
Falklands, Bermuda, Gibraltar, Malta—bring 
the extent of the possessions of this kingdom 
beyond the sea up to 4,562.000 square miles, 
and their population to 161,486.000.

Including the British Northwest American 
possesion-, and linking the whole to the moth­
er Contry, the metropolis of this vast domain 
the Queen’s realm will be found to comprise 
territory about 7,000.000 of English square 
miles, with a population approaching 200,- 
000,000 of souls.

Long are the damp of death ran blight. 
The cheek’s pure glow of red an white

Îlas passed away ;;
Youth smiled and all was heavenly fair— 
Age came, and laid his fingers there,

And where are they?

Where is t he strength that spurned decay, 

The step that roved so light and gay,
The heart’s blithe tone ?

The strength is gone, the step is slow,
And jot is we arisoine; and woe !

When age comes on 1
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stat ment that he have sanctioned
the frontier 1 ne when that line was not sub 
milled to him, would not have been ma Io Ux- 
cept from a desire to aid the Canadian Gov. 
erntitient to bear the load of obloquy which 
they have incurred by the choice of route — 
Had the Government chosen an economical, 
tea onable line; the Duke of Buckiuham would 
not have dared to place hits limited knowk dye 
and judgement in opposition to the almost 
unatilinous voice of the people of Canada. As 
it is, lie finds the Government here commit- 
ted, to what in his judgement, is a safe one. 
from a military point of view ; entertaining 
not the slightest consideration for commercial 
Unterests, or the condition of the Dominion li 
nances, he takes the safe and easy course of 
endorsing the action of his conservative Ca- 
nadian confreres.

But he has done his work well. His des- 
patch to the Presideat of the Republic of 
Manitoba, did not show how much discretion 
or judgement, but that which we publish 
to day is much worse. It will be observed 
that his Grace mentions three possible routes 
—the frontier route, the central route, and the 
north shore route. The first lie rejects because 
located on the west side of the St. John River 
and therefore unprotected by that obstruction to 
American attack. There a otwo still remain 
ing to choose from—the central, shorter and 
cheaper than the north wh re. Why dues he 
choose the latter ? He gives no reason anone 
in fact, can be given. la regard to the gener­
al miltary question, we are of those who be- 
liexe that in case of war with the States, it is 
the Grand Trunk road, through Maine, which 
must be defended, not the Intercolonial. If 
we could not defend the one we should speed­
ily lose the other. We believe also that a 
war with the States is an impossible event,
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THE PEDDLER’S STORY. It now became dark ; and though I crept to 
the edge of the rocks, and tried to peep down, 
it was like attempting to look into some black 
gulf. My situation was lonely etsougli ; but 

I experienced a secret satisfaction in being 
where I was, and not down in the cave, where 
I rather fel: than thought some persons were 
lying in wait for the.

At long it that same low murmur, as of 
voices, was again heard, and again 1 li-tened, 
with my whole sense of hearing on the stretch. 
1 soon became satisfied that words were spoken 
—but then came fit thought that it might be 
the mysteridas voices I had heard at interval- 
all my life. However, I was not long kept in 
doubt, for presently I could distinguish the 
words, as if the speakers in the cave had come 
out into the open air

"It is strange he does not make his appear- 
ance,” said one voice.

"I do not know how to account for it,’’ re-

1 do not think I am naturally superstitions; 
but I have all my life been troubled with a 
kind of superauricular sense. The sound, a» 
oa human voice, comes to rhe and syllable- 
words of meaning when 1 know that no bus 
man being can be near, and that the whole 
must be some kind of mental deception. I re 

' member once, when quite a lad, living at home 
with my parents in Paris, 1 heard the words—

"Pierre Boisant, prepare for sorrow !"
What followed ? My father at that time 

was accounted a rich merchant. Three weeks 
atter he was a bankrupt. If 1 had been the 
no-t imaginative per-on in the world, I could 
not have presaged this.

'I free years after the same words were re- 
prated. I was then alone, on the road to 
‘Troyes, engaged in the humble calling of ped- 
dier, to which my fath r’s misfortunes had re-

A Word to Young Mkn_If you wish 
for a clear mind, strong muscles, and quiet 
nerves, for long life and power, prolonged into 
old age, avoid all drinks but water, and mild 
infusions of that fluid ; shun t bacco and opium, 
and every thing vise that disturbs the normal
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state of the system; rely upon nutritious 
food, and mild diluent drinks, of which water 
is the basis ; and you will need nothing be- 
yond these things except rest, and the due 
moral regulation of all your powers, to give 
you long, happy, and useful live-, and a serene 
evening at the close.

The advantage of having a watch which 
strikes the hours was experienced by a gen- 
tleman in New York a few evenings since.— 
As he was entering Niblo’s his watch was 
taken. There were some ten or a dozen 
around him, and he immediately said ; " Gen- 
tleman I have lost my watch. If you will 
keep quiet it will strike in one minute” The

The Queen’s civil list, as settled on her Ma- 
jasty accession to the throne, is £385,000, and 
the civil li-t pensions bring the amount up to 
£406 800. The Prince of Wales receives 1 
£40,000 a year ; Ilis Princess, £10,000 ; the 
Duke of Edinburgh. £15,000 ; the Grown 
Princess of Prussia, £8000; Princess Louisa, 
£0000 ; Princess Christian, £6000 ; the 
Duchess of Cambridge, £6000 ; the Duke of 
Cambridge, £12.000; the Duchg-s of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz, £3000; Princess Teck, £5,-
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duced me. I felt that something serious was plied another.
about to happen, and I took the first convey- "Are you sure you saw him ?" inquired a 
rince back to Paris. 1 Instened to my father, third.
and found him dying, and thy poor mother al- "I tell you he was within a mile of here, 
most distracted with grief. She was surprised coming along with his pack. Here he usually 
to see me, but wlien I told her what brought; passes the night, and why he is not here is 

more than I can conjecture.
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was captured"me home, she said it must be the voice of the 
Lord. I dil not agree with her in that re- 
sjiet, because 1 often heard that same voice

"If be had gone past, we should have heard 
from the others before this," remarked the 

saying trifling things, first speaker.
Well my father died, and my mother did "Undoubtedly," was the reply. "He must 

not long survive him, and then i was alone in be somewhere on the mountain—unless he has 
the World Seeing nothing better before me I fallen over the precipice, in which case we 
resumed the humble business of a pedlar, and shall find all we want of Frig in the morning, 
after two or three weeks spent in France,went 1 and be saved the trouble of blood-letting." 
to Sardina and established a route tor myself 
among the x illages of mountains.

I was now in a region wild enough to suit

The woman suffrage question has become 
quite formidable in England. In Manch-ster 
alone, over six thousand women demand «d to 
b- rest-tered as voters, and this ineirlent was 
repeated on ri smaller scale in nearly every 
town in the United Kingdom. An adverse 
legal decision has, for a time at least, silenced 
these demaeds.

but that if it were possible, the very to which the name of Napier will now be 
added. The pensions for civil sor vices, £21.- 
139. have been diminished b7 the daths of 
Lord Colchester fid Mr. Lushington, and by 
the suspension of Mr, Disranli’s £2000 a year 
while he is in office. The four first class pen­
sions are appropriated to that gentleman, to 
Mr. Walnite, to Sir G. Grey, and to Mr. Mil 
ner Gibson. The pensions for judicial services 
of late Lords Chancellor of England and re- 
tired Judges, £44,700,have also been diminish-

of preparing for it would be to burden the Do- 
minion with a debt of twenty or thirty millions 
for an utterly unproductive railway, on a rome 
which cannot support any considerable popu 
laiion.

We need men to d fend the country, and 
we shall not get them by an enormous unpro- 
ductive expenditure on a railway which will’ 
require a yearly subsidy to eep it open. — ! 
Emigrants will shun a company which groans1

"Could he have gone near enough to have
"Peter, what are you doing to that boy ?• 

said a schoolmaster "He wanted to know if 
you take ten from seventeen how many will 
remain, so I took ten of his apples to show 
him, and new he want* 1 should give them 
back ? Well, why don’t y Hi do it then ?" 
“Coz, sir, he would then forget how many is 
left."7

heard our voices?" inquired another.
“No, for Ricardo is so posted that Ire would 

have seen or heard him first.”
; "Well, then, hé may be here yet. Iark !
• hu-h ! there are steps coming this way now !"
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my romantic torn of mind, and perilous enough 
to keep me hi a state of almost constant ex- 
citement. Some of the routes between one 
Habitation and then another were so long that 
one day’s journey would not take me through, 
and then 1 would be obliged to find my lodg 
nig among the caves, rocks, or trees, as best I 
would. Some of the mountain passes were 
very dangerous, and a slip or a misstep might 
send one headlong down a thousand feet.-- 
And not least of all was (he danger from rob-

under such burden^. But we lake the Duke ed recently by death, but have received an ad 
of Buckingham oh his own ground. He re- dition in ths pension of Dr. Lushington — 
jects all commercial considerations. Military The I
ideas are alone of importance. Why does he | borough and others, formerly deducted from

hereditary pensions of the Duke of Marl-said the speaker, in a whisper, winch I could 
just hear, the niglit being still, and my posi 
lion directly over the parties. “Now, then be 
ready, and let us make quick work of it !"

After this, the robbers were as silent as 
death, and with feelings that must be left to

reject the central route, then ? It is on the 
safe aide of the St. John, What obj-ction is 
there to il ? His grace does not give any. 
He mhk. s a jump from the American frontier
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years since, in West Plymouth, New Hamp- 
and lands in the mild and soothing Waters of shire, it used to be the custom for the school-a

the imagination, 1 listened to the approaching 
footsteps which I knew were mistaken for 
mine It was with a shudder, and a strange 
kind of dread, that I heard steps, slowly and 

!steadily approaching, with now and thru a 
slight rustic of the bushes, and the occasional

the Bay of Chaluer. Does ho mean that ohr master to "board round” among the famili -s of 
defenders, in case of war, are to abandon all his pupils so as to save expense. S ometimes 
New Brunswick up to the coast line, congra- of course the days didn’t come out even —there

Bers. who might be met when least expected.
For six years I carried on my traffic in that 

wild region, without any other misfortune than 
some serious fights and hair-breadth escapes. 
By this time I felt that, for a young man, 1 
was pretty well off, and thought I would re­
turn to l’asis and set up sho keeping ; when ]
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tulating themselves that they have a real gens would be eight and a half days at one hou e, 
nine military rond by which they can reach |and nine al another. One man, who was no 
their shipping and gel off safe to England ?— | torious for his meanness, just before the school- 
The Duke does not mean that, we are quiteloosening and rolling of a stone. I felt that 

some human being was moving onward to his 
an event, or perhaps I should rather say doom, and I would have called out to him to 
tragedy, that happened about that time, fixed : beware if 1 had known : eould have saved 
my resolution, and hastened my departure. , him with anything short of the penalty of my 

I was going over a very wild and lonely pass own life.
uf the mountains, the sun being nearly set, 1 I trembled, and the perspiration started out
when my familiar voice, which had never left of every pore. %
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master began his dinner said to’ him : "Mr.
-------," said he, vf suppose, by rights that 
your time is up, just about half way through 
this dinner. That’s as near as 1 kin make it

sure. Hr has simply adopted the safe and 
easy task assigned to him of backing up the 
route chosen by Sir G. E. Cartier, based up­
on the all-important fact that it passes through 
three French counties, and has not had wit 
enough th find a reason for rejecting the Cen- 
ral line.

The Duke says that he ami Lis colleagues.

and I’ve caleluated pretty close. Bill I doni 
wish to be small about it, and you kin eat 
just about as much as you would do for ordi- 
sa y !"
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"Pierre Boisant, le ware !"
I Suddenly there came a wild, prolonged 
shriek, and the words—
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