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Henty cpi^cludes, from the results of his unsuccessful experirpent in
mipirt :at the copper can never be profitably mined, except for local

consur m, and that the country must be cultivated and peopled before,

this cb^i suke place. He remarks, it was in the hopes of find,ing silye;^ u»
snfficient abundance to make the speculation profitable, that the worksP

were commenced. He speaks of the discovery of this metal in only one
place, Pointe aux Iroquois, where, according to his authorityi a Mr.;^pr-.

burg, a Russian gentleman, acquainted with metals, discovered! a bluer

stone of eight pounds' weight, which was sent to Euglan^'ftnd fi^und ttt^

contain sixly per cent, of silver.

None of the early explorers seem tc have noticed the existence of metal-

lic silver associated with the copper, although we know that, among the

nunteraus masses of copper which have been picked up on the shores of
the lake, some have contained a considerable quantityofsilver interspecsfi^
throiigh them. > .,

In 1819, General Cass, under the authority of the Secretary of W«r»'

directed an exploring expedition, which passed along the southern shores

of Lake Superior, and crossed over to the Mississippi. This expedition

had am'oflgits principal objects that of investigating the northwestern copper

mines, and was accompanied by Mr. H. R. Schoolcraft, in the capacity of
itiineralogist and geologist. His observations are recorded in his "Narra-
tive Journal of Travels from Detroit northwest, &c.," published in 1821.

In the spring of1823, Major Lqng, actingunder the orders of the War De-
partment, and accompanied, by several scientific gen tlemen , started ou an ex-

pedition, the object of which was to explore the river St. Peter's and the-

counUry situated on tlie northern boundary of the United States, betweea<
the Red river of Hudson's bay and Lake Superior. In returning, they
coasted along the north shore of tliis lake. Professor Keating, in bisuar-'

ration of the expedition, remarks that they had seen native copper (boul-

ders) strewed in many directions over the great valley drained by the;

Mississippi and its tributaries.

All the early explorers seem to agree in the opinion, that if deposites of
coj^r should be aiscovered in this region, yet, so great is its distance

from a market, and so wild aud unsettled the character of the country^
that there would be no hope of their being profitably worked-rf^ ^98t
lor many years to come. s V •.

The attention of the government was called to the mineral resources of
the Noithwest during the presidency of the elder 4dams, and a commis-
sion was instituted with the view of exploring this region; but we have
been unable to ascertain why nothing further was done in this matter.

Such was the state of things up to the time when Dr. Douglass HQ^gh-:
ton, State geologiist of Michigan, in the prosecution of his labors, ooiu-

menced the exploration of the northern peninsula, aiid by his official le-

.

ports awakened attention to this distant region. In his annual report, pre-

sented to the legislature of Michigan, February 1, 1841, the great featiirei* of
the country were sketched with a masterly hand, and the first definite in*
formation with regard to the occurrence of the deposites of native copper
in the rocks was laid before the world. After this preliminary reconnab-

.

since of the country. Dr. Houghton entered into a contract witlr ihei

United States government to execute the linear survey of the northem
peninsula in connexion with a geological survey, according to the ^y^teiai

devised by him in connexion with Wm. A. Burt, esq. Dr. Houghton


