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ifon who was fupreme among them ; and as he con-

vcrfed little with any other Canadians, except fuch

as are 6f the predicament laft mentioned, he na-

turally enough conceived, that the opinions he

heard were the fentiments of the Canadian na-

tion, and that an entire revival of the French law

Would firmly attach every Canadian. Thiis idea

was encouraged by fome about him, who felt that

., / V / bower in him would in efte<ft be power to them»

Full of this idea he camb to England, and induced

government to accede to part bnly of his plan,

and to forward the aft of parliament, which ha^

been commonly called the Quebec Aft » by which,

though the law of Canada was permitted to be

the rule of dccifion in all civil queftions, yet the

law of England was to j)revail in all criminal Cafes J

and the reconciling the difcci r^-^.ilt parts of thefe

two laws was left to be the pei-iformance of a

Council, compofed of perfons generally very well

difpofed, who by their fituation on the fpbt, might

be juftly prefumed to be poffeffed of all the in-

formation neceffary to fit them for the minute

parts of the bufinefs in fettling the province. But

as it had been fuggefted, that by this aft the trial

% jury was utterly aboliflied in all civil caufes,

and that no provifion was made for the fecurity of

perfonal liberty ; to take away thefe pretences for

difcontent, fo^a^ifter the aft was pafied, his Ma-

Jefty was gracioufly pleafed, by his royal inftruc-

tionil


