
CUnONICLES OF CANADA.

HtUutional rin;lit of all DritUh stibjcctt— ttio

right of lioliliiij; inoRliii^N for pctilioniiij the

rrinco or pjrll;iim'nt. Thli ri;;lit n Li?;;iv

lativti Coiiiii*illoi- lius ilnruil to <|iu>.<ilioi) ami

traduce ; bill wue to v.vsjry ntlompt wliicli

would losseii (lie libertii-:i ul' liie pco|)!i!, niiJ

viliato lliti oriclci oftriilli.

Gentlemen— Uut for the iinnatnrnl, <h(!

iiisiduotii, ti.u iiirumoii.i pl.icaril wliicli i-« iioir

placed before you, yestcrila)' would have

been a d iy of toncord and coniuluncu : yes-

terday, llie Mm of ie<;iM>ci'nti()i» would liavo

risen to Uppi'i' Ciuiadf», without a clou'l ; hiiS

it will yet liso, and shine more bright, Jriutu-

pbant over the murky clnuJ. of lln! moi ninj.

The history of Mr. Claik's unhappy pro-

ccediii3,H, n;)il llie defi'nt;e of my own con-

duct and prini'i|'!es, >.h:ill follow, nfler 1 Imve

firat estiibli.^lied thi' wi-i^li i.-r matter of the

law—our undeniable and, till now, un(|Jes-

tioned, ri^lit of petitioning, and ot holding;

public mtttings lor doing so. The ri!.>,ht of

pcliiioning is one of the grand arlinles of

the Bill 0. Kiglits solemnly p:issed into law,

when the B;ilir,h people bad driven one So-

vereign from I lie throne, and were aboiii to

e:itablihh in it another more agreeable to

their will. No act of Parliament i** half so

sacred a's liiis—the second creat charter cf

British li'Mf v. It emana ed purely foin the

people uninlliicnced by ^ovel•eigll power, or

unswayed by domineering aristocracy ; and

the tcra wliidi gave it birlli, stands embla-

xoned in history as our glorious lluvohit on.

The Farliaiiieiit of Britain has never ques-

tioned thii great right of the people, and ilie

people ore in the constant habit of exercis-

ing their right. The meeli'igs of last year,

ill England, at some of which 20,000 people

were collected together, were all held under

this grand constitutional privilege, an. I not a

question was made rei^arding their legality.

The Parliament of Britain never attempied

to suppress even the ISpa-fields meetings,

which excited in the minds of some, the

greatcs* alarm ; and 1, myself, was in the

House ol Commons when Lr'rd Polkstono

presented a petition from one of ihese meet-
ings, on the evening of the very day on
which it was held.

What is all this which Mr. Clark has set

before the people of Upper Canada, as a

bugbear to frighten (hem out of the exercise

of (heir most sacred rijili' '? What is this quo-

tation from the statute 1-ook? what are these

utories to us,. which coucern the Irish rebel-

lion and (he conviction of iraitors? Is it

|)Os&ible that Mr. Clark could seriously be-

Uere that he could for an/ length of time

impose, evrn upon the ignorant, or nppal tbt

timid, wi h reeital.t otthii nature '( Can
niiy man read the act of Parliiment, which'

he Ins quoted, and not perceive, (hit it has<

no eye »yhatevpr to pea'eable meetings.

—

'J'hu act riearly Hpeeifie-, |hi^ «ort ol' meet-

iiigs which it was framed to repre.^s—meet-

ings '• tending merely (o •••udition, and to de-

lude the people into an imaginary assertion

of rights." in the nama of (>i>.l, I nsk,

where is the synij)'iiii of stfdition to bo dis-

covered in his province? Unless from (ho

niDiith of the linn. Thomas Clark, I never

heard a brcathin Upper Canada wiiich could,

by (he remotest coiislruflion, be applied lo

nnyUiing of (he kind. The pnro and ardent

loyalty ol the pnople here, has been one

.strong iidliicnee »villi me in exerting iiiyg«df

towards improving the connexion of Canada
with ihi' mother country ; and it excited in

me pectdiir (ctdings of di>giist when 1 read

ill (he newspapers, (hat surmises were on

foot for barter ing i\way such pedple, like

slaves to thi^ Utiiled Slate*. If lam guilty

of sedition, w!iy does not the Hon. Thomas
Clark do his duty and bring me (o (rial 1—
Mr. Clark Ltiew of i.iie Niagara mee(ing,

ond of my being presi'ni (here, yet he suilers

me t(i go at large to advise and attend other

ineriiiii^s—nay, not only am 1 going at large

and doing id! this, but 1 dare the higlie&t

Magistrate in the province (o lay hands up-

on me. 'J'liere is (Iiim no aliernative for

Mr. Clark, but eillier to do his duly, and

arrest me, or lo leave ine alone, and ihereiiy

satisfy the world ili it lii' hi> l>.'ci\ w(d'ully im-

posing on \\\i p^iblic by ai-ailing my condvict

and principles

—

woiuliy and wantonly scan-

dalizing the rights of the Canadian people.

Doubling that the ignorant and timid might

not be sullicientli' astoniiled with a qiiola-

tiun of law, Mr. Clark seem< to expect that

my '* headless |irosclyles'" will be certainly

driven from their meetings, and appalled, for

ever, by a reference lo an Irish act of Par-

liament, and a hint, as to what befel the ig-

norant in ycotland. In the year 1793,

everybody knows, ilial rebellion was nearly

bursting oul, both in (Ireat Britain and Ire-

land ; anil everybody knows that soon after

this, it did break out m the latter. I myself

visited Ireland, in the midst of its fiercest

rebellion, when 1 was allowed to land and

pass along, only from being ''nown (o the

commander of ihe King's troops. I had,

thus, better opportunities than Mr. Clark, of

being acquainted with the state of that coun-

try, and the necessity for strong measures on

the part of Government ; and I waa still bat-
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