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party would then be in a position te appeal te
the West. If the opposition can reconstruct
their party in thus way, and fellow it up by
sending a number of their iest mn up frois the
est te organize thse party here, and talk f ree
trade and aqound principles te the people, they
miglit score sometliing better tlian a blank after
the next general elections.

OÂiNkUI)Â il)THE WEST INDIES.
In anotiser editonial article in thia issue of

Tix COMMBRCIAL, under the beading «« Brit-
ain's Trade Policy," reference is made te the

proposaI of the Birmingham Chamber of Com-
merce te increase the duties on Spanish pro-
ducta. Canada enjoyed the privilege, as a con-
dition of the treaty lietween that ceuntry and
Great Britain, of trading witb Spain and ber
possessions under the meut favored nation pro-
visions. The termination of this treaty on
July lot lest, terminated our favorable arrange-
ment fur trade with Spanish countries, and
gives the United States great advantages over
Canadian produots in thse Spanish West Indian
possessions. While the proposailihas been
made by an Engiieli chamber of commerce te
place an increaaàed bax on Spanisis producte, tlie
Canadian government lias apparently actually
decided upon sucis a courue. In THE COMM ER-
CIAL Of lsst week reference wos made te Lthe
tariff resolutions introduced into parliament at
Ottawa, a few day. befere thse ionse was pro-
rogued. These resolutions, among other
tliings, give tlie geverninent tise acthority te
impose duties upon or increase tihe daties upon
certain producte coming frein countries which
do net accord tise most frmvored nation treat.
ment te, Canada. Sugar, molasses, tebacco
are understeod te be the producté te, whicis
this will apply. Now, it would appean that
oun gov.rnment lias tise Spanish West Indies
in view in asking parliament for this actisority.
Our importa fnom Cuba and Porte Rico, pria-
cipally consisting of sugars, molasses and te-
bacco produets, amecnted te about $2,000,000
lait year. If Spain cannot be induced te give
us the lame treatinent as it extended te tise
United States, thse governinent may use its
power te enforce the discriminating duties
against the Spanisli islands. If we de net se-
cure equitable treatinent in this way, the rescît
wilT be te, give our trade te tthe flritish West
Indies, which accord Canada the same termes as
the repulii, notwil.hstanding that it in under-
steod tise United States lireuglit strong
prueure te bear upon thse Britishs West Indies
te prevent Canada froï-n secuning equal treat-
ment.

What the Britishi people at home have mere-
ly liroached, Canada is likely te undertako.
The resunt will be awaited with interest.
8hould we succeed in liringing Spain te turne, it
would give the preachers of retaliation in tlie
Old Country muccl courage. 0cr market, how.
ever, is a emali eue, and it is possible that the
Spanish people may couclude that it will net lis
worth while making any concession te us,
Thougis our dlaim in a j net eue, we may, there.
fore, find it impossible te enfonce it. t wan
absolutely necesuary te obtain accesu to thse large
umarket of the United States, but the Spaniards
may lie abile te get along wlthout Canada.

Here is where the lieut argument in faver ofi
a British trade union would corne in. A trade1
union of thse different divisions of tise Britishs
Empire would lie ale te dictate terme te other1
countries. Thse empire poseuses succl vauti
resources within itself, that it weuld lie inde-i
pendent of other countnies in rnany respects,i
but few ceuntris would lie independent of the
empire. Such a union of Britisis counâtries
upon a f ree trade basis, or as near free trade as
possible among themuelves, with a tariff policy
against sncb nations as refuued neasonable
treatnment te Britishs producte9, wonld undeulit-
edly lead meut ot the countries te seeka libe-
rai trade arrangement with the empire.

POTÂTO OROP AND PBIOES.
A letten of inquiry whicli THE COMMVERCIAL

lias received frein a party in Minnesota, toge-
ther with the present higis prices for petatees,
lia drawn our attention te the suliject of pota-
tees. Potatees souid lie a profitable crep in
Manitoba, even at a low price. W. have iseard
a uucceulul farmer in this district declare, tisat
lie would rather grow potatees te sell at 20
cents per bushel, tisan wheat at 80 cents. Be
thiu as it may, the petato cnep of the province
for 1892, accerding te the governinent reports,
shows a decrease of over 21) per cent as coin-
pared witb last year.

At present petatoeu are bringing a higli price
here. At the time of witing, eariy in tlie
week, petatoeu have uold as high s a 80 cents
per buzhel from farmer's wagons, whule retail
dealers are getting higlien pnices. Thse quality
at that il very peer. The oid crop is practi-
cally exhacsted, and as the ssason is late thiu
year, it will be seins tins before there is any
considerable uupply freintise new crop, of goed
quality. There were ne petate exported frein
tise crop os u t year, and it willibe seen that
tise crop was bareiy scificient fer home require -
menta, With tise neduction in tise area planted
thiu year, tbe crop will requins te lie a large
oeste equal tise home nequirements.

Tise yield, it rnay be nernarked, wau poor last
year, being only 180 bushels per acre, as coin-
pared with 235 bushels per acre in 1890, accord.
ing te thse geverumnent report. A contiderable
qnantisy of petatees wene destreyed in pit or
othsnwiue, owing te tise extremnely wet weatlier
lut faIT and this spring. This is the cause of
tise present scarcity, the area&liaving been large
enougis, with a goed crep, te more than meet
local wantu. With tise red'îced area this year,
a po-,r crop would necessitate tise importation
of potatees liefore anotiser orop camne around,
but if tlie cnop turne eut geed, the supply wilT
be equal te home requirernents, even allowiug
for reduced acreage and increaued population.

FOR90T IT WÂS LOAIEl).
Iu a lengtliy article in THEa COMMERCIAL of

a week age, under tise ieading "Manitolia
Wlisat Inspel-tion," tise opposition of tise
Dominion Millers' Association of Ontario te tise
inspection of Manitoba wiseat was diucussed.
lu that article tise reison was sliown wisy tise
Ontarioe iiTera are raiaing e mucis opposition

3 te, our wheat inspection systein. An amuuing
3 occurrence hasniseen related to, Tis CoM-

mgMEA4L as bearing out oun remarks of laut

week. A western grain man, whose naine for

the present will be Mr. Blank, sold a car of
wheat on sample to an Ontario miller. L-tter
lie received the ominous telegram : "Car ar-
rived; away below sample ; what will I do with
it ?" This, of course, came from the Ontario
miller, and we may here remark that western
grain men are quite accustomed to telegrams of
this nature. Mr. BIFnk, who was fully assured
that the wheat was up to sample, wired back:
"Draw sample in presence of Canadian Pacific
agent and submit to bis judgment." Mr. On-
tario inuTer again wired: "Agent refluses te
allow car te lie opened." Mr. Blank wires:
'<1{ow b-- know car below £ample. Pay my
draft." Draft paid. This miller, in his eager-
nesa te beat the westerner, clearly gave bis case
away by thoughtlessly acknowledging in bis
second telegram that lie had neyer sàeen the
wheat which he had deelared was "away be-
low sample. " Wo nder how many millers of
this atamp are among those who are agitating
fer the destruction of the system of inspecting
Manitoba wheat. If these millers cocid destroy
the inspection system, no they could buy
wheat on sample, wliat & fine tbing it weuld be
for them, bat rather unhealtliy fer the western
grain men.__________

Nebraeka Delegates.
The party of delegates from the state of

Nebraska, whe are looking over Manitoba and
the Canadian Territeries, with a view te select-
ing a future home for themmelves and friends,
visited the experimental f arm at Indian lHead
recently, where they met Angus McKay, the
manager, who showed them, over the farm.
They were much pleased te witness the advanc-
ed state of the different kinds of grain and other
cereals, the wheat lieing headed eut several
days before their arrivai. They were highly
gratified te observe the excellent quality ef the
stock. Bef ors leaving the experiinental farci
they were preuented by the manager with
varions samples of grain whicb they take with
thein te their respective homes in Nebraska te
exhibit te intending emigrants te our fertile
lands. Two cardages were provided in order
te take tiem eout a distance of six miles te view
the land and crops, both of which they mcl
adniired. They Tsf t later for Edmonton and
Prince Albert. That their mission will resuit
ini a large exodus of people frem different parts
of Nebraska te Manitoba and the territeries
there is every reasen te expect.

ON e.

The Wkeat Orope of India.
The final officiai reports have now been re-

ceived frein mont of the Indiau wheat grow-
ing districts, the figures ceming ont as fol-
lews:

1892. 1891.
Çquarters. Quarters.

S.W. Provinces and Oudh........ 7,410,000 8,200,000)
Punjab............... ........... 6,496,000 9,665,000
Central Provinces ............... 3,442,000 4,460,000
Bomnbay ....................... 2,288,000 8,500,000
Bengal.. ....................... 1,166,000) 1,365,000
Other districts estimnated.......... 4,200,000 5,340,000

Total ........................ 24,950,000 3,3,000
Accerding te the above, there is the very

great deficiency of 8,08 1,000 quarters compared
witluat year, and as the experts, szimalated
by comparatively hih prices during the early
part of this year, have been almeet as large
since thse lot ef April as tbey were during the
came time lust year, viz., 2,043,000 quartera,
againat 2,241,000 quartera, it in enly te be ex-
jected that they wiIl show a very considerable

fling off during thse reat of tlie seaisen.

C.D. Rand lias returned te Vancou ver
af ter a year's business stay in Lnndon, Eng.
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