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•which now, unfortunately, stand m the way of an entiro

and abiding friendship between the two nations.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) HAMILTON FISH.

Inclosure 3 in No. 1,
.'.'"'".'^

Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.

Sir, Washington^ February 1, 1871.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your note of the 30th ultimo, and to offer you my sincere
and cordial thanks for the friendly and conciliatory spirit

which pervades it.

With reference to that part of it in which you state

that the President thinks that the removal of the
differences which arose during the rebellion in the United
States, and which have existed since then, growing out
of the acts committed by the several vessels which nave
given rise to the claims generally known as the "Ala-
bama " claims, will also be essential to the restoration of
cordial and amicable relations between the two Govern-
ments, I have the honour to inform yoli that I have sub-
mitted to Earl Grranville the opinion thus expressed by
the President of the United States, the friendlinei^p of
which I beg you to believe I fully appreciate.

I am now authorized by his Lordship to state that it

would give Her Majestv's G-overnment great satisfaction

if the claims commonly known by the name of the
" Alabama " claims were submitted to the consideration
of the same High Commission by which Her Majesty's
Government have proposed that the questions relating to

the British Possessions in North America should be dis-

cussed, provided that all other claims, both of British

subjects and citizens of the United States, arising out of
acts committed during the recent civil war in this coun-
try, are similarly referred to the same Commission.
The expressions made use of in the name of the Presi-

dent in your above mentioned note with regard to the
*' Alabama" claims convince me that the Government of
the United States will consider it of importance that
these causes of dispu^^e between the two countries should
also and at the same time be done away with, and that
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