
1

-1>

INTRODUCTION.

The Golhes Legend
jgjj

Hiawatha '.'.',
1855

Tales of a WAisruE I.nx ..1863

Prose.

^/"^^^i"
ia35

lIVI'Kltlils j^..-

KAVANA^iH
. . 1849

Translation.

Dame's Divisa Commedia 18fi7-70

TH

^'^

II. THE POEM.

1. "Evansrolinc" was cominfiico.l in 184.5, thoiish the
germ of the poem may have hiiii in tlie poefs mind lor
some tune before. The story of its inception is inter-
esting. Rev. H. L. Conolly, a friend of flawthorne-s
and Lomrfellow's. heard from a French-Canadian in his
congre.L'ation tlie tale of a younir couple in Acadie. They
were separated at the time of the e.xpulsion of the Aca-
dians, and the bride wandered about New England all
her life, searching for her husband. At last, when she
was old, she found him on his death-bed. Conolly re-
lated the story to Longfellow in Hawthorne's presence
expressing his surprise that the latter had been un-
touched bv its literary value. Whereupon Longfellow,
irapressf.l at once by the tale, turned to Hawthorne and
said: '-(Jive it to me, and promise that vou will not
write about it until I have written the poem." Haw-
thorne gave ready consent, and " Evangeline " was the
result.

The poet's authorities were not numerous. « I have


