THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, Sept. 18,
The outlook continues favorable.
There has been some rain, but not to
very materially interfere with the
work of saving the crop, which is now
nearly all safely in stack and thresh-
Ing I8 going on actively. Dellveries
of wheat by farmers at country ele-
vators have bepn lieavy for this date
and with continued favorable weather
o large part of the crop will be easily
shipped out before navigation closes,
Business In wholesale trade is gener-
ally good and there ls o markéd up-
ward tendency in prices In many lines,

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winnipeg, Saturday Aftcruoon, Sept. 18,

€OAL,

Thie cool weonthier which set in last
Thursday has drown attention again
to tho coal trade, The Souris coal
minet; huve been consjderably increas-
ed this summer in their output cap-
acity and o good trade is dxpected
in this native soft coal, as several
stoves adapted to burning tlhis coal
havo be b piaced on the markot during
-the lust year or two and these stoves
have been coming into use, It is eox-
pected coal prices will rule tho sanw
as last winter, wlhen the rotail price
was $10 per ton for Penunsylvania an-
thracite, $9.60 for western authra-
cite, $6,50 for Lethbridge bitumi-
tous, and $4.60 for Souris ifguite,

DRUGS.

Cod liver ofl js Hrm, Advices from
the east report an advance of 10 to
15¢ on Norwegian ol Cream of tar-
tar has advanced 1s, abroad. See guo-
tutions on auother page

IS,
Local  jobbing rices are uas fol-
losvs for fresh fisn: White 5 1-2¢,

pickerel 4c, (rout 9c, salmon 12c, hali-
but, 10c per b, kippered goldeyes, 30¢
per dozen, Oysters are quoted at
$2.50 per gallon in bulk.
GROCERIES,

Tibe moet fmportant change in
prices this week is an advance of 1c
on Prince of Wales chewing, which is
the princapal chewing tobacco handled
liere, ‘Lhis advance i8 said to be uue
to n better understanding of the late
tarif{ changes, Munufaciurers are be-
guning tou lind out excetly what the
tarlll on raw leaf now means, in re-
gard to the effect it has in ‘ncreas-
ing the cost of the manufactured ar-
ticle, The duty is 14¢ on stemmed and
10c on unstemmed leaf,. , The price of
tobavco was advanced 16e shortly
after the duty was put on, and ‘the
advance this week therelore akes
16c on Prince of Wales since the duty
un leaf tubacco went into effect,

Another new feature in the trady
this week {5 adrop of 25¢ per case on
Eddy’s mateclhes, thereby reducing tho
?rices 10§3.60 1or Telegraph, $3.40 for
Teloplione und $3.28 lor Tiger. This
drop 18 said to bo owing to competi-
tiou from clieapar brands of mutches
The Eddy matches pretty nearly con-
trol the trade here, and owing to the
bagis on which these matches aro
haudled. dealers are hardly open to
deal fu other brands.

The feature of the dried fruit mark-
et 9 the scarcity of prunes, of which
there are practically none liere of any

THE COMMERCIAL

Qeseription. California prunes will be
to hand about tlwe middle of Octover,
A Wmited quantity of new béastern
Valenclia raisios liave been bhrought
in and some eastern loose Muscatels
are e ted, but thore will e wno
large gupply until Californta [frult
arrives, early in '» tober. Seo quota-
tions on another ,-.ge. .

GREEN PRUITS.

The great bulk of the business dolug
is stiil in Pacitic coast states plums,
peaches amd pears, which are
having a very large sale
at eteady prices. Poars gre a llittle
lower. The goods are arriving in
very chotce cdndition and there is no
trouble whatever in resuipping these
goods to the most remote country
poiute. They can be shipped direct
from the cars without any picking
over and without amy fear that coun-
try receivers will find fault with the
fruit. Dealers say they are paying
very large sums in {reight and duty
on frult from the Paclfic coast states,
and they would prefer to see this
wmoney remain {n Canada, It they couid
get fruit in good condition from Can-
adtan feuit distriets. Up to the pres-
ent time, hov.ever, Canadian fruit
has nover beon received here in fit con-
dition to re-ship, without a great deal
of labor aud loss of time in plcking
over, and cven after this has been
done, every batch of Canadian fruit
sent out ‘to the country trade
{8 suro to b2 followed Ly o large list
of complaints from country dealers
witlt demiandg for rebates, It Liag got
to this condition that wlho.esalers here
dislike to handle Canadian fruit, as
they know it means loss and endless
annoyance, ‘This agglies to peaches
pears, plums and erabs. Ontario apples
and grapes are an exception. Ontario
ﬁrnp&g are late this year, as the cro

olto or wo weeks later than usual
The firat car of Coucords wii be in
some time next week, Sowe Chaw-
plons have lLeen in, but they are uot
o favorite varlety, Very f{ine Mon-
tana crabs are offering in  bushel
boxes, but it 1s not expected they will
be coming f{orward Wmuch louger
Prices ar¢ as follows: Bananas per
bunch, $2 to $2.50; Californin lemovns,
$5 to $3.50 a box; tomatoes, $2.60
per bushel baskets; Pacific coast plums
$1.25 to $140 for four basket crate;
California peaches, $1,25 to $1.40 per,
box; Washington and Oregon pears,
$1,75 to 2 per box; blueberries, very
gcarce, 8 to 10c lb; apples, $3,75 to
? 25 per barrel; Southern grapes 50¢
or 8 ib. basket; California graps, $3
per crate for tokays; and $2 to §2.50
for muscat, Montana crabs $2.40 to
$2.50 per bushel box.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

Thepo i{s a brisk demand for glass.
Whita lead is very firm. Manufactur-
€rs have advanced prices about 1212
or 15¢c per 100 pounds, and this has a
strong tendency on the local market,
We advance prices tlds week 15c¢. The
general feeling in all staples {8 oue
of firmness, particularly for linseed
oil. Beo quotations on another page.

HARDWARE.

There is o very stromg tendency for
almost every staple of the bhardware
trade. Metals are very firm. All ad-
vices from other markets speak
of an advance in the prices
Manulacturers report business
active, and they are taking ad~
vantage of the situation to put up
prices. Iron pipe is ligher all around
in first bands and tlhere is astrong
probabilitly of an early advance liere,
thougl ro advence has asctually gone
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futo effect yet in the local markst.
Lead and lead pipe are very firm,and
prices in other marksts have advancod
sharply. Shcot zinc 19 higher here. In
some Jines manufacturers aro  with-
drawing prices.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—The downward tendency in
wlieat this week hag been mathor als-
appolnting to the bull clement, though
alter suclt & slarp advaunce a moder-
ate reaction should not cause much
surprisue. A drop of about 6c in a
week, however, 18 quits u change {rom
the rapid advaunces recorded of late.
Locusts were reported to be causing
depredations to the crops in Argen-
tine, but a lager report sald maica-
tlons were very favorabie for u big
crop. The wheat area of Argentine
Iy suld to be 20 per cent, greatoer than
tust yeur, pid If o big crop is saved,
it wiil make wheat supplles more lib-
cral in the early part of next year,
waen the Argentine crop comes to
market. Heavy raiuns were reported
from India, and crop prospects are
gald to be good In that country. Re-
porte from Untario sa) the new wheat
18 lacking In streugth and makes a
weak flour. Thigs should lead to o
good home mitling demand fur Mani-
toba wheadt for mixing with the east-
ern wheats, to tone up the flour,

1o Manitoba threshing bhas been go-
fug on actively, and thiough there has
been some deloys Ly rain, a great ceal
of threshing bas been done. The ma-
jurity of reports state tuat the yield
is lews than was previously estimated,
though some eay °sheat is turning out
equal to earler estimates aud au oc-
casional report says thwe yield ‘is bet-
ter than provious estimates. The
amount ¢of wheat delivered by farm-
Ly at country elevators to date this
season is very large compared with
most previous seasons This is owing
to favorable weather for threshing
and harvesting. Much of the wheat
dellvered at elevators is lield by farm-
ers, but a goold deal has also Leen sold,
Tuhe sample of wheat §s generallg
Lright and good. About 200,000 bushe
els per day have been delivered at
country elevators. Prices in Manitoba
country markets were dropped 2¢ to
800 for No. 1 hard on Monday at av-
erage freight rate points, and prices
were about lc lower again on Wed~
nesday, ranging from 78: to 80¢ per
bushels to farmers at country points.
It is expected prices wiil be dropped
tn the country lc to 2c to-day. 1n this
market No. 1 hard sold afloat Fort
Wiliam at about 95 to 96¢c, according
to the variation in outside markets.
Oun Thursday sales were made at 98¢
for new wheat, Fort Wiiliam, but at
the closs yesterday, 93 to 98 1-2¢ was
the quotation.

FLOUR-The market is unchanged,
Prices to the local trade here ara,
quoted as follows as to brand : Patent
$2.60 to $2.65; bakers’, $240 +to
$2.45; XXXX, 9145 to §$1.50 per
sack of 98 lbs, to the local trade de-
livered in the city. Feed grade of
flour, $1 per sack.

MILLFEED—Bran is quoted at $8
per ton and shorts at $10 per ton.
Small lots about $1 per ton more,

BARLEY— A few loads of new bar-
ley have sold at 80c per bushel of 48
pounds, -

QOATS. — Prices are unchanged,
There is very little doing in oats. New,
oats will not move, much for some
time as all facilities will be taxed to
handle the blg rush of wheat, and no
one seeme to care about handling oate
while the wheat rush {s on. The crop



