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DIRECT IMPORTERS

TEAS, SUGARS, WINES, LIQUORS and GENERAL GROCERIES
CORNER PRINCESS AND BANNATYNE STREETS, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

JAMES PYE,

FLOUR MILLBUILDER

CONSULTING ENGINEER, &ec.
218 Third Avenue South,
MINNBAPOLIS, - MINI.

A Manitoba Testimonial.
PORTAGK LA PRAIRIR, Dec. 8th, 1887,
Jaurs Prr, Esq., Minnecapolis, Minn,, U.8.A.;

Dxar S1r,—Ia handing you oyr check for €1,801.24, in
full for balance 01 your contract fur building and enlarg.
Ing our mill, we without solicitat:on wish to state, that

+ you havo done your work in a manner highly satlsfactory
to this company, The capacity which you guarantced at
275 barrcls, wo find conslderably under the mark, ag
wo are at present making over 800 barrels, and tho qual.
ity of the flour is all that wocould wish for. Some of
out largest rnrchnsers frankly tell us, 1t 18 cqual to any
flour made in_cither Minncsota or this province. The
yicld also we find very batistactory. \We must alss bear

testimony to your pleasing and gentlemanly masiner, and
mlr wilfingness at alt timces to mect our wishes. This

made our business reintions pleasant and wo can hon.
estly say, that we recommend you toany person, require.

Ing unything in the L1l building or il furnishing line.

Wishing you tho success that straight dealing merits, wo

arc Yours very traly,

THE PORTAGE MILLING CO,
Jas. MacLenaghan, Managing Dircctor.

THE application of the term ‘‘Northwest” to
this part of Canada is certainly o geographical
anomaly. If those who use the expression will
refer to a map of Canada, thoy will at once dis-
cover that the term ‘‘southwestern™ would be
far more applicable than northwestern. This
part of Canada is really the southwestern, and
not tho northwestern portion of the Domiuivi.
Then why persist in using an oxpression which
is utterly at variance with the fact and with the
geography of the country? The term “north-
west” as applied to this portion of Canada, is
a remarkable absurdity, and how it came into
gencral and even official use, is & matter for
wonder.

- »

AN instance of injury resulting from the im-
position of duty on baskets, otc., containing
fruit, occurred here lately. A party imported
a couple of baskets of grapes, the duty upon
the baskets omounting to something like 44
cents. The fruit was detained, pending the
arrangements to pass the custom, until it war
spoiled, somo papers neecessary thereto not be-
ing to hand. Surely when the fruit is admitted
duty free, thie duty upon the packages which
contain the fruit, isa small and annoying affair.
It is the cause of much trouble and loss to im-
porters, without resulting in any material gain
to the revenue.

* ¢ »

NEw discoveries of coal are cuntinually being
made in the western trritories of Canada.
These go o shuw that the cat Iy waleulations as
to tho oxtent of the cual teriitury in Western
Cuanada have been rather under than over the
mark. Coal has been discovered at so many
different puints and at places hundreds of miles
apart, that one is almost leud to conclude that
a vast bod of coal underlics almost the eutire
arca of the western portivn of the territuries.
At any rate it is cortain that the supply is prac
tically inexhaustible. The latest discovery is
at Cluny, near Gleichen station, Alberta.  Coal
has been found herc at a depth of 25 feet, and
gaid to bo of a quality rescmbling the Lethbridge
article. R. S. Macdouell, merchant, Cluny, is
the discoverer, and it is said he proposes devel-
oping his find, )

; CASADA is a big country. Here distances are
| measured by thousande of niles where in the
countries of Furope they aro measured by hun-
dreds. Hence it is that people in one part of
the Dominion frequently make various geo-
graphical blund@rs, in referring to more distant
| parts of the country. One of these errors ap-
peared in a tecent number of Cunada s eacellent
illustrated journul—the Dominion Illustrated
—published at Montreal. In referring to the
famous black cod, the journal located the
haunts of these fish off the coast of Prince
Edward Island, when it should have been Queen
Charlotte's Island.  The distance between these
two islands is something over 3,000 miles, con-
sequently the Montreal journal was a long way
out in its calculation. Queen Charlotta’s Is-
land i3 a portion of the Dominion about which
very little is known by the majority of Cana-
dians. Though forming a portion of the pro-
vince of British Columbia, it is larger in extent
thaa the little eastern province of Prince Fd-
ward Island. In addition to its fishing banks,
the island is supposed to contain great coal
wealth, aud has the only anthracite coal so far
discovered on the Pacific coast. The fish re.
ferred to are peculiar to the north Paciiic coast
and Jheir principal haunts seem to be about
Qucen Charlotte's Island. The development of
these fisi.cries, and also the development of the
coal mines of the island have lately been begun,
| &0 that the wsland s hikely, svon to be better
| kuown than it has been an the past. The island
| hies off the”wuast of Bruush Golumbia, ronguly
| about 400 nules gorth of Victonia, 1 he climate,
i mfluenced by the warm Japan curreat, 18 mild,
j but subject to rainy sewsons.
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j Irdues nut wlways pay 1o this cuuntiy o
| tecenne presents from a distauce, when such
gifts arc forwarded with the freght charges,
| etc., to be paid by the recipient. Many in-
; stances of such & nature are wnstantly coming
to light here.  Parties in the East who wish to

| do their friends in the West a favor in the way
of sending them presents, should prepay charges
upon any litlle preseuts seut, and the prob-
ability is, that when thoy find out these charges,
ey will not gend the presents,  Fastern peo-

i
|
|

ple, of course, are aware that apples are not
extensively grown in Munitoba, and conse.
quently they conclude that it would be a
great treat to their friends in the West to pre.
sent them with a barrel or two of choice apples.
Theo apples are forwarded, but the unlucky re-
cipient, who usually has the freight charges to
pay, finds that these charges amount to from
$1 to $2 per barrel more than the apples are
selling for here. The number of persons in
Manitoba who annually reccive apples in this
way from some sympathic friemd in Oatario, is
by no eans insignificant. Dealers who import
apples in car lots, can sell the fruit here at a
considerably lower figure than the freight
charges amount to on barrel lots. Aunother in.
stance of & similar nature was recently men-
tioned by a Winnipeg wholesale dealer. The
wholesale firn here received a notice from a
soap factory in the United States, that abox of
soap had been forwarded. The soap was sent
as a sample box, and was a present from the
manufacturirg concern. In due time the soap
arrived, and it proved to be worth about §2,
wholesale price here, but the freight, customs
and brokerage charges which the Winnipeg firm
had to pay, amounted to 83 cents moie than the
value of the soap. Parties in the east who wish
to send presents to their western friends, should
rem.mber that freight charges arc very high,
and that the cost of freight on small consign.
meats usually amouats to more than the same
gouds are being sold for here, when imported
in catload lots.  Aunother instance of a supposed
favor resulting in an increased cust tv o Winni-
peg imorter, was related the other day by V.
F. Doll, wholesale jeweller. Amongrt other
goods, he had ordered a number of clocks from
a United States manufacturer, worth $18 each.
The manufacturer was short on this particular
style of clock, and he substituted three clocks,
worth 80 cents more each, but billed them at
the same price as the $I8 clocks ordered,
When it came to passing the customs here tho
trouble commenced. The goods were detained
fora considerable length of tinie, on the claim of
undervaluation, resulting in o serious loss to the
importer, who required the goods to fill orders.
Finally lte was fined a small sum, amounting tq




