
Ube 301^8 anb Borrows of a 
poor Aan.

Ouit hero wm bora in Edlnlmigh* 
in the yeer 18S28. Of hie perantafe 
little is known, except thai^ Ms 
father was in some way emmestid 
with the army. He had no feeol* 
lection of either his tether or iw)ther, 
for he seemed to hare been fWMd 
out ap<m the w)orid a bars beMei 
and hare*looted The first
Had attention he recollected to 
hare receiTed from any hnman 
hAig was from a gentleman in 
fleetland, whose littie son had teUen 
orerboard from a skffT, and onr hat- 
Ism and shoeless boj had plunged 
into the water to sara him. With 
this gentleman he bad a home for 
sereral years. As he grew up, his 
thongfate turned to the business of 
Ufe, to striking out for himself and 
saining a liring. Being in a mining 
country he naturally took to ^t 
occupation.

But Thomas Briggs was bora to 
be a leader, and he soon aspired to 
something other than the dismal Vie 
o* an underground miner, althoa|(h 
04 this time he oonld neither read 
nor write. Without money, without 
teachers, and without books, he 
nererthdess set about the enter-

fiiae of leandi:g'to mad and write. 
KeMeing tl;^ tsadesmsn's signs upon 
shops and IK shop windows, he soon 
liairned Mipuficance of letters 
ani^liii jiiteptpg of words, and it 

before he rejoiced in 
both to read and write.

He then became a contractor for 
sinking shafts to deep mines for 
▼arions owners of properties in the 
mining districts. Being a hard
working, resolute man, he acquired 
a little property, and obtained a 
comfortable home. In the meantime 
he had married, and was soon 
bknfid sdfli h Bitle family cl chil
dren, wfaifti| te*%kt joy and happi- 
neea to llia^lteMthin fireside. To 
provide loe this increasing family 
he toiled coi^uondy, and often in 
cold and storiiy weather. Being a 
strong and robnat mah, he imagined 
that he ooull endure almost any 
hardship. In Uds he roisjw|^pBd. 
Taking a seveaa io^i 
home one night^’^ 
hot and fev^ 
felt as if it 
Us devoted
wished to sediphr a de<ddr,Wdetar- 

I mined to biatn the st<mn without
(Cmtimttd ea poft §.)
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