
preaching disintegration. No less deceptive is the energy

evinced by the Church in the building of churches. If this

were a measure of religion what a pious age this would be!

Never was dogma so well housed before, though human beings

may have to sleep by thousands in the streets, and to literally

starve in the shadow of our majestic cathedrals, built in the •

name of Him who had not where to lay His head. But did

Jesus tell you, your Grace, that religion lay not in the hearts

of men, but in temples made with hands? You cannot convert

your piety into stone and use it in your lives ; and history

shows that petrifaction of the religious sentiment is as deadly

a disease as .ossification of the heart. Were churches, however,

multiplied a hundred fold, and were every clergyman to be-

come a centre of philanthropy, it would only be substituting

the work that the poor re(|uire from their fellow men but

not from their spiritual teachers, for that which they ask

and cannot obtain. It would but bring into greater relief the

spiritual barrenness of the doctrines of the Church.

The time is approaching when the clergy will be called

upon to render an account of their stewardship. Are you

prepared, my Lord Primate, to explain to Your Master why
you have given your children stones, when they cried to you

for bread? You smile in your fancied security. The servants

have kept high carnival so long in the inner chambers of

the Lord's House, that they think He will surely never return.

But H: told you He would come as a thief in the night; and

lo! He is coming already in the hearts of men. He is coming

to take possession of His Father's kingdom there, where

alone His kingdom is. But you know Him not! Were the

Churches themselves not carried away in the flood of negation

and materialism which has engulfed Society, they would

recognize the quickly growing germ of the Christ-spirit in

the hearts of thousands, whom they now brand as infidels

and madmen. They would recognize there the same spirit

of love, of self-sacrifice, of immense pity for the ignorance,

the folly, and the .suflFerings of the world, which appeared in

its purity in the heart of Jesus, as it had appeared in the

hearts of other Holy Reformers in other ages ; and which

is the light of all true religion, and the lamp by which the

Theosophists of all times have endeavoured to guide their

steps along the narrow path that leads to salvation—the path
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