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THE COMMERCIAL,.

post was ostablished twenty years ago by
Stobart, Eden & Co. This business is continued
under tho syle of Wm. Stobait & Co., with H.
Mitchell as managor. Tho store has been
moved over to near tho railway station, as has
all the othor business places of Duck Lake.
Theso other business places aro the gencral
store carried on as a branch of T. 0. Davis, of
Princo Albart, two hotels, and an implement
agency of Massey & Co. Duck Lako is about
six miles from Batoche, which place becamo
known all over Canada during the rebellion of
1885, Batocha is located on the South Saskat.
chowan, and is not reached nearer by tho rail-
way than Duck Lake, At Batoche Geo. Fisher
and Le Tondre have stores. At Caileton, on
tho North Saskatchowan, a few miles west of
Duck Lake, Daniel Sissons has a store,

From Duack Lake to Princo Albert the dis.
tauce by tho railway is thicty-six miles, This
portion of the distance the couatry isdotted
thickly with bluffs of trees Thore is scarcely
an acre of ground without clumps of poplar
trecs, while ponds aud lakes are numsrous.
Tho soil is very rich, the cuttings along the
railway showing a deep, black mould. Vegota-
tion during the past season has beon luxuriont,
as can bo seen from the h:avy growth of hay.
Tha countsy between the forks of the river from
Duck Luke to the jancturo of the two streams,
is well sottled, and the appoarance of the coun.
try indicatos a very valuable region for mixed
farming and raising stock, the three principal
requisites for settlement—wood, water and hay
—~being everywhere abuadant,

Near the northern end of the track Jhe
descent into the valley of the N .rth Saskatch.
ewan river is made. We will have a good deal
to say in the future about this wonderful dis-
trict and its thriving capital towa. It will be
sufficient at present to say that Prince Albert
is a surprise to those visiting the placo. That
such an apparently thrifty community has beon
built up eo far from a railway, is a wonder to
many.

Brandon.

Among the many new business blocks which
have been erected at Brandon this year is the
fine solid stone and brick building put up by
A. C. Fragser. This building occupies a com-
manding position on Hosser avenue. Itis 35
by 65 fedt in size, three stories high, with base.
ment. The stone froat of the buiiding is con.
structed from the famous moterial quurried at
Calgary, Mr, Frasor uses tho ground floor
and basemeut of the building for his lirge
business, which includes dry goods, clothiug,
etc., principally, but groceries are also handled.

Another fine brick store is the one erected
by J. A. Moatgomery, which he now occupies
with his grocery and crockery business. This
is a double store, connected with aa ar:hway,
one portion heing devoted to groceries, and
tho other to china, glassware, lamps, etc.  The
stock in each departinent i3 very neatly arrang-
ed, and the store presents an inviting appear-
ance. The block huis a frontage of 50 feet on
Ninth street, ubd is G0 feet deep, two story’s,
with basement. The building has very larze
plate glass windows, is fitted with an elevator,
for moving goods from one floir to anuthor,
and has other conveniences which makes che
store one of the finest in Mamtube, both in
puvint of appearance and the accummodation
afforded,

A. Whitlaw, who carries on business in gro-
ceries and boots and shoos, in tho large prem
ises formerly occupied by the firm of Strome
& Whitlaw, with which he was then coanectad,
is going out of the boot and shoo line. The
spaco dovoted to thesg goods ho will use for
crockery. With the largo space at his disposal
ho will be able to make a vory fine display in
tho grocery aud crockery branches., Mr.,
Whitlaw contemplates establishing a creameory
noxt year, While there is always ready sule
for good butter, he finda that the bulk of the
stuff brought in is hardly fit to place on the
market. The croamory would encourage the
production of a bocter class of butter,

A new business in Brandoh this year is the
grocery business eatablishcd a couple of months
ago by W.J Young & Co. The firm havea
very ottractive store on Rosser avenucand a
fine secnck,  Mr. Young is well koowa in Braa.
don, having served several years behind the
counter in other stores,

C. Emerson, the tent and clothing mianufac.
turer, has beoo laid off for a fow weeks by a
kick on the knee from a horse. It is expected
ho will soon be around, though he recoived a
painful wound.

Jos. Donaldson, who suzceeds to the meat
business of . J. Anderson, isan old hand at
the business, having been in this line in *!zta.
rio. Recently he has beenlivingat Broaaview,
Assiniboia.

Three cars of liva hogs from Ontario have
arrived in B-andon this fall. Two cars were
brought in by butchers, fur their local trade,
hogs being vory scarce in the dictrict. The
third car was composed of stockers and breed-
ers, and theso went on to McCultoch & Herriot,
of the Soaris flour mill.

A, E. Rea & Co. are doing a large business
in shipping oatn eastward in car lots,

A Chicago Wheat Circular,

The following is a ctrcular on the wheat sit-
uatioun, issued recently by E. A, Bigelow & Co.,
of Chicago :—

““The wheat market is in a position of phe.
nomenal commercin: strength, viewed from a
supply aud domauwd staundpoint. TFlouring
mills throughout tho wes* and northwest are
sold ahead for thirthy to ninety days for their
full capacity ; farmers’ deliveries of®spring as
well as winter wheat have practically ceased ;
stocks in central as well as country warchouses
are less by maoy million bushels than last year,
and they were smaller then than at any time in
many years previously on correspouding date;
exports from both cuasts since Jaly 1 amount
to 42,500,000 bushels according to Bradstreet's,
a quantity that represents about two-thirds of
the maximum surplus and at the rate wheat
aund flour aro ncw leaving the country the re-
mainder will be exhsusted in about two more
months; aivety-nine men out of every hundred
in the grain trade amony the morchuut class are
very friend.y to wheat und beliove in higher
prices; the market has beea subjecied 1o every
possible discouragement that can be urged
aguinst it short of a universal financial smush-
up, and hus only been kept from strongly ad
vaucing hefore this by the nervous tremors
of the scalpers who arc ¢.sily affected by com-
mercial disturbances that would oot he givea a
gecond thought hal there not beeu a rich man’s
panic on the Stock Bxchange, wheat bought for
a tuen being dumped on every litle taiture or

rumored failure that drifts along : foroign mar-
kots have a backboue that capnot be bent or
uroken and that atiffens and thickens continu.
ously, and last though not least, the bulls are
atrong in thelr faith and are not loaded with
moro than they can take caro of.

*“The breaks in tho market that occur now
and ngain possess no important significanco.
fhey are merely short sellers’ flurrits and ro.
covery from such broaks are {novitable. If
thero wore large stocks of wheat the heavy
carrying charges now ruling here might be a
boarish feature, but with light stocks the haudi-
cap will not be felt and we expect to see cash
whoat selling at full May prices beforo the ficat
of Fobruary, Some of the greatest bull mar-.
kots in the history of the Chicago grain trade
have been in years whea it cost 12 to 15 per
cent. to carry the grain. Carrying charges aro
only a burden of the trade when stocks aro
heavy, roserves immonse and the property in
poor demaad, rarely otherwiso. This is an ex-
ceptional year, and the market is resting on tho
solidest kind of bed rock, consuwmers and ex-
porters willingly paying the price asked for the
wheat. It isa fact that wheat sold at Kansas
City, Minneapolis and a dozen other points for
shipment at Chicigo, could be marketed to-day
at home more advantageously than here, aand
that in many instances wheat has boen bought
in here to fill such contraots, the property itself
remaining in the interior. Those who are
bearing wheat on the theory that thoroisa
great quantity hidden away somewhere to
dump on the central markets, or that thero aro
vast invieible reserves :n the couatry are com.
mitting a grave mistake, Wheat will bo an
exceedingly scarce and high priced arriole all
over the world, and particularly ia thi<cuntry
before the next crop becomes availaule,

“There is ‘big mouey' in whest Lought
around current quotations, and investors who
operate on business principles shonld take ad-
vantago of such flurries asthat witnessed to-
day to got cheap wheat. Dan’t procrastinate
if it is your intention to buy wheat. It is
seldom we feel like placing ourselves fairly and
sqaarely on record as advising purchases or sales,
but there is such an element of strength to
wheat, and such a foundation o build on, and
so much room for an advance that we do not
believe wo take any hazardous chaunces in ad-
vising purchases most emphatically now. Weo
do not pretend to know what the fluctuations
are going to be from day to day, but we do
predict a 20: advance in the price of cash
wheat inside of niaety days.”

Barley i}ulture.

The cultivation of barley, which can be grown
between extremo geographical liwits, will al.
ways be important, as it i8 an article of food
for mnen und beasts, and is slso empluyed
not only in the manufacture of beer butin
that of alcohol.  The total production of bur-
ley in the world, says the Journal of the Socisty
of Avts, (London), is eatimated at $25 000,000
bushel®, 1+ f this amount Europe produces
from 630.000 000 to 650,000,000 bnshels, valued
at £141,000 100.  The fulle wing will show the
average production foreach country: Algeria,
60,501,000 bushels: Austria-Hungary 88.500,-
000; Belginm, 3 665.700; Bulgaris, 15,125.000;
Cauvada, 19,250,000 ; Dennnrk, 20,650,000 ;
Eavpe 27 500.000; E iglaud, 90,750,000 France,
49,540 000 ; Germany,93,500.000 ; Holtand 4.
S00 00V No way snd Sweden, 22,000,000; Rou-
mania. 19,230.000; Rursia, 124,250,000; Spnin,
77.000 0V; Turkey, 13 750,000, aud the United
States, 67,750,000 bushels,




