
PREFACE,

Tbb wit with Bii8si»» which has nowdosed,may be desig*

nated.M a thovt, ihaip, and deoisive one t it has been be-

gan, oontinued, and condnded within little more thantwo

years; and there are those who reftise to dass it among
the great wars ofBorope. But when we take into consi-

deration the magnitude of the operations, and the yast

amount of the forces engaged—the distance to whichthese

had to be transported—the fearftd eatalogae of TioSims,

and the hea^ cost in monejr—when we reileot upon all

theee, we are oompeUed to acknowledge that wo haTebeen
living in a fearftil stm^le.
The compilation of this work has been nndertaken with

a view to 0aoe before the reader something like acompre-

hsusiye dcetch of the contest, from its commencement to

its dose: thns enabling the reader to exercise his own
Judgment in dedding where to blame and where to ap-

prove. IVarratiTes of war and bloodshed are no pleasing ^
themes to dilate npon; but we imagine there are few Bng*
lishmen who can coldly and stoicallypemse the heroic deeds
oftheir fdlow-coantKymen,andrdrasetopay the tribute

of praise to those who are contending in a just and neoes*

sary conBict.

This work embraces the whole struggle, from its origin
to its termination; and the principal erents connected
with it have been elaborately pourtrayed. Almost every

I

minor event has been toudied npon ; and, when the extent
|of country to whidi operations have been dhmted, and the

iptions given of those places, are taken into account^
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