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amidst llic elu-cis of the iiih;il)itaiits who had ^jathcred in th«.-

s(iuurt' on hcaiinj; I he iicw^ of the attack, which was contlnncd
l)V Stan'-Siir^a'oii Smith of the 5Jiid liattalion. who had jii^^t then
arrived from near lOccles Hill. Major Rowe and Captain Rohin-
son. with a small detachment of the ^oth Battalion, which was
concentiiitinj^ at this place. aUo let't in wa^^^ons with a (jnantily

of ammnnilion I'or the front, likewise Captain Muir's troop ol'

cavahv at a hand ^'allop. As the last tr<M)per disappeared in a

turn of thv. road every one in the villaj,'e looked (piite serious, and
several youn'^ ladies who had stayed in the place, despite tiie

tiueatened storm and attack In the i'^enians. vvaved their hanilker-

chiets as an encouraL(inj^ ailieu to the volunteers. <;iven, however.
i\ot without a tear. v\ knowletlj^e of tlieir isolated situation,

w ithin a tew miles of the tVontier. atid a lively remembrance of

the plunderinjj^ scenes l)y tiie I\-nians in iSf)6. blancheil the

cheeks of the silla<;ers. who now felt that a crisis was at hand.

Leavint^ the Montre.d volunteers on their wa\ to the front,

let us <j^(j hack to Eccles Ilill. Just before the arri\al of Colonel
Smith, and after the enemv's column h.id liroken and scattered.

Lieut. Baker, witii a i)icket c)f ten men of the 6oih, which was
posteil on the rij^ht rear of the hill, and nearly a mile distant from
Colonel Chaml)erlin's position, as soon as they lieard the tirin;;-

commence, started for the scene of danj^er. 'I'he post which they

vacated was an important one and conuuanded the ro-id which
leads from the United States up throu<^l) the vrdley. about three

miles U) the rij-ht of I'A'cles. between the hitter and l-*i*ceon

Hill, and flanking" the Canadian position. It was of the ilrst

importance that tliis road should be <^utu\led aj^ainst surprise :

anil, accordin^jjly. Lieutenant ]^d>.er and his picket, who had ran

all the way through the wet heavy fields antl underbrushwood
to the front, were sent back inuiiediately, much ajj^ainst their will,

t<) re-occupy their outpost. About a dozen of the 6oth. and fully

more of the Home (Juards. includinj^ Mr. Asa AV'estover, were
absent, jirocurinp^ tlieir dinners at neif^hbourinj::^ farm-houses,

between Cook's C(^rners and Eccles Hill, when the Fenians

opened the attack. As soon, however, as they heai'd the firinq;

they rushed to the front and arrived at Eccles Hill immediately

after the repidse of the enemy's column ; as did also several

olli^'ers (;f the 6otii who were about the vicinity or at Cook's

Corners. Among the first of those who thus arrived \vere

Captain and Paymaster Pattison. who was coni'njr down the

road frt>m Frelij?hsbur;jf towards the front when he heard the

firing. Stafl'.Surgeon J. B. Gibson, ^LD., arrived on the scene a

few minutes earlier with his case of surgical instnmients ready,

but was agreeably surprised in looking around the field to see

that his professional services, so fiir, were not required. Soon
after the above arrivals came Major S. Rowe and Captain Robin-


