
MR. SEWARD'S SPEECH IN SALEM, OREGON.

Tllo older States, situated eastward of the Missoiiii

and below die base of the Hoeky Mountains, have

complete industiial, social, and political systems, and

fixed habits. The traveller there is intrusive if, under

any persuasion, he attempts to speak of their peculiar

resources, policies, or duties. Deference to this prin-

ciple determined me, when I left Auburn, to nuike no

wayside speeches during my present journey. The

magnet, when brought into the presence of iron, finds

it no harder to maintain its own [)olarity than I have

found it to adhere to my prudent resolution ever since

I passed the banks of the Mississippi. I am travelling

in regions grand and vast, but comparatively new, and

among communities incom[)letely organized, needful of

immigration and capital, and therefore ambitious that

their resoui'ces, advantages, and attractions may be

made known. Art has seldom produced a more striking

picture than the abandoned infant Hercules defending

himself against serpents in his cradle, llow poor that

admired concei)tion appears when contrasted with the

precarious but encigetic and successful vigor and

energy of emigrants from the Atlantic shores settling

and establishing new States—members of the American

Kepublic—in the native forests, wildernesses, and des-

erts which extend across the American continent!

Relying upon their own t ergies, as all the States of

this Union at every stage ' . their existence must rely,

they disdain the sympathy of i>ll foreign nations. Do

thev require too much in asking that their capacities

and loyalty to the Union shall be known and appre-

ciated? 1 early accepte ' and continually held fast to

these several political convictions: 1st, That if a nation


