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KITTIE
ACROBATS WITHDEMOTE WHO TURNS COMPANY OFJOSIEISABELLE BUTLER WHO TURNS A N A HORSESOMERSAULTS BARNUM BAILEY

SOMERSAULT IN AN AUTOMOBILE 
WEARING A 3000 FRANC COSTUME

there are few moments when the off 
cus woman’s fingers are not useful 3 
employed. Fancy needlework is her 
ever-present solace and joy, and enoust 
pretty lace and drawnwork for per­
sonal wear and for gifts is made dur. 
ing the season as would stock a fancy 
goods store. Circus women are not 
inveterate readers, but a good novel 
will always go the rounds and create 
comment and discussion. This season 

one of the enterprising menofthe 
show has established a little circulait- 

taking ing library. The books are mostly
I paper bound novels and after an oris- 
inal deposit is paid down to cover the 
actual value of the publication, a e€

ELLA BRADNA AN 
ROUESTRIENNE FROM SUISSE

ing skirts, but it would not surprise 
me to see, eventually, women trap 
aerial flights, from one swinging trap- 
eze to another, in long gowns. It was 
an American family of acrobats whose actual — . 1 the pleas- 
female members first appeared in long of five cents is exacted for is has
AT Prior to that time such a ure of reading each book. This bas
stints as a woman throwing a somer-|proved a profitable venture for the 
thing in a gown was considered impos- originator, as well as a por a n for sault women had in fact just begun the women of the show, and a dozendemonstrate that they could rival novels may always be seen in the Tin
IN men as gymnasts. For years the men’s dressing tent. They P not 
the men 3s EST handspring by a only there, but they are also read, and 

remarkable though the statement may be surpris- 
who do not understand

mere turning of a
woman was considered a 
feat. When at last a clever girl from ing to those , , as "Sap- 

daughter of the famous circus women, such novels asD 
ass - pho,"” and the erotic literature of Zola

|are tabooed by common consent.
The circus always has an element of 

young girls, who, while gual d y 
parents or guardians, are thrown to 
some extent on their own resources for 

This has instigated 

the formation of little clubs for mu 
tual sociability. One of the most sue- 

|cessful of these clubs with the Barnu 
& Bailey show is the "Young Won 
men’s Tea Table." Six young girls 

:have formed a club and three tim 3 
week instead of going to the dining 

|tent for supper, they each contribute 
a small amount and have tea and 

|wafers in the pad tent. Occasionally, 
but not often, some highly-favored 
!youth from one of the acrobatic or 
|aerial teams is invited to be the guest 
|of the "tea table," and though the hitl 
of fare hardly meets the require 
‘ments of a robust young athletes 

stomach, it is always an honor that is 
, | highly prized, and the lucky boy is to 

It has, however, been a very costly | highly D envy of his companions in 
innovation for the women of the cir- |dnysciemsenvy

Circus women are never timorous in 
performing their own acts, that has 
become a habit with them. They are, 
however, extremely nervous in watch- 
ing a perilous performance in others. 
They are also extremely feminine in 
other respects. The bravest of them 
will scream at the appearance a 
mouse; several of them refused to ride 
in the New York subway last spring; 
and the pluckiest of the women chariot 
drivers is morbidly nervous when a cat is in the room. An accident, how- ever, always brings out their latent 
courage, and the women of the circus 
are good angels to those who are in- 
jured, whether men or women.

There is very little bickering or 
jealousy among circus women. . They 
constitute a great family, which in 

Ithe very nature of things is compelled 
to live in close intimacy seven or 
eight months in the year. Harmony 
is, therefore, one of the first essentials. 
During the tour many warm attach, 
ments are formed, and when ahe 
close of the season the band play lore. Sweet Home," there is many 
a moist eye and many a tremulous 
parting. For the same compasy never travels intact two consecutive years, 
and the women of the circus, many 
of whom have become , endeared to 
each other, know that "farewell" means 
good-bye—often for years, sometimes

Germany, a
old showman Rentz, turned a somer- 
sault, and actually did it on the back 
of a horse, the circus world was as- 
tonished. A little later an American 
company of acrobats presented a 
couple of young women who executed 
single somersaults on the ground and entertainment, 
double ones from shoulder to shoulder 
and performed their novel acts in song 
skirts, it was thought that the limit of 
arenic accomplishment had been over- 
reached. Strange to say, it was not 
so much the cleverness of these girts 
that excited the circus world—it was 
the fact that they did their work in 
skirts instead of in the conventional 
tights. These girls soon had imitators. 
The following season there were sev- 
eral troupes of acrobats whose female 
members performed in long dresses. It 
was a novelty that the public took 
kindly to, and moreover, it afforded 
new ideas for the pictorial "billing" of 
the show.

/ amusement profession in which the 
/ family idea prevails to so great an ex- 
1 tent as in the circus. You will scarce- 

ly ever find a young woman in the cir- 
cus unless she is accompanied by a 
brother, an older sister, one or both 
parents, or in many instances by her 
husband.

There is little or no social life for the 
circus woman outside of her own im- 
mediate circle. All summer long she 
is with the white tents. In the winter 
there are engagements in vaudeville or 
with the European one-ring permanent 
circuses. From childhood she is more 
or less associated with the boys of the 
circus. She learns to admire certain 
things in the youthful performers. She 
forms—perhaps unconsolously—an ideal 
of her future husband, but almost in- 
variably from the viewpoint of the 
circus. When, finally, she meets a per- 
sistent wooer, and after a proper court- 
ship they are married, it will usually 
be found that the match has been a 
mutually beneficial one, and that the 
cleverness of each contributes to their 
mutual success in the circus life. Mar- 
riage to the circus girl does not mean 
retirement and a home, as is the case 
with girls who are engaged in other 
occupations. It simply means that 
henceforth instead of appearing with 
her parents or sisters, she will be as. 
sociated in her professional work with 
her husband. The old life goes on un- 
interruptedly, except when mother- 
hood which is very dear and sweet to 
the circus women, temporarily breaks 
the continuity of public appearance. 
The President need have no fear of 
race suicide in the circus. The babies 
of the circus are as numerous and as 
pretty as the babies of any other so- 
ciety on earth. They are not often in 
evidence to the public until they are 
old enough to take the first steps in 
following the profession of their par- 
ents but to the people behind the scenes 
the circus baby is always a source of 
joy and the universal pet and pride 
and possession of every self-consti- 

|tuted “auntie” in the dressing tent.

cus. Long dresses are much more ex- 
pensive and soil more readily than 
short ones. This means that instead 
of two or three costumes, the up-to- 
date arenic star must have a half 
dozen with hats, gloves, lingerie and 
shoes to match. Salaries have gone up, 
but so have expenses, and circus wo- 
men annually spend hundreds of dol- 
lars in endeavoring to keep up to the 
standard of modern circus costuming. 
Mme. Florenz has one dress for her 
acrobatic act that cost 2,700 francs in 
Paris, and one of the fluffy white 
gowns worn by Mlle La Tour is the 
creation of a Parisia In modiste who re- 
ceived over 3,000 francs for the work. 
And these are only two instances out 
of many where very large sums of 
money are paid for circus costumes.

Fashion in the circus, I must admit, 
is not altogether the result of public 
demand. The feminine spirit of emu- 
lation in dress such as appears in the 
neighborhood or social set, is a strong 
motive toward making the female per- 
formers dress in the height of fashion 
whenever it is possible to do so in the 
arena. While it is demanded of them 
by the management that they dress 
up to a certain standard, the number 
of gowns a circus woman wears and 
the elaboration of the trimming on 
them depends largely upon the spirit 
of rivalry. The public—or a large part 
of it—welcomed the change from 
tights to skirts. It remained for the 
women of the circus to complete the 
evolution by making their gowns a 
reflex of the latest things in twentieth 
century fashion. In their every day 
apparel circus women are rarely ex- 
travagant. They are rather inclined 
to be plain, thrifty and saving, and a 
good circus wife is apt to be the best 
savings bank a performer can have.

The claims of the profession and the 
necessity of keeping up with its de- 
mands do not, however, occupy all the 
Anig woman’s time. She has

DALLIE JULI AN
BAILEY RIDER4 BARNUM

THE GRUNATHO ACROBATS ILLUSTRATE 
THE POSSIBILITY OF UP-TO-DATE
COSTUMING IN THE CIRCUS

mous the world over for its horseman- 
ship; Dallie Julian, a petite and pretty 
rider, belongs to an American family 
of gymnasts and equestriennes that 
can trace its circus ancestry back 
nearly 100 years; Mme. Florenz, of the 
fortunate Florenz Company of acro- 

., 1bate, is the daughter of Pierre Antoni, 
men, by the practice of a little In- of Florence, once the proprietor and 
genuity and adaptability, were enabled director of the greatest circus in Italy, 
to take very good care of themselves. Signor Antoni sent his daughter to a 
and did. Life in a sleeping-car is a ne- convent and gave her a thorough edu- 

a bis circus, because the cation before she became a circus wo- 
man. The young women of the Sie- 
grist-Silzon Troupe of aerialists are 
all “to the manor born." Jennie 
bon has a cirous pedigree containing 
many names famous in the unwritten 
history of the circus, both in America 
and Europe. The Loveland Sisters, 
cousins of Toda Siegrist, the head of 
the troupe, had the sawdust ring for 
a playground when they were toddling 
tots, and their parents taught them 
the rudiments of their education 
tween the performances during the 
tours with a circus in rural England. 
Little Pearl Silbon is the niece of Ed- 

ward Silbon, who is the most promin- 
ent possessor today of a name that has 
been associated with the circus in

land for many generations. John 
Rooney, the equestrienne, comes of an 

old cirous family; co does La Belle Car- 
The father of the Huettermann Bls- men, the serial re porcine tety. 

for ters, menage rider e . amply be cumutre or - 
Bohemia, Jonte PrermcleveE are not much as a matter of whim, but Tenor of because birth and training have wed the ded them to the circus life.2There to no other branch of the

not the least important, would take up 
very little room on those few and pre-: 
clous hooks. The absence of the porce- 
lain bath-tub would be compensated for 
by the ingenious portable rubber-tub, 
ind in a few days she would discover 
that, notwithstanding the seeming dis- 
comforts of life with a circus, the wo-

of comparative ease into the rush, 
burry and limitations of the circus. In- 
stead of her cosy bedroom, she would 
find herself compelled to sleep in the 
narrow confines of a Pullman coach; 
instead of a commodious wardrobe for
|iapparel she would discover cessity with her street unaccommodating and jumps from city to city aer all made at 
Ia rated hooks; the bathroom, night, and the people of the circus must 
wur at home seemed such an abso-secure their rest en route.

Iwhich necessity, morning and night. As a matter of fact, there are very 
xia be absent, and she would grieve few women of the circus who have not 
NX the simplicity of the arrangements literally been born into it—and the ex- 
at her ablutions. At first she would ceptions to this rule usually marry in- 

astonished, if not horrified. The to it. Those who get into it otherwise 
sleeping-cars would appear to her to are women whose performances de-| 
be crowded and stuffy. How to dispose mand nerve and daring without long 
of her hats and clothing would bee a years of practice. For instance Mile, 
study of the most perplexing charac- Octavie La Tour, the young French 
ter. "I never can exist under such woman whose nerve-racking feat of 
conditions,” she would say. turning a somersault in an automobile 

Little by little, however, she would has created so much comment this sea- 
learn to adapt herself to the new con- son, never had any previous circus ex- 
ditions. Instead of having two 5 perience. But the women who do the 

she would principal riding and gymnastic work 
practical walking-hat for of the circus have, as a rule, been 

every-day use, including Sunday. In trained in the sawdust ring from child- 
stead of trying to keep pace with the 
latest mode and endeavoring to pre- 
serve her former method of having . a

Need I say that circus women are 
intensely human. They have their 
likes and dislikes, loves and enmities, 
pleasures and pains, joys and jealousies 
just the same as the rest of the world. 
If there is any glamour about the cir-! 
cus it is not apparent to the woman | 
who is by virtue of her profession, al- 
ways behind the scenes. To her it is 
• very practical thing—a means of 
making a living—and usually a very

The woman of the circus is nearly al- 
ways busy. The actual period of time 
during which she is in the ring 01 per- 
forming thrilling feats in mid-air is 
not long, but it necessitates her being 
on the show lot afternoon and night. 
Much of the time in the interim is 
spent in taking care of her wardrobe 
and in making her ring apparel clean 
dainty and attractive. This is becom- 
ing more necessary year after year. 
The day of tights and tartetan in the 
circus has gone. There has been a 
revolution in cirous gowning in recent 

and the cirous arena plow vies 
with the stags in presenting the latest things in Parisian creations. In the 
European strouses BauEe, C 
hold away to some extent but be 
America the gown, made welkins lenstti, is the real thing dor 0 
and rider. The aena pa 
their work, are prevented from wear’-

EIdo not mean by this that the circus 
woman is devoid of ambition or does 
not find pleasure in the applause of the 
public without the appreciation which 
the audience often displays towards 
the artist the work would be humdrum ! and disappointing. Like her sisters on 
the stage, applause is very sweet to the 
circus woman, and if her head is some- 
times turned a little by the "hands she

Fsecl would be the case with the actress three hats for street wear 

whose stage work has made her a have one

# r
forever.

These personal facts about the wo- 
men of the circus will give an added 
interest to the visit of the Barnum & 
Bailey show to London, Thursday, 
Aug. 16.

IF ATTACKED with cholera or summer 
complaint of any kind send at once for e Dottie of Dr. D. Kellogg’s Dysentery 
Cordial, and use it according to direc- 
tions. It acts with wonderful rapidity in 
subduing that dreadful disease that weak, 
ens the strongest man and that destroys 
the young and delicate. Those who have the y this cholera medicine say it acts 

A woman’s time. She nas some promptly, and never falls to effect a or- 
leisure for play, if that is desired, but ough cure

public favorite. ., D There is, I believe, a broadcast im- 
pression that the "life of the circus wo- wen is a hard one." This is an errone- 
mar In the very nature of things 
there can be but very few luxuries “on 
the road," but the circus woman is not 
looking for luxuries. She is too practi- 

that. I can imagine the state 
of mind of a young woman who has been suddenly transplanted from a life

graft
“change” in the way of a gown 
every day in the week, she would dim- 
cover that a couple of sensibly-made % onnotnatea 
tailor dresses would answer all practi- Anne Borsobect 
cal purposes, would be neat, rapidly faults on horae 
cleaned. keep their shape under adverse I • famous LA 
conditions of wear and weather, and, Meet
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