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All these various incentives to action, are near-ly or quite beyond our inspection. Yet it is in tl,=
contemplation of such only, that Indian history can te
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f"""! these particulars th^w thei^hgh^ and shades across and into the portraiture of th smost singular people. It could hardly be expected^at they, who suffered from the fearfurrevenge'of he'red man, who saw, as it were, the scalping-knife

gleaming around the head of a beloved wife, or childor friend, or who felt the arrow quivering in 'their ownflesh or who heard the war-whoop ringing terrificallyon the domestic quiet of their habitation,_ it couldhardly indeed, be expected, tha. such pe.;„ns shouldbe as truthful or impartial as if they h^d been cal"ed
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'''"''"' ''"^ ^^^'"^ kind.
Without, therefore, doing the early writers the injusticeof supposing that they mean to misrepresent faC-
yet, in glancing over their descriptions of perfidy, plots

that the red man had no one of his race to record forhim his history, and be candid and just in our VZments where there may often be not a little to ex en-uate. If not wholly to excuse from blame.
Let us also bear in mind one remarkable fact, that
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'"'r°r"' *^ ^^-^-^P''"" extended heEuropeans by the Americans was confidini; and hospuable and that :his confidence and hospillity we"
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to regard the Europeans as their enemies, he plun-teers of their wealth, the spoile,^ of their vi lages, "he


