
«« THE ROSE IN THE RING
«K«in, or «t the floor. U«ir chin, in tlK..ir hand.. Atthcr fcx.t lay the «ew»p„per., eagerly rc«l ,„d dj-carded by each „„d every men.ber of thi. little gr.^^

fln3n{
^'"^ t» .•'nol'e. but the water of n.ortal terror

Ji'^a^S'rr::
^'•^-"o^'^'-'^.'i-nk tobacco

ii a far comer, huddled against the wall, there wa.

under-world outca.t,. He sat apart from the others

the men he once had scorned because they were the

hT.\!'TT ?°'"P""'°"'' «"d «"nul«t<>" of his brother.

wl^!l^
back eyes never shifted from tl,c low, pad-locked door m the opposite end of the room. He, t^was waiting for the dread news from the upper worw'H,s breathmg was sharply audible, „., of one drTg^by sleep; his bo<ly had not moved an inch inTCor more, so fierce w«. the suspense that held him ri^Td'

froT *A1 ""u-
''"* suggested the iioarse croak of a

mg, unbhnkng, fascinated by the horror that was
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One of the shivering thieves beside the stove drew

of „ Jit " '"^'^ P"'*'"* *''"= plutocratic timepieceof a milhonaire victim. The way his eyes narrowed as

was twelve o clock and after. Unconsciously every
figure stiffened, every jaw was set, every nostril spread


