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tu I'll enormous expense. We saw evidences, even during our short

stay, of the misdirected philanthrophy that induced Mr. Gladstone to

piesent this and the other members of the Ionian group of islands to

the newly formed Cireek monarchy. 'IMiis action on the part of the

British Government was (|uite in accord with the wishes of the British

people and was done at the request of the iidiabitants themselves, but

|t is only another illustration of the truth that a strong and well

lirected foreign rule is preferable, so far as material results are con-

teriied, to home government of the indifferent sort that the Greeks have

exhibited. With characteristic energy the Hritish built roads, e.stab-

|islied schools, encouraged agriculture and manufacturers of all kinds

mil generally stimulated the indolent Greek to enterprises of various

cinds. Incidentially, of course, they regulated his taxes and saw to

It tiiat he l)ought as many British goods as possible. Hut no oriental

likes to be incited to action that includes a regular i)rogram of con-

linued work- even if it be in his own interest- and one may very

I'ell (lue.stion whether the lonians do no still ])refer their decaying

liidnstries and crumbling country to the sj)ick-and span prosperity of

5ritish rule.

.\t Patras we first encountertd the luscious, little, purple grape

finch, when dried, constitutes the "currant" of commerce. We saw

^undreils of acres of this delicious frtiit and made many enquiries

roin our genial consul in Patras, Mr. Jentungs, and others regarding

The merchants are awaiting, with nuich anxiety, the outcome of

lie tariff discussion, since a protective duty on currants means much,

lot only to them but to all Greece. T le cultivation and preparation

If tile eurrant-grape for the market furnish a livelihood to a large

ircentage of the population both of the island and mainland about

|atras, and the exclusion of the millions of pounds of dried currants

nuially consumed by us would be a serious blow to them.

\'ery little is said about the comfort and still less about the pic-

Jres(|ue beauty of the railway journey from Patras to Athens. After

!)nsiderable entjuiry we concluded that the canal acro.ss the isthmus of

[crinth is not as well patronized as one would have expected. I'rora

[ephallonia, opposite the entrance to the Gulf of Corinth, to the

uiietiiate Athenian .seajiort of Piraeus is ;,66 miles round the Pelo-

bnesus, while the direct route through the gulf and canal is only

M miles, and yet neither our vessel nor those of the Italian or

K'lU'h lines took advantage of the shorter route. We understood

lal the intricacies of the latter journey as well as the tolls imposed
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